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"OvS* iaxv Iv juoXa^^ ti it Sur^tku fxsy* mitop. 

HBS. Oper. & Dier. 1. i. 4a 

Foob not to know that half exceeds the whole, 
How blest the sparing meal and temperate bowL 

XHERE is a story in the Arabiao Nights Tales of a 
king who had long languished under an ill habit of 
body, and had tsuLen abundance of remedies to no 
purpose. At length, says the fable, a physician 
cured him bv the following method : He took a 
hollow ball of wood, and filled it with several drugs; 
after which he closed it up so artificially that nothing 
appeared. He likewise took a mall, and after hav- 
ing hollowed the handle, and that part which strikes 
the ball, he inclosed in them several drugs after the 
same manner as in the ball itself. He then ordered 
the sultan, who was hb patient, to exercise himself 
early in the morning with these rightly prepared in- 
struments, till such time as he should sweat : when, 
as the story goes, the virtue of the medicaments per- 
spiring through the wood had so good an influence 
on the sultan's constitution, that the^ c\xi^4l Vvvsdl ^V 
VOL, 1X0 u 
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an indisposition which all the compositions he had 
taken inwardly had not been able to remove. This 
eastern allegory is finely contrived to shew us how 
beneficial bodily labour is to health, and that exer- 
cise is the most effectual physic. I have described 
in my hundred and fifteenth paper, from the general 
structure and mechanism of^an human body, how 
absolutely necessary exercise is for its preservation. 
I shall in this place recommend another great preser- 
vative of health, which in many cases produces the 
same effects as exercise, and may, in some measure, 
supply its place, where opportunities of exercise are 
wanting. The preservative I am speaking of is tem- 
perance, which has those particular advantages above 
all otlier means of health, that it may be practised 
by all ranks and conditions, at any season, or in any 
place. It is a kind of regimen into which every man 
may put himself, without interruption to business, 
expeuce of money, or loss of time. If exercise tlu-ows 
off all superfluities, temperance prevents them ; if 
•exercise clears the vessels, temperance neither satiates 
nor overstrains them ; if exercise raises proper fer- 
ments in the humours, and promotes the circulation 
of the blood, temperance gives nature her full play, 
and enables her to exert herself in all her force and 
vigour ; if exercise dissipates a growing distemper, 
temperance starves it. 

Physic, for the most part, is nothing else but the 
substitute of exercise or temperance. Medicines 
are indeed absolutely necessary in acute distempers, 
that cannot wait the slow operations of these two 
great instruments of health ; but did men live in 
an habitual course of exercise and temperance, 
there would be but little occasion for them. Ac- 
cordingly we find that those parts of the world are 
tlie most healthvy where they subsist by the chase ; 
aad that mea lived longest Yfkesi lUeit lives were 
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employed in hunting, and when they had little food 
besides what they caught. Blistering, cupping, bleed* 
ing, are seldom of use but to the idle and mtempe- 
rate ; as all those inward applications which are so 
much in practice among us, are for the most part no* 
thing else but expedients to make luxury consist- 
ent ^vith health. The apothecary is perpetually em- 
ployed in countermining the cook and the viatnen 
It is said of Diogenes, that meeting a young man 
who was going to a feast, he took him up in the 
street and carried him home to his friends, as ope 
who was running into imminent danger, had not he 
prevented him *. What would that pliilosopher have 
wd, had he been present at the gluttony of a mo- 
dem meal ? Would not he have thought tlie master 
of a family mad, and have begged his servants to 
tie down his hands, had he seen him devour fowl, 
lish, and flesh ; swallow oil and vinegar, wines and 
spices ; tlu'ow down sallads of tweuty ditferent 
herbs, sauces of an hundred ingredients, confections 
and fruits of numberless sweets and flavours ? What 
unnatnral motions and counter-ferments nmst such 
a medley of intemperance produce in the body? 
For my part, when I behold a fashionable table set 
out in all its magnificence, I fancy that I see gout^ 
and dropsies^ fevers and lethargies, with other innu- 
merable distempers lying in ambuscade among the 
dishes. 

Nature delights ui the most plain and simple diet 
Every animal, but man, keeps to one dish. Herbs 
are the food of this species, fish of that, and flesh 
of a third. Man falls upon every thing that comes 
in his way ; not the smallest fruit or excrescence of 
the eartli, scarce a berry or a mushroom cau escape 
him. 

• Vhff. Uert Vitaj Philosoph. \i\>, v\. cwp. *i. ti. ^, 
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It is impossible to lay down any determinate ruh 
for temperance, because what is luxury in one ma^ 
be temperance in another ; but there are few thai 
have lived any time in the world, who are not judges 
of their own constitutions, so far as to know what 
kinds and what proportions of food do best agre< 
^th them. Were I to consider my readers as ni} 
patients, and to prescribe such a kind of temperance 
as is accommodated to all persons, and such as is 
particulsirly suitable to our climate and way of liv- 
ing, I would copy the following rules of a very emi^ 
nent physician. ' Make your whole repast out pi 
one dish. If you indulge in a second, avoid drink- 
ing any thing strong until you have finished your 
meal ; at the same time abstain from all sauces, or 
at least such as are not the most plain and simple.' 
A man could not be well guilty of gluttony, if he 
stuck to these few obvious and easy rules. In the 
iirst case there would be no variety of tastes to 
solicit his palate, and occasion excess; nor in the 
second, any artificial provocatives to reheve satiety, 
and create a false appetite. Were I to prescribe a 
rule for drinking, it should be formed iipon a saying 
quoted by Sir William Temple ; * The first glass 
ror myself, the second for my friends, the third for 
eood-humour, and the fourth for mine enemies.' But 
because it is impossible for one who lives in the 
world to diet himself always in so philosophical a 
maimer, I think every man should have his days of 
abstinence, according as his constitution will permit. 
These are great reliefs to nature, as they qualify 
her for struggling with hunger and thirst, whenever 
any distemper or duty of lire may put her upon such 
difficulties ; and at the same time give her an oppor- 
tunity of extricating herself from her oppressions, 
and recovering the several tones and springs of her 
digtcpded vessda. Besides that, abstinence well? 
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timed, often kills a sickness in en]l)ryo, and destroys 
tke first seeds of an indisposition. It is observed 
by two or three ancient authors^, that Socrates, 
notwithstanding he lived in Athens during that great 
plague, which has made so much noise through all 
ages, andjias been celebrated at different times by 
such eminent hands ; I say, notwithstanding that he 
tived in the time of this devouring pestilence, he 
never caught the least infection, which those writers 
unanimously ascribe to that uninterrupted temperance 
which he always observed. 

And here 1 cannot but mention an observation 
which I have often made, upon reading the lives of 
the philosophers, and comparing them witii any se- 
ries of kings or great men of the same number. If 
we consider these ancient sages, a great part of 
whose philosophy consisted in a temperate and ab- 
stemious course of life, one would think the life of 
a philosopher and the hfe of a man were of two 
different dates. For we find that the generality of 
these wise men were nearer an hundred tlian sixtv 
years of age, at the time of their respective deaths. 
But the most remarkable instance of the efficacy of 
temperance towards the procuring of long life, is 
what we meet with in a Httle book published by 
Lewis Comaro the Venetian ; which I the rather 
mention, because it is of imdoubted credit, as the 
late Venetian ambassador, who was of the same 
family, attested more than once in conversation, 
when he resided in England. Cornaro, who was 
the author of the little treatise I am mentioning, 
was of an infirm constitution, until about forty, when 
by obstinately persisting in an exact course of tem- 
perance, he recovered a perfect state of health ; in*^ 

* Diogenes Laertins in Vit. Socratis.— Elian in Var. His 
lib. 13. «ap. 27, &c. 

B2 
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Bomuch that at fourscore he published his book, 
which has been translated into Enslish under the title 
of Sure and Certain Methods or Attaining a Long 
and Healthy Life. He lived to give a third or 
fourth edition of it ; and after having passed his hun- 
dredth year, died without pain or agony, and like 
one who fsdls asleep.' The treatise I mention has 
been taken notice of by several eminent authors, and 
is written with such a spirit of cheerfulness, religion, 
and good sense, as are the natural' concomitants of 
temperance and sobriety. The mixture of the oki 
man in it is rather a recommendation than a discredit 
to it, 

Having designed this paper as the sequel to that 
upon exercise, I have not here considered temperance 
as it is a moral virtue, which I shall make the subject 
of a future speculation, but only as it is the means of 
health. "^ U 
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Eii UluhiSy animus H te rum deficit aquus. 

HOR. I Ep. xi. 30. 

Tme happiness is to no place coniin'd. 
But still b found in a contented mind. 
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^ There is a particular fault which I have 
observed in most of the moraUsts in all ages, and that 
is, that they are always professing themselves, and 
teaching others, to be happy. This state is not to 
b^ arrived at in this life, therefore I would reconn 
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meud to you to talk in an humbler strain tliin your 
predecessors have clone, and instead of presuming 
to be happy, instruct us only to be easy, lli^ 
thoughts of him who would be discreet, and aim at 
practicable things, should turn upon allaying our 
pain, rather than promotmg our joy. Great inqui- 
etude is to be avoided, but great felicity is not to be 
attained. The great lesson is equanimity, a regu- 
larity of spirit, which is a little above cheerfulness 
and below mirth. Cheerfulness is always to be sup- 
ported if a man is out of pain, but mirth to a pru- 
dent man should always be accidental. It should 
naturally arise out of the occasion, and the occasiou 
seldom be laid for it; for those tempers who want 
mu-th to be pleased, are like the constitutions which 
flag without the use of brandy. Therefore, I say, let 
your precept be, * be easy/ "That mind is dissolute 
and ungovemed, which must be hurried out of itself 
by loud laughter or sensual pleasure, or else be wholly 
unactive. 

* There are a couple of old fellows of my ac- 
quaintance who meet every day and smoke a pipe, 
and by their natural love to each other, though they 
have been men of business and bustle in the world, 
^'IJoy a greater tranquillity than either could have 
worked himself into by any chapter of Seneca. In- 
dolence of bodv and mind, when we aim at no more, 
is very frequently enjoyed ; but the very inquiry after 
happiness has something restless in it, which a man 
who lives in a series of temperate meals, friendly con- 
versations, and easy slumbers, gives himself no trou- 
ble about. While men of rchuement are talking of 
tranquillity, he possesses it. 

' What I would by these broken expressions re-» 

commend to you, Mr. Spectator, is, that you would 

speak of the way of hte which plain men may pur- 

.«uei to fill up the spaces of time yvixU ^'^ti&t^cuoi^^ 
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It ii a lamentable circumstance, that wisdom, or, as 
yoii call it, philosophy, should furnish ideait only for 
the learned ; and that a man must be a philosopher 
to know how to pass away his time agreeably. It 
would therefore be worth your pains to place in a 
handsome light the relations and affinities among 
men, which render their conversation with each other 
so grateful, that the highest talents give but an iio- 
potent pleasure in comparison with them. You may 
find descriptions and discourses which will render the, 
fire-side of an honest artificer as entertaining, as your 
own club is to you. Good-nature has an endless 
source of pleasures in it ; and the representation of 
domestic life filled with its natural gratifi4;ations, in- 
stead of the necessary vexations which are generally 
insisted upon in the writings of the witty, will be a 
very good office to society. 

* The vicissitudes of labour and rest in the lower 
part of mankind, make their being pass away with 
that sort of relish which we express by the word com- 
fort ; and should be treated of by you, who are a 
ipectator, as well as such subjects which appear in- 
deed more speculative, but are less instructive. In 
a wordy sir, I would have you turn your thoughts 
to the advantage of such as want you most ; and 
shew that simplicity, innocence, industry, and tem- 
perance, are arts which lead to tranquillity, as much 
as learning, wisdom, knowledge, and contemplation. 

I am, SIR, 
Your most humble servant, 

T. B.' 

* MR. SPECTATOR, Hackney, October 12. 

'I AM the young woman whom you did so 
much justice to some time ago, in acknowledging 
that I am perfect mistress of the fan, and use it witli 
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the utmost knowledge and dexterity. Indeed the 
world, as malicious as it is, will allow, tliat from a 
hurry of laughter I recollect myself the most sud- 
denly, make a curtsey, and let h\[ my hands before 
me, closing my fan at the same instant, the best of 
any woman in England. I am not a Httle delighted 
that I have had your notice and approbation ; and 
however other young women may rally me out of 
envy, I triumph in it, and demand a place in your 
friendsliip. You must therefore permit me to lay 
before you the present state of my mind. I was 
reading your Spectator of the 9tli instant, and thought 
the circumstance of the ass divided between the two 
bundles of hay which equally affected his senses, 
was a lively representation of my present condition, 
for you are to know that I am extremely enamoured 
with two young gentlemen who at this time pretend 
tome. One must hide nothing when one is asking 
advice, therefore I will own to you, that I am very 
amorous, and very covetous. My lover Will b very 
rich, and my lover Tom very handsome. I can have 
either of them when I please : but when I debate 
the question in my own mind, I cannot take Tom 
for fear of losing Will's estate, nor enter upon Will's 
estate, and bid adieu to Tom's person. I am very 
young, and yet no one in the world, dear sir, has 
the main chance more in her head than myself. 
Tom is the gayest, the bhthest creature ! He dances 
well, is very civil, and diverting at all hours and 
seasons. Oh ! he is the joy of my eyes ! But then 
again Will is so very rich and careful of the main. How 
many pretty dresses does Tom appear in to charm 
me ! But then it inunediately occurs to me, that a 
man of his circumstances is so much the poorer. 
Upon the whole, I have at last examined both these 
desires of love and avarice, and upon strictly weigh- 
ipg the m^tt^r, I begin \o thipk I dadl \ie tw^VwMk. 
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longer than fond ; therefore if you have nothing to 
say to the contrary, I shall take Will. Alas, poor 
Tom! 

Your humble servant, 

T. BIDDY loveless/ 
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AUer rixatur de lanA scepe caprinAf 

Propugnat nUgts annatus : scilicet, %tt non 

Sic wihi prima fides ; et^ ver^ quod placet y ut non 

Acriter elatrem ? Pretium cetas altera sordet, 

AnUfig^ur quid cnim ! Castw sdat, an Docilia plus, 

Brundusium Numid meUHs via ducat, an Appi, 

HOR. 1 Ep. xyiii. IS. 

On trifles some are earnestly absurd ; 
You'll think the world depends on every word. 
What ! is not every mortal free to speak ? 
ni give my reasons, tliongh I break my neck ! 
And wliat's the question ? If it shines, or rains ; 
Whether 'tis twelve, or fifteen miles to Staines. 

PITT. 

Every age a man passes tbrougb, and way of life 
he engages in, has some particular vice or imperfec- 
tion naturally cleaving to it, which it will require 
hn nicest care to avoi^. The several weaknesses to 
which youth, old age, and manliood are exposed, 
have long since been set down by many both of the 
poets and philosophers ; but I do not remember to 
have met with any author who has treated of those 
ill habits men are subject to, not so much by reason 
of their different £^es and tempers, as the particular 
professions or business in which they were educated 
and brought up» 
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I am the more smprised to find this subject so 
little touched on, since what I am here speaking of 
b so apparent, as not to escape the most vulgar ob* 
servation. The business men are chiefly conversant' 
in, does not only give a certain cast or turn to their 
minds, but b very often apparent in their outward 
behaviour, and some of the most indifierent actions 
of their hves. It is thb air difiusing itself over the 
whole man, which helps us to find out a person at hb 
first appearance ; so that the most careless obser\'er 
fancies he can scarce be mbtaken in the carriage of a 
seaman, or the gait of a tailor. 

The liberal arts, though they may possibly have less 
eSkct on our external mien and behaviour, make so 
deep an impression on the mind, as b very apt to bend 
it wholly one way. 

The mathematician will take little less than de- 
monstration in the most common discourse, and the 
schoolman b as great a friend to definition and syl- 
logysms. The physician and divine are often heard 
to dictate in private companies with the same autho- 
rity which they exercise over their patients and 
di^iples ; while the lawyer is putting cases, and 
rabing matter for dbputation, out of every thing that 
occurs. 

I may possibly some time or other animadvert more 
at lai^ on the particular fault each profession is most 
infected vnth ; but shall at present wholly apply my- 
self to the cure of what I last mentioned, namely, 
that ^irit of strife dnd contention in the conversations 
of gentlemen of the long robe. 

Thb b the more ordinary, because these gentle- 
men regarding argument as their own proper pro- 
vince, and very often making ready-money of it, 
think it wisafe to yield before company. They are 
shewing m common talk how zealously they could 
defend a atuse in court, aud thetdot^ it^o^vRXi^^ 



12 SPECTATOR. ff'^igT 

forget to keep that temper which is absolutely re- 
qoisite to render conversation pleasant and instruc- 
tive. 

Captain Sentry pushes this matter so far, that I 
have heard him say, ' he has known but few pleaders 
that were tolerable company/ 

The captain, who is a man of good sense, but dry 
conversation, was last night giving me an account of 
a discourse, in which he had lately been engaged 
with a young ^yraugler in the law. ' I was giving 
my opinion/ says the captain, ' without apprehend- 
ing any debate that might arise from it, of a general's 
bdiaviour in a battle that was fought some years 
before either the Templar or myself were bom. 
The young lawyer immediately took me up, and by 
reasoning above a quarter of an hour upon a subject 
which I saw he understood nothing of, endeavoured 
to shew me that my opinions were ill-grounded. 
* Upon which,' says the captain, ' to avoid any far- 
ther contests, I told him, that truly I had not consi- 
dered those several arguments which he had brought 
against me, and that there might be a great deal in 
them.' ^ Ay, but,' says my antagonist, who would 
not let me escape so, ^ there are several things to be 
urged in favour of your opinion which you have 
omitted ;' and thereupon begun to shine on the 
other side of the question. ' Upon this,' says the cap- 
tain, ' I came over to my first sentiments, and en- 
tirely acquiesced in his reasons for my so doing. 
Upon which the Templar again recovered his former 
posture, and confuted both himself and me a third 
time. In short,' says my friend, * I found he was 
resolved to keep me at sword's length, and never let 
me close with him ; so that I had nothing left but 
to hold my tongue, and give my antagonist free 
leave to smile at his victory, who I found, likji 
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Hudibras, could still change sides, and still con- 
fiite*: 

For my own part, I have ever regarded our inns 
of court as nurseries of statesmen and law-givers^ 
which makes me often frequent that part of the town 
with great pleasure. 

Upon my calling in lately at one of the most noted 
Temple coffee-houses, 1 found the whole room, which 
was full of young students, divided into several 
parties, each of which was deeply engaged in some 
controversy. The management of the late ministry 
was attacked and defended witii great vigour; and 
several preliminaries to the peace were proposed by 
some, iand rejected by others; the demohshing of 
Dunkirk was so eagerly insisted on, and so warmly 
controverted, as bad like to have produced a challenge. 
In short, I observed that the desire of victory, whet- 
ted Vfiih the little prejudices of party and interest; 
generally carried the argument to such a height, as 
made the disputants insensibly conceive an aversion 
towards each other, and part with the highest dia- 
aatisfaction on both sides. 

The managing an ailment handsomely being so 
nice a point, and what I have seen so very few excel 
in, I shall here set down a few rules on that head» 
which, among other things, I gave in writing to a 
young kinsman of mine, who had made so great a 
proficiency in the law that he bc^an to plead in com- 
pany, upon every subject that was started. 

Having the entire manuscript by me, I may, per- 
haps, from time to time, publish such parts of it as I 
shall think requisite for the instruction of the British 
^outh. What regards my present purpose is as fol- 
lows: 

Avoid dilutes as much as possible. In order to 

• jftrt i cant. 1. ver. 69, 70^ 
VOL. IX. C 
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appear easy and well-bred in conversation, you may 
assure yourself that it requires more wit, as well as 
more good humour, to improve than to contradict 
the notions of another: but if you are at any time 
obliged to enter on an argument, give your reasons 
with the utmost coolness and modesty, two things 
which scarce ever fail of making an impression on 
the hearers. Besides, if you are neither dogmatical, 
nor shew eitlier by your actions or words, that you 
are full of yourself, all will the more heartily rejoice 
at your victory. Nay, should you be pinched in 
, your argument, you may make your retreat with a 
very good grace. You were never positive, and are 
BOW glad to be better informed. This has made 
some approve the Socratical way of reasoning, where, 
while you scarce affirm any thing, you can hardly be 
caught in an absurdity; and though possibly you are 
endeavouring to bring over another to your opinion, 
which is firmly fixed, you seem only to desire inform 
mation from him. 

In order to keep that temper which is so difficult, 
and yet so necessary to preserve, you may please to 
consider, that nothing can"^ more unjust or ridi* 
culous, than to be angrv with another because he is 
not of your opinion. The interests, education, and 
means by which men attain then: knowledge, are 
so very different, that it is impossible they should all 
think alike ; and he has at least as much reason to 
be angry with you, as you with him. Sometimes to 
keep yourself cool, it may be of service to ask your- 
self fairly, what might have been your opinion, had 
yon all the biasses of education and interest your ad- 
versary may possibly have ? But if you contend for 
the honour of victory alone, you may lay down this 
as an infallible maxim, that you cannot make a ipore 
false step, or give your antagonists a greater advan* 
tage over you, than by falling into a passion. 
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When an argument is over, how many weighty 
reasons does a man recollect, which his heat and vio- 
lence made him utterly forget ? 

It is yet more absurd to be angry with a man be- 
cause he does not apprehend the force of your rea- 
sons, or gives weak ones of his own. If you argue 
for reputation, this makes your victory the easier; 
he is certainly in all respects an object of your pity, 
rather than anger; and if he cannot comprehend 
what you do, you ought to tliank nature for her 
favours, who has given you so much the clearer un- 
derstanding. 

You may please to add this consideration, that 
among your equals no one values your anger, which 
only preys upon its master; and perhaps you may 
find it not very consistent either with prudence or 
your ease, .to punish yourself wheuever you meet 
with a fool or a knave. 

Lastly, if you propose to yourself the true end of 
argument, which is information, it may be a season- 
able check to your passion ; for if you search purely 
after truth, it will be almost indifferent to you where 
yon find it. I cannot in this place omit an observa- 
tion which I have often made, namely. That nothing; 
procures a man more esteem and less envy from the 
whole company, than if he chooses the part of mode- 
rator, without engaging directly on either side in a 
dispute. This gives him the character of impartial > 
furnishes him with an opportunity of sifting things 
to the bottom, shevnng his judgment, and of some- 
times making handsome compliments to each of the 
contenduig parties. 

I shall close this subject with giving you one cau- 
tion. When you have gained a victory, do not push 
it too far; it b sufficient to let the company and 
your adversary see it is in your power, but that yom 
are too generous to make use of it. X. 
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Cerva* luporum prada rapaciumy 
Sectamur uUrd, quos opinuu 
FaUere et effitgere est triumphus, 

HOR. 4 Od. iv. 50. 

We, like ' weak hinds/ the blinded wolf provoke, 
And when retreat is victory, 
Rash on though sure to die. 

OLDISWORTH. 

There is a species of women, whom I shall distil 
guish by the name of salamanders. Now a sak 
mander is a kind of heroine in chastity, that tread 
upon fire, and lives in the midst of names withou 
being hurt. A salamander knows no distinction 
sex in those she converses with, grows familiar witi 
a stranger at first sight, and b not so narrow- spirite 
as to observe whether the person she talks to be i 
breeches or petticoats. She admits a male visitar 
to her bed-side, plays with him a whole aftemoo 
at picquet, walks with him two or three hours b 
moon-hght, and is extremely scandalized at the va 
reasonableness of a husband, or the severity of 
parent, that would debar the sex from such innoceo 
liberties. Your salamander is therefore a perpetua 
declaimer against jealousy, an admirer of the Frencl 
good-breeding, and a great stickler for freedom ii 
conservation. In short the salamander lives in ai 
invincible state of simplicity and innocence. He 

* All the editions of Horace read cervi : the Spectator al 
tered it to cervse^ to ^dapt it mor» peciiliar]|r to the lubjec 
0f.tbi8 paper. 
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constitution is preserved in a kind of natural frost 
She wonders what |)eople mean by temptations, and 
defies mankind to do their worst. Her chastity is 
engaged in a constant ordeal, or iiery trial : like good. 
Queen Emma, the pretty innocent walks blindfold 
among burning plough-shares, without being scorch^ 
or singed by them. 

It is not therefore for the use of the salamander, 
whether in a married or a single state of life, that I 
design the following paper; but for such females 
only as are made of fiesfa and blood, and find them- 
selves subject to human frailties. 

As for this part of the fair sex who are not of the 
salamander kind, I would most earnestly advise them 
to observe a quite different conduct in their behaviour; 
and to avoid as much as possible what religion calls 
temptations, and the world opportunities. Did they 
but know how many thousands of their sex have been 
^dually betrayed from innocent freedoms to rum and 
mfamy ; and how many millions of ours have begun 
with flatteries, protestations, and endearments, but 
ended with reproaches, perjury, and periidiousness ; 
they would shun like death the very first approaciies of 
one that might lead them into inextricable labyrinths 
of guilt and misery. I must so far give up the cause 
of tlie male world, as to exhort the female sex in the 
language of Chamont in the Orphan ; 

Trust not to man, we are by nature false, 
Pissembling, subtle, cruel, and uncoustant : 
'When a man talks of loTe with caution trust him ; 
But if he swears, he'll certainly deceive thee. 

I might very much enlarge upon this subject, but 
shall conclude it with a story which I lately heard 
from one of our Spanish ofhcers% and which may 

* Viz. one of the English officers who bad been employ%A 
91 the vw ID Spaia, 

C2 
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shew the danger a woman incurs by too great fami- 
liarities with a male companion. 

An inhabitant of the kingdom of Castile, being a 
man of more than ordinary prudence, and of a grave 
composed behaviour, determined about the iiftieth 
year of his age to enter upon wedlock. In order 
to make himself easy in it, he cast his eye upon a 
young woman who had nothing to recommend her 
but her beauty and her education, her parents hav- 
ing been reduced to great poverty by the wars, which 
for some years have laid that whole country waste. 
The Castihan having made his addresses to her and 
married her, they lived together in perfect happi- 
ness for some time; when at length the husband's 
affiiirs made it necessary for him to take a voyage 
to the kingdom of Naples, where a great part of 
his estate lay. The wife loved him too tenderly to 
be left behind him. They had not been a shipboard 
above a day, when they unluckily fell into the hands 
of an Algerine pirate, who earned the whole com- 
pany on shore, and made them slaves. The Casti- 
Jian and his wife had the comfort to be under the 
same master; who seeing how dearly they loved one 
another, and gasped after their liberty, demanded 
a most exorbitant price for their ransom. The Casti- 
lian, though he would rather have died in slavery 
himself, than have paid such a sum as he found would 
go near to ruin him, was so moved with compas- 
sion towards his wife, that he sent repeated orders 
to his friend in Spain, (who happened to be his next 
relation) to sell his estate, and transmit the money to 
bim. His friend hoping that the terms of his ransom 
might be made more reasonable, and unwilling to sell 
an estate which he himself had some prospect of m- 
heriting, formed so m^ruy delays, that three whole 
years passed away without any thing being done for 
the setting them at liberty. 
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There happened to live a French renegado in the 
same place where the Castilian and his wife were 
kept prisoners. As this fellow had in hhn all the 
vivacity of his nation, he often entertained the cap- 
tives with accounts of his own adventures ; to which 
he sometimes added a sons or a dance, or some 
other piece of mirth, to divert them during their 
confinement. His acquaintance with the manners 
of the Algerines enabled him likewise to do them 
several good offices. The Castilian, as he was one 
day in conversation with this renegado, discovered 
to him the negligence and treachery of his corre- 
qpondent in Castile, and at the same time asked his 
advice how he should behave himself in that exi- 
j^cy; he further told the renegado, that he found 
It would be impossible for him to raise the money, 
unless he himsielf might go over to dispose of his 
estate. The renegado, after haying represented to 
him that his Algerine master would never consent 
to his release upon such a pretence, at length con- 
trived a method for the Castilian to make his escape 
in the habit of a seaman. The Castilian succeeded 
m hb attempt; and having sold his estate, being 
afraid lest the money should miscarry by the way, 
and determining to perish with it rather than lose 
one who was much dearer to him than his life, he 
returned himself in a little vessel that was going to 
Algiers. It is impossible to describe the joy he felt 
upon this occasion, when he considered that he 
should' soon see the wife whom he so much loved, 
and endear himself more to her, by this uncommon 
piece of generosity. 

The renegado, during the husband's absence, so 
insinuated himself into the good graces of his young 
wife, smd so turned her head with stories of gallan- 
try, that she quickly thought him the finest gentle- 
man she had ever conversed with. To be brief, her 
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mind was quite alienated from the honest Castilian, 
whom she was taught to look upon as a formal old 
fellow unworthy the possession of so charming a 
creature. She had been instructed by the renegade 
how to manage herself upon his arrival ; so that she 
received him with an appearance of the utmost love 
and gratitude, and at length persuaded him to trust 
their common friend the rcfnegado with the money he 
had brought over tor their ransom ; as not questioning 
but he would beat down the terms of it, and uego- 
ciate the afiair more to their advantage than 'they 
themselves could do. The good man admired her 
prudence, and followed her advice. 1 wish I could 
conceal the sequel of this story, but since T cannot, 
I shall dispatch it in as few words as possible. Xhe 
Castilian having slept longer than ordinary the next 
morning, upon his awaking, found his wife had left 
him. jfie immediately arose and inquired after her, 
1>ut was told that she was seen with the renegado 
about break of day. In a word, her lover having 
got all things ready for their departure, they soon 
made their escape out of the territories of Algiers, 
carried away the money, and left the Castilian in 
captivity ; who partly through the cruel treatment of 
the incensed Algerine his master, and partly through 
the unkind usage of his unfaithful wife, died sora^ 
few months after, L, 
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— Scriberejttsait amor. 

OVID. Ep. It. 10. 

Love bade me write. 

Thb foUowiog letters are written witli such an 
air of sincerity that I cannot deny the inserting of 
them. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

• Though you are everywhere in your writ- 
ings a friend to women, I do not remember that you 
have directly considered the mercenary practice of 
men in the choice of wives. If you will please to 
employ your thoughts upon that subject, you would 
easily conceive the miserable condition many of us 
are in, who not only from the laws of custom ancl 
modesty are restrained from making any advances 
towards our wishes, but are also, from the circum- 
stance of fortune, out of all hopes of being ad- 
dressed to by those whom wc love. Under all these 
disadvantages I am obliged to apply myself to you, 
and hope 1 shall prevail with you to print in your 
very next paper the following letter, wliich is a de- 
claration of passion to one who has made some faint 
addresses to me for some time. I believe he ardently 
loves me, but tiie inequality of my fortune makes him 
think he cannot answer it to tiie world, if he pursues 
his designs by way of marriage ; and 1 believe, as he 
does not want discerning, he discovered me looking 
at hun the other day uoawares, in such a mauneri a$ 



Q2 SPECTATOR. N» 199 » 

has raised his hopes of gaining me on terms the men 
call easier. But my heart was very fiill on this occa- 
sion, and if you know what love and honour are, 
you will parcion me that I use no farther arguments 
with you, but hasten to ray letter to him, whom! 
call Oroondates*; because if I do not succeed, it 
shall look iikeiromance; and if I am regarded, you 
shall receive a pair of gloves at my wedding, sent to 
you under the name of Statira.' 

< TO OROONDATES. 

*SIR, * 

* After very much perplexity in myself 
aiM revolving how to acquaint you with my own 
sentiments, and expostulate with you concerning 
yours, I have chosen thb way, by which means I 
can be at once revealed to you, or if you please, lie 
concealed. If I do not within a few days find the 
effect which I hope from this, the whole affair shall 
be buried in oblivion. But alas! what am I going 
to do, when I am about to tell you that 1 love you/ 
But after I have done so, I am to assure you, that 
with all the passion which ever entered a tender 
heart, I know I can banish you from my sight for 
ever, when I am convinced that you have no incli- 
nations towards me but to my dishonour. But alas! 
sir, why should you sacrifice the real and essential 
happiness of life to the opinion of a world, that 
moves upon no other foundation but professed error 
and prejudice? You all can observe that riches 
alone do not make you happy, and yet give up every 
thmg else when it stands in competition with riches* 
Since the world is so bad, that religion is left to us 
silly women, and you men act generally upon prin- 

* A celebrated name in Mademoiselle Scodery** French 
romance of The Oran4 Cyrus, &c. «' 
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ciples of profit and pleasure, I will talk to ypu with* 
out arguiug from any thing but what may be most 
to your advantage, as a man of the woridf. And I 
will lay before you tlie state of the case, sup})osing 
that you had it in your power to make me your mis- 
tress or your wife, and hope to convince you that the 
latter is more for your interest, and will coutribute 
more to your pleasure. 

* We will suppose then tlic scene was laid, and you 
were now in expectation of the approaching; evening 
wherein I was to meet you, and be carried to wliat 
convenient comer of tlie town you ti]ou/j:ht fit, to 
consummate all which your wanton imagination has 
promised to you in the possession of one who is in the 
bloom of youth, and in the reputation of innocence. 
You would soon have enough of me, as I am sprightly, 
young, gay, and airy. When fancy is sated, and 
finds all the promises it made itself* false, where is 
now the innocence which charmed you? The first 
hour you are alone, you will find that the pleasure 
of a debauchee is only that of a destroyer. He blasts 
all the fruit he tastes ; and where the brute has been 
devouring, there is nothing left worthy the relish of 
the man. Reason resumes her place after imagina- 
tion is cloyed ; and I am with the utmost distress and 
confusion to behold myself the cause of uneasy re- 
flecticNas to you, to be visited by stealth, and dwell 
for the future with two companions (the most unfit 
for each other in the world) solitude and guilt. I 
will not insist upon the shameful obscurity we should 
pass our time in, nor run over tlie little short snatches 
of fresh air, and free commerce, which all people 
must be satisfied with, whose actions will not bear 
examination, but leave them to your reflections, who 
have seen enough of that life, oi which I have but a 
mere idea. 

' On the other hand, if you can be so good and 
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generous as to make me your wife, you may pro* 
mise yoitirself all the obedience and tenderness with 
which gratitude can inspire a virtuous woman. 
Whatever gratifications you may promise yoursdf 
from an agreeable person, whatever compliances 
from an easy temper, whatever consolations from a 
sincere friendship, yon may expect as the due of 
your generosity. What at present in your ill view 
you promise yourself from me, will be followed 
with distaste and satiety; but the transports of a 
virtuous love are the least part of its happiness. 
The raptures of innocent passion are but like light- 
ning to the day, they rather interrupt than advance 
the pleasure of it. How happy then is that life to 
be, where the highest pleasures of sense are but the 
lowest parts of its felicity ? 

' Now am I to repeat to you the unnatural re« 
quest of taking .me in direct terms. I know there 
stands between me and that happiness, the haughty 
daii^hter of a man who can give you suitability to 
your fortune. But if you weigh the attendance and 
behaviour of her who comes to you in partnership 
of your fortune, and expects an equivalent, with 
that of her who enters vour house as honoured and 
obliged by that permission, whom of the two will 
you choose? You, perhaps, will think fit to spend a 
day abroad in the common entertainments of men of 
sense and fortune; she will think herself ill used in 
that absence, and contrive at home an expehce pro- 
portioned to the appearance which you make in the 
world. She is in all things to have a regard to the 
fortune which she brought you, I to the fortune to 
which you introduce me. The commerce betweeu 
you two will eternally have the air of a baigain, be- 
tween us of a friendship: joy will ever enter into 
the room with you, and kind wishes attend my bene- 
Aeior when be leaves it. Ask >{Q«>x^i Viow ^ws^ 
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you be pleased to enjoy for ever the pleasure of hav- 
ing laid an immediate obligation on a grateflil mind ? 
Such will be your case with me. In the other mar« 
riage you will live in )ei constant comparison of bene- 
fits, and never know the happiness of conferring or 
recernng any. 

' It may be you will, after all, act rather in the 
prudential way, according to the sense of the ordi- 
nary world. I know not what I think or say, when 
that melancholy reflection comes upon me; but 
shall only add more, that it is in your power to make 
roe your grateful wife, but never your abandoned 
Biistress.' 

T, 
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VincU amor patruB — 

VIRG. £n. vi. sea. 

The noblest motive is the public good. 

Thb ambition of princes is many times as hurt- 
ful to themselves as to their people. This cannot 
be' doubted of such as prove unfortunate in their 
wars, but it is of^en true too of those who are cele- 
brated for their successes. If a severe view were 
to be taken of their conduct, if the profit and loss 
by their wars could be justly balanced, it would be 
rarely found that the conquest is sufficient to repay 
the cost. 

As I was the other day looking over tlie letters of 
mj correspondents, I took this hint from that of 
Phiiarithmus; which has turned my present thoughts 
vpoD political arithmetic, an art of greater use than 

VOL. IX. o 
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entertainment. My friend has offered an Essay to- 
wards proving that Louis XIV. with all his acquisi- 
tions is not master of more people than at the 
beginning of his wars, nay, that for every subject ha 
had acquired, he had lost three that were his inhe- 
ritance. If Philarithmus is not mistaken in his cal- 
culations, Lewis must have been impoverished by hia 
ambition. 

The prince for the public good has a sovereign 
property in every private person's estate; and con- 
sequently his riches must increase or decrease in 
proportion to the number and riches of his subjects. 
For example ; if sword or pestilence should destroy 
all the people of this metropolis, (God forbid there 
should be room for such a sup{)psition! but if this 
should be the case) the queen must needs lose a 
great part of her revenue,' or at least, what b 
charged upon the city, must increase the burden 
upon the rest of her subjects. Perhaps the inhabi- 
tants here are not above a tenth part of the whole; 
yet as they are better fed, and clothed, and lodged, 
than her other subjects, the customs and excises 
upon their consumption, the imposts upon their 
houses, and other taxes, do very probably make a 
fifth part of the whole revenue of the crown* Bat 
this is not all ; the consumption of the city takes off 
a greut part of the fruits of the whole island ; and 
as it pay^ such a proportion of the rent or yearly 
value of the lands in the country, so it b the caustf 
of payiag such a proportion of taxes upon those 
lands. The loss then of such a people mi^t needs 
be sensible to the prince, and visible to the whole 
kingdom. 

On the other hand, if it should please God to 
drop from heaven a new people equal in number 
and riches to the city, I should be ready to think 
their excises, customs, and hous«rteat would rabs 
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as great a revenue to the crown as would be lost in 
the former case. And as the consumption of this 
new body would be a new market for the fruits of 
the country, all the lands, especially those most 
adjacent, would rise in their yearly value, and pay 
greater yearly taxes to the public. The gain in this 
case would be as sensible as the former loss. 

Whatsoever is assessed upon tlie general, is levied 
upon individuals. It were worth the while then to 
consider what is paid by, or by means of, tlie meanest 
subjects, in order to compute tlie value of every sub- 
ject to the prince. 

For my own part, I should believe that seven* 
eighths of the people are without property in tiiem- 
selves, or the heads of tiieir famiHes, and forced to 
work for their daily bread; and that of this sort 
there are seven milUons in the whole island of Great 
Britain : and yet one would imagine that seven- 
eighths of the whole people should consume at least 
three-fourths of tlie whole fruits of the country. 
If this is the case, tlie subjects without pro|)erty pay 
three-fourths of the rents, and consequently enable 
the landed men to pay three-fourths of their taxes. 
Now if so great a part of tlie land-tax were to be 
divided 1^ seven millions, it would amount to more 
than three shillings to every head. And thus as the 
poor are the cause, without which the rich could 
not pay this tax, even the poorest subject is, upon 
this account, worth three shillings yearly to the 
prince. 

Again; one would imagine the consumption of 
seven-eighths of the whole people should pay two- 
thirds of all the customs and excises. And if tliis sum 
too should be divided by seven millions, viz. the 
number of poor people, it would amount to more 
than seven shillings to every head: and therefore 
with Ms and the fomex ium evei^ pQOi ^viNil^^Xx 
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without property, except of his limbs or labour, is 
worth at least ten shillings yearly to the sovereign. 
So much then the queen loses with every one of ha 
okl, and gains with every one of her new subjects. 

When 1 was got mto this way of thinking, 1 pre- 
sently grew cpnceited of the argument, and was 
just preparing to write a letter of advice to a mem- 
ber of parliament, for opening the freedom of our 
towns and trades, for taking away all manner of 
distinctions between the natives and foreigners. Cor 
repealing our laws of parish settlements, and re- 
moving ever}' other obstacle to the increase of the 
people. But as soon as I had recollected with what 
inimitable eloquence my fellow-labourers had exag- 
gerated the mischiefs of selling the birth-right of 
Britons for a shilling *, of spoiling the pure British 
blood with foreign mixtures, of introducing a con- 
fusion of languages and religions, and of letting in 
fitrangers to eat the bread out of the mouths of our 
own people, I became so humble as to let my pro- 
ject tall to the ground, and leave my country to in- 
crease by the ordinary way of generation. 

As I have always at heart the public good so I 
am ever contriving schemes to promote it; and I 
think I may without vanity pretend to have con- 
trived some as wise as any of the castle-builders* 
I had no sooner given up my former project, but my 
head was presently full of draining fens and marshes, 
banking out the sea, and joining new lands to my 
country ; for since it is thought impracticable to in- 
crease the people to the land, I fell immediately to 

* This is an ironical allusion to some of the popular argu- 
ments that had !>een ur^ed in the year 1708, when a bill was 
brought in for the naturalization of forei|B^ protestants; which, 
on account of Uie odium raised agaiust it^ did not pass into a 
Uw, 
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consider how much would be gained to the prince 
by increasing the land to the people. 

If the same omnipotent power which made the 
world, should at this time raise out of tlie ocean, 
and join to Great 'Britain an equal extent of land, 
with equal buildings, com, cattle, and other conve- 
mencies and necessaries of life, but no men, women, 
nor diildren, I should hardly believe this would add 
cither to the riches of the people, or reveime of the 
prince; for since the present buildings are sufficient 
lor idl the inhabitants, if any of them should forsake 
the old to inhabit the new part of tlie island, tlie 
increase of house-rent in tliis would be attended 
with at least an equal decrease of it in the other. 
Besides, we have such a sufficiency of com and 
cattle, that we give bounties to our neighbours to 
take what exceeds of the former off our hands, and 
we will not sufter any of the latter to be imported 
upon us by our fellow-subjects; and for the remain- 
ing product of the country, 'tis already equal to all 
our markets. But if all these things should be 
doubled to the same buyers, the owners must be 
glad with half then: present prices, the landlords 
with half their present rents: and thus by so great 
an enlargement of the country, tlie rents in the 
whole would not increase, nor the t^es to tht 
public. 

On the contrary, I should believe they would 
be very much diminished; for as the laud is only 
valuable for its fruits, and these are all pensliable, 
and for the most part must eitlier be used witliin 
the year, or perish without use, the owners will get 
rid of them at any rate, rather than they should 
waste in their possession: so that it is probable the 
annual production of tliose perishable things, evei^ 
of the tenth part of them, beyond all i)ossibility of 
U8e^ wjll reduce one half of their value. It seems 
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to be for ibis reason that our neigbbour merchants 
%^'ho ingross all the spkes, and know how great a 
quantity is equal to the demand, destroy all that 
exceeds it. It were natural then to think that tbe^ 
annual production of twice as much as can be used, 
must reduce all to an eighth part of their preaent 
prices; and thus this extended island would not 
exceed one-fourth part of its present value, or pay 
mure than one-fourth part of the present tax. 

It is generally observed, that in countries of the 
greatest plenty tliere is the poorest living; like the 
schoolman's ass in one of my speculations, the peo- 
ple almost starve between two meals. The truth 
is, the poor, which are the bulk of a nation, work 
only that they may live; and if with two days* la- 
bour they cau get a wretched subsistence, tliey will 
hardly be brought to work the other four. But then 
with the wages of two da^s they can neither pay 
such prices for their provisions, nor such excises to 
the government. 

That paradox therefore in old Ilesiod, nrXiov y^yivt) 
vavris, or, ' half is more than the whole,' is very applica- 
ble to the present case ; since nothing is more true in 
political arithmetic, than that the same people with 
naif a country is more valuable than with the whole. 
I begin to think there was nothing absurd in Sir W. 
Petty, when he fancied if all the highlands of Scot- 
land and the whole kingdom of Ireland were sunk 
in the ocean, so that the people were all saved and 
brought into the lowlands of Great Britain; nay, 
tliough they were to be reimbursed the value oi 
their estates by the body of the people, yet both 
the sovereign and the subjects in general would be 
enriched by the very loss. 

If the |)eople only make the riches, the father of 
ten children is a greater benefactor to his country, 
tlian he who has added to it 10,000 acres of laud. 



N«201. SPECTATOR. 51 

and no people. I^:|^ certain Lewis has joined vast 
tracts of land to his dominions: but if Philarithmus 
savs true, that he is not now master of so many 
8ul>jects as before; we may then account for his not 
being able to bring such mighty armies into the 
field, and for their being neither so well fed, nor 
dothed, nor paid as formerly. The reason is plain, 
Lewis must needs have been impoverished not ouly 
by his loss of subjects, but by his acqubitiou of 
bnds. T. 
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Rdtgeniem este oportet, religiosumnefaa, 

Inccrti Autoris apud Aal. Gell. 

A man should be religious, not superstitious. 

It is of the last importance to season the passions of 
a child with devotion, which seldom dies in a mind 
that has received an early tincture of it. Though 
it n»y seem extinguished for a while by the cares of 
the world, the heats of youth, or the allurements of 
vice, it generally breaks out and discovers itself 
again as soon as discretion, consideration, age, or 
mbfortunes have brought the man to himself. The 
fire may be covered and overlaid, but cannot be en- 
tirely quenched and smothered. 

A state of temperance, sobriety, and justice, with- 
out devotion, is a cold, lifeless, insipid condition of 
virtue; and b rather to be styled philosophy than 
religion. Devotion opens the mind to great con- 
ceptions, and tills it with more sublime ideas than 
any that are to be met with in the most exulteid 
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science; and at the same time warms and agitates 
the soul more than sensual pleasure. 

It has been observed by some writers, that maa 
Is more distinguished from the animal world by de- 
votion than by reason, as several brute creatures 
discover in their actions something like a faint fjUoi- 
mering of reason, though they betray in no smgk 
circumstance of their behaviour any thin^ that bean 
the least affinity to devotion. It is certam, the pro- 
pensity of the mind to religious worship, the natund 
tendency of the soul to fly to some superior being 
for succour in dangers and distresses, the gratitude 
to an invisible superintendent wliich arises in ui 
upon receiving any extraordinary and unexpected 
good fbrtune, the acts of love and admiration with 
which the thoughts of men are so wonderfully trans- 
ported in meditating upon the divine perfections, 
and the universal concurrence of all tne nations 
imder heaven in the great article of adoration, 
plainly shew that devotion or religious worship must 
be the eflcct of tradition from some first founder oi 
mankind, or that it is conformable to the natural 
light of reason, or tliat it proceeds from an instinei 
implanted in the soul itself. For my part, I loot 
upon all these to be tlie concurrent causes : but which 
ever of them shall be assigned as the principle o 
divine worship, it manifestly points to a Suprenv 
Being as the nrst author of it. 

I may take some other opportunity of considerin] 
those particular forms and methods of devotioi 
which are taught us by Christianity ; but shall her 
observe into what errors even this divine principl 
may sometimes lead us, when it is not moderate 
by that right reason which was given us as the guid 
of all our actions. 

The two great errors into which a mistaken dev< 
tioD may betray us^ are enthusiasm ^d superstitio: 
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There is not a more mekuicholy object than a man 
who has his head turned with a religious enthusiasm. 
A person that is crazed, though with pride or malice, 
is a sight very mortifying to human nature; but 
when tiie distemper arises from any indiscreet fer- 
vours of devotion, or too intense an application of 
the mind to its mistaken duties, it deserves our com- 
paasioa in a more particular manner. We may 
however learn this lesson from it, that since devo- 
tion itself (which one would be apt to think could 
not be too warm) may disorder the mind, unless its 
heats are tempered with caution and prudence, we 
should be particularly careful to keep our reason as 
cool as possible, ana to guard ourselves in all parts 
of life against tlie mfluence of passion, imagination, 
and constitution. 

Devotion, when it does not lie under the check 
of reason, is very apt to degenerate into enthusiasm. 
When the mind finds herself very much iuflanied 
with her devotions, she is too much inclined to think 
they are not of her own kindling, but blown up by 
something divme witliui her. if she indulges this 
thought too far, and humours the growing passion, 
she at last flings herself into imaginary raptures and 
ecstasies; and when once she fancies herself under 
the influence of a divine impulse, it is no wonder if 
she slights human ordinances, and refuses to comply 
with any establbhed form of religion, as thinking 
herself airected by a much superior guide. 

As enthusiasm is a kind of excess in devotion, super- 
stition is the excess, not only of devotion, but of reli- 
gion in general, according to an old heathen saying, 
quoted by Aulus Geliius *, * Relio;entem esse oportet, 
reUf^osum nefas;' * A man should be religious, not 
fuperstitious.' For as the author tells us, Nigidius 

* Noptss Atticae, lib. iv. cap. 9. 
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observed upon this passage, that the Latin words 
which terminate in oms generally imply vicious cha- 
racters, and the having of any quality to an excess. 

An enthusiast in religion is like an obstinate clown, 
a superstitious man like an insipid courtier. Enthu- 
siasm has something hi it of madness, superstition of 
folly. Most of the sects that fdll short of the church 
of England have in them strong tinctures of enthu- 
siasm, as the Roman catliolic religion is one huge 
overgrown body of childish and idle superstitions. 

The Roman catholic church seems indeed irreco- 
verably lost in tliis particular. If iln absurd dress 
or behaviour be introduced in the world, it will soon 
be found out and discarded. On the contrary, a 
habit or ceremony, though never so ridiculous, which 
has taken sanctuarv in the church, sticks in it for 
ever. A Gothic bishop, perhaps, thought it proper 
to repeat such a form in such particular shoes or 
slippers; another fancied it would be verv decent if 
such a part of public devotions were perrormed with 
a mitre on his head, and a crosier in his hand. To 
this a brother Vandal, as wise as the others, adds 
an antic dress, which he conceived would allude 
very aptly to such and such mysteries, till by de- 
grees the whole office has degenerated into an empty 
uiow. 

Their successors see the vanity and inconvenience 
of the ceremonies ; but instead of reforming, per- 
haps add others, which they think more significant^ 
and which take possession in the same manner, 
and are never to be driven out after they have been 
once admitted. I have seen the Pope officiate at 
St. Peter s, where, for two hours together, he was 
busied in putting on or off his different accoutre^ 
ments, according to the different parts he was to act 
in them. 

Nothing is so glorious in the eyes of mankindi 
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nd ornamental to human nature, setting aside tlie 
nfinite advantages which arise irom it, as a strong, 
teady, masculine piety; but enthusiasm and supcr- 
tition are the weaknesses of human reason, that ex- 
KMe us to the scorn and derision of infidels, and 
ink OS even below the beasts that perish. 

Idolatry may be looked upon as another error 
uising from mistaken devotion; but because ref)ec« 
ions on that subject would be of no use to an £ng- 
ish reader, I shall not enlarge upon it L. 
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Stepe decern vi^ mrirtkctior^ odit et horret. 

H0K.lEp.zvUi. 25. 

Though ten times worse themselves, you'll frequent view 
Those who vrith keenest rage will ceosure you. 

P. 

The other day as I passed along the street, I saw 
I sturdy ^prentice-boy chsputing with a hackney- 
coachman; and in an instant, upon some word of 
MDOvocation, throw off his hat and periwig, clench 
iii fist, and strike the fellow a slap on the face; at 
the same tune calling him rascal, and telling him he 
ivas a gentleman's son. The young gentleman was, 
it seems, bound to a blacksmitli; and the debate 
arose about payment for some work done about a 
coach, -near which they fought. Hb master, during 
the combat, was full of his boy*s praises ; and as he 
eaUed to him tQ play with his hand and foot, and 
throw in his iieMi, he made all us who stood round 



\ 
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him of his party, by declaring the boy bad very 
good friends, and he could trust him with witoM 
gold. As I am generally in tlie theory of mankindi 
I could not but make my reflections upon the sudden 
popularity which was raised about the lad ; and 
perhaps with my friend Tacitus, fell into observa-' 
tions upon it, which were too great for the occasioD ; 
or' ascribed tliis general favour to causes which had 
nothing to do towards it. But the young black- 
smith's being a gentleman was, methought, what 
created him good-will from his present equality with 
the mob about him. Add to thb, tliat he was not 
so much a gentleman, as not, at the same time that 
he called himself such, to use as rough methods for 
his defence as his antagonist. The advantage of 
his having good friends, as his master expressed it, 
was not lazily urged ; but he shewed himself supe- 
rior to the coachman in the personal qualities of 
courage and activity, to confirm that of his being 
well allied, before his bulh was of any service to 
him. 

If one might moralize from this silly story, a man 
would say, that whatever advantages of fortune, 
birth> or any other good, people possess above the 
rest of the world, they should shew colkteral emi* 
nencies besides those distinctions; or those distinc- 
tions will avail only to keep up common decencies 
'and ceremonies, and not to preserve a real place of 
fevour or esteem in the opimon and common sense 
of their fellow-creatures. 

The folly of people's procedure, in imagimnf 
that notbmg more is necessary than property and 
superior circomstances to support them m distinct 
tion, appears in no way so much as in the domestic 
part of Ufe. It is ordinary to feed their humoon 
mto unnatural excrescences, if I may so speak, and 
vake their whole being a wayward and uneasy coa- 
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ditioiiy for want of the obvious reflection that all 
parts of human life is a commerce. It is not only 
paying wages, and giving commands, that consti- 
tutes a master of a femfly ; but prudence, equal 
behaviour, with readmess to protect and cherish 
them^ is what entitles a man to that character in 
liieir very hearts and sentiments. It is pleasant 
enough to observe, that men expect from then: de- 
pendents, from their sole motive of fear, all the 
good eflects which a liberal education, and aflluent 
n>rtune, ai«d every other advantage, cannot produce 
m themselves. A man will have his servant just, 
^Cligent, sober, and chaste, for no other reasons but 
the tenx>r of losing his master's favour; when all 
the laws divine and human cannot keep him whom 
he serves within bounds, with relation to any one of 
those virtues. But both in great and ordinary 
affairSy all superiority, which is not founded on 
merit and virtue, is supported only by artifice and 
stratagem. Thus you see flatterers are the agents 
in Ikrailies of humourists, and those who govern 
themselves by any thing but reason. Make-bates, 
distant relations, poor lunsmen, and indigent fol- 
lowers, are the fry which support the economy of 
an humoursome rich man. He b eternally whis- 
pered with intelligence of who are true or nilse to 
mm in matters of no consequence, and he maintains 
twenty friends to defend him against the insinuations 
of one who would perhaps cheat him of an old 
coat. 

I shall not enter into farther speculation upon thu 
Bubiect at present, but think the foUowmg letters 
UKl petition are made up of proper sentiments on 
this occasion. 
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* MR. SPECTATOR, 

' I AM a servant to an old lady who is go- 
Yeraed by oue she calls her friend ; who is so familiar 
an oue, that she takes upon her to advise her with- 
out being called tQ it, and makes her uneasy with all 
about her. Pray, sir, be pleased to give us some 
remarks upon voluntary counsellors; and let these 
people know that to give any body advice, is to say 
to that person, " I am your betters." Pray, sir, as 
near as you can, describe that eternal flirt and dis- 
turber of families, Mrs. Taperty, who is always 
visiting, and putting people m a way, as they call 
it. It you can make her stay at home one evenmg, 
you will be a general benemctor of all the ladi^ 
women in town, and particularly to 

Your loving friend, 

SUSAN civil/ 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* 1 AM a footman, and live with one of those 
men, each of whom is said to be one of the best- 
humoured men in the world, but that he is passion- 
ate. Pray be pleased to inform them, that he who 
is passionate, and takes no care to command his 
hastiness, does more injury to his friends and ser- 
vants in one half hour, than whole years can atone 
for. Thb master of mine, who is the best man 
alive in common fame, disobliges somebody every 
day he lives ; and strikes me for the next thing I do, 
because he is out of humour at it. If these sentlc 
men knew that they do all the mischief that is ever 
done in conversation, they would reform ; and I 
who have been a Spectator of gedtlemeu at dinner 
for many years, have seen that indiscretion does ten 
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jmes more mischief tlian ill-Dature. But you will 
represeiit this better than 

Your abused humble servaut, 

THOMAS smoky/ 

TO THE SPECTATOR. 

' The humble petition of John Steward, Robert 
Butler, Harry Cook, and Abigail Chambers, in 
behalf of themselves and their relations belong- 
ing to and dispersed in the several services of 
most of the great families within the cities of 
London and Westminster ; 

* Sheweth, 

* TiiAT in many of the families in which 
your petitioners live and are employed, the -seve- 
ral heads of them are wholly unacquamted with what 
is business, and are very httle judges when they are 
well or ill used by us your said petitioners. 

* That for want of such skill in their own affairs, 
and by indulgence of thehr own laziness and pride» 
they continually keep about them certain mischievous 
animals called spies. 

* That whenever a spy is entertained, the peace of 
diat house is from that moment banished. 

'That spies never give an accouut of good ser- 
vices, but represent our mirth and freedom by the 
words, wantonness and disorder. 

* That in all families where there are spies, there 
is a general jealousy and misunderstanding. 

* That the masters and mistresses of such houses 
Hve in continual suspicion of their ingenuous and true 
aervants, and are given up to the management of 
those who are false and pertidious. 

* That such masters and mistresses who entertain 
tfkis, are no iongerniore than cyphers in their owin 
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families ; and that we your petitioners are with grea 
disdain obliged to pay all our respect, and expec 
all our maintenance from such spies. 

' Your petitioners therefore most humbly pray, tha 
you would represent the premises to all per 
sons of condition ; and your petitioners^ as ii 
duty bounds shall for ever pray, &c/ 

T. 
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Phoebe pater y si das higus mihi nominis usum 
Necfalstt Clytnene adpam sub imagine celat; 

Pignoraday gemtor 

OVID. Met. ii. 98. 

Illustrions parent ! if I yet may claun 
The name of son, O rescue me from shame ; 
My mother's troth confirm; all doubt remove 
By tender pledges of a father's love. 



There is a loose tribe of men whom I have no 
yet taken notice of, that ramble into all the comer 
of this great city, in order to seduce such unfortu 
nate females as fall into their walks. These aban 
doned profligates raise up issue in every quarter of th* 
town, and very often, for a valuable consideration 
father it upon the churchwarden. By this mean 
there are several married men who have a httl< 
family m most of the parishes of London and West 
minster, and several bachelors who are undone by ] 
charge of children. 

When a man once gives himself this liberty o 
preying at large, and living upon the common^ h* 
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finds so much game in a populous city, that it is sur- 
prising to consider the numbers which he sometimes 
propagates. We see many a young fellow who is 
scarce of age, that could lay his claim to the jus 
trium liberarumf or the privileges which were sranted 
by the Roman laws to all sucli as were fathers of 
three children. Nay, I have heard a rake, who \\ as 
not quite five and twenty, declare himself the father 
of a seventh son, and very prudently determine to 
breed him up a physician. In short, the town is full 
of these young patriarchs, not to mention several 
battered beaus, who, like heedless spendthrifts that 
squander away their estates before they are masters 
of them, have raised up their whole stock of children 
before marriage. 

I must not here omit the particular whim of an 
impudent hbertine, tliat had a little smattering of 
heraldry; and observing how the genealogies of 
great fkmihes were often drawn up in the shape of 
trees, had taken a fancy to dispose of his own ille- 
gitimate issue in a figure of the same kind : 



Nee lottgum tempua et ingena 



Eodit ad ceelum ramisfelicUnu arbaSy 
Miraiwrque nofMufrcmdeSf et namsuapomtu 

VIRG. Georr. U. 80. 

And in short space the laden boiighs arise, 
With happy fVuit advancmg to the skies : 
Tlie mother plant admires the leaves unknown 
Of alien treesi and apples not her own. 

DRYDEN. 

The trunk of the tree was marked with his own 
fiame. Will Maple. Out of the side of it grew a 
hrge barren branch, inscribed Mary Maple, the 
name of his unhappy wife. The head was adorned 
with five huge boughs. On the bottom of the first 
was written in capital characters Kate Cole, wiia 
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t^nmched out into three sprjssy viz. Wflliam, Ri- 
chard, and Rebecca. Sal Twiford gave bhth to an- 
other bough that shot up mto Sarah, Tom, Will, 
and Frank. The third arm of the tree had only a 
single infant on it, with a space left for a second, 
the parent from whom it sprung being near her 
time when the author took this ingenious device 
into his head. The two other great boughs were 
very plentifully loaden with fruit of the same kind ; 
besides which there were many ornamental branches 
that did not bear. In short, a more flourishing tree 
never came out of the herald's office. 

What makes this generation of vermin so vert 
prolific, is the inderatigable dih'gence with whicn 
they apply themselves to their business. A man 
does not undergo more watchings and fatigues in a 
campaign, than in the course of a vicious amour. 
As it is said of some men, that tliey make their busi- 
ness theur pleasure, these sons of darkness may he 
said to mike their pleasure their business. They 
might conquer their corrupt inclinations with half the 
pains they are at in gratifying them. 

Nor is the invention Of these men less to be ad- 
mired than their industry and vigilance. There is a 
fragment of Apolloderus the comic poet (who was 
contemporary with Menander) which is full of hu- 
mour, as follows : < Thou mayest shut up thy doors,' 
says he, ' witli bars and bolts. It will be impossible 
ibr the blacksmith to make them so &8t, but a cat 
and a whore-master will find a way through them/ 
In a word, there is no head so full of stratagems as 
that of a libidinous man. 

Were I to propose a punishment for this infamous 
ittce of propagators, it should be to send them, after 
the second or third offence, into our American colo- 
nies, in order to people those parts of her majesty's 
^oninions wher^ there is a want of inhabitants^ and 
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m the phrase of Diogenes, to ' plant men/ Some 
countries punish tliis crime with death ; but I think 
such a banishment would be sufficient, and might 
turn thb generative faculty to the advantage of the 
public. 

In the mean time, until these gentlemen may be 
dius disposed of, I would earnestly exhort them to 
tike care of those unfortunate creatures whom they 
have brought into the world by these indirect me- 
thods, and to give their spurious children such an 
education as may render them more virtuous than 
their parents. This is the best atonement they can 
make for their own crimes, and indeed the only 
method that b left them to repair their past mis- 
carriages. 

I would likewise desire them to ccmsider, whe* 
tiier they are not bound in common humanity, 
as well as by all the obligations of reUgion and na- 
ture, to make some provision for those whom they 
have not only given life to, but entailed upon them, 
though very unreasonably, a degree of shame and 
disgrace. And here I cannot but take notice of 
those depraved notions which prevail among us, 
and which must have taken rise from our natural 
iodioation to favour a vice to which we are so very 
prone, namely, tliat bastardy and cuckoldom should 
b^ looked upon as reproaches; and that the igno- 
miny which b only due to lewdness and falsehood, 
should fall in so unreasonable a manner upon the 
persons who are innocent. 

I have been insensibly drawn into thb discourse 
by the following letter, which b drawn up with 
such a spirit of sincerity, that I question nf»t but 
the writer of it has represented hb case in a true 
uid genuine li^ht 
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* SIR, 

M AM one of those people who by the gene- 
ral opinion of the world are counted both infamous 
and unhappy. 

' My father is a very eminent man in this king- 
dom, and one who bears considerable offices in it. 
I am his son, -but ray misfortune is. That I dare not 
call him father, nor he without shame own me as 
his issue, I being illegitimate, and therefore de- 
prived of that endearing tenderness and unparalleled 
satisfactiou which a good man finds in the love and 
conversation of a parent. Neither have I the op- 
portunities to render him the duties of a son, be 
having always carried himself at so vast a distance, 
and with such superiority towards me, that by long 
use I have contracted a timorousness when before 
him, which hinders me from declaring my own neces- 
sities, and giving him to understand the inconveniences 
1 undergo. 

* It is. my misfortune to have been neither bred a 
scholar, a soldier, nor to any kind of business, 
which renders me entirely incapable of making pro- 
vision for myself without his assistance ; and this 
creates a continual uneasiness in my mind, fearing 
I shall in time want bread ; my father, if I may so 
call him, giving me but very faint assurances of 
dping any thing for me. 

' 1 have hitherto lived somewhat like a gentleman, 
and it would be very hard for me to labour for my 
living. I am in continual anxiety for my future 
fortune, and under a great un happiness in losing 
the sweet conversation and friendly advice of my 
parents ; so that I cannot look upon myself other- 
wise than as a monster, strangely sprung up in nature, 
which every one is ashamed to own. 

* J am thought to be a man of some natural parts. 
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and by the continual readins what you have offered 
the worldy become an admirer thereof, which has 
drawn me to make this confession; at the same time 
hopiDg, if any thing herein shall touch you with a 
flense of pit^, you would then allow me the favour 
of your opmion thereupon ; as also what part I, 
being unlawfully bom, may claim of the man's affec- 
tion who begot me, and now far in your opinion I 
tm to be thought his son, or he acknowledged as 
■y fiitber. Your sentiments and advice herein will 
be a great consolation and satisfaction to, 

SIR, 

Your admirer, &c. 



w, b/ 
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Urit gntia pr^tenriiusy 
Et vuUui imiitikM hJmcui mtficL 

uoa. 1 Od. lix. 1. 

Her fiu;e too dazdingibr the tight, 
Her wnmmg coynew fires my loal, 
I ieel a strange delight. 

I AM not at all displeased that I am become the cou- 
rier of love, and that the distressed in that passion 
convey their complaints to each other by my means. 
Ilie following letters have lately come to my hands^ 
and shall have their place with great witlmgness. 
As to the reader's entertainment, he will, I hope^ 
fbigive the inserting such particulars as to him may 
peraaps seem frivolous, but are to the persons who 
wrote them of the highest consequence. I shall not 
trouble, you with the preftces^ compliments, and 
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apologies made to me l)efore each epistle when it jt 

was desired to be .inserted ; but in general tbey tell | 

me, that the persons to whom they are *tuldresaed i 

have intimations, by phrases apd sdlusions in tlkm, \ 
from whence they came. 



I 



TO THE SOTHADE& 

t 

*' The word, by which I address you, givei 
you, who understand Portuguese*, a lively image 
of the tender regard I have for you. The Suectai- 
tor's late letter from Statira gave me the hmt to 
use the same method of explaining myself to you. 
I am not aftronted at the design your late behaviour 
discovered you had in your addresses to me ; but I 
impute it to the degeneracy of the age. rather than 
your particular fault. As I aim at nothing more 
than being yours, 1 am willing to be a stiteiger to 
your- name, your fortune, or any figure which your 
wife might expect to make in the world, provided 
ray commerce with you is not to be a guilty one. 
I resign ^ay dress, the pleasures of visits, equipage, 
plays, balls, and opera% ^for that one satisfaction of 
having you for ever minie. I am willing you shall 
industriously conceal the only cause of triumph 
which I can know in this Ufe. I wish only to have 

* The Portuguese word Saudades (here inaccurately writ- 
ten Sothades) signifies, the most relined, most tender and ar- 
dent desires for something absent, accompanied with a solici- 
tude and anxious regard, which cannot be expressed by one 
word in any other langiiaf^e. * Sandade,' say the dictionariei, 
' mgmfica, Finwnm/o sentimiento del bien ansente^ wm deseo de 
po$8f.erlo.* — Hence the word Saudades comprehends every 
good wish : and Muitas Saudades is the highest wish and com- 
pliment that can be paid to another. So if u person is observ- 
ed to be melancholy, and is asked ^ What ails himP if he 
answers, Tenho Saudades; it is understood to mean, ' I am 
uxider the ipost re^aa^d torment for ^^ absence of my love ', or 
from being absent from' my country, 6cc/ 
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my duty, as well as my inclinatioo, to study your 
ippiness. If this has not the diect this letter seems 
* aim at^ yon are to understand that I had a mind 

> be rid of you, and took the readiest way to pail 
>u with «n offer of wliat you would never desist 
irsuing while }[ou received ill usage. Be a true 
an ; be my slave while you doubt me, and neglect 
« when you think I love you. I defy you to tind 
ut what is your present circumstance with me : but 
know while I can keep this suspense, 

lam your admired 

BELINDA.' 
< MADAM, 

Mt is a strange state of mind a man is m, 
'hen the very imperfections of a woman he loves 
yurn into excellencies and advantages. I do assure 
ou, I am very much afraid of venturing upon you. 
now like you in spite of my reason, and think it 
n ill .circumstance to owe one's happiness . to no- 
biag but infatuation. I can see you ogle all the 
oung fellows who look at you, and observe your 
ye wander after new conquests every moment you 
re in a public place ; and yet there is such a beauty 
1 all your looks and gestures, that I cannot but ad- 
tiire you in the very act of endeavouring to gain 
he hearts of others. Mv condition is the same with 

• 

bat of the lover in the Way of the World. I have 
tadied your faults so long, that tliey are become as 
uniliar to me, and I like them as well as I do my 
wn. Look to it, madam, and consider whether 
'ou think this gay behaviour will appear to me as 
inuable when an husband, as it does now to me a 
over. Things are so iar advanced, that we must 
)roceed ; and I hope you will lay to heart, that it 
will be becoming in* me to appear still your lover, 
Nit not in yon to be ftili my mbliess. Gaiety in 
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the matrimonial life is graceful in one sex, but ex- ! 
ceptionable in the other. As you improve these f 
Iktle hints, you will ascertain the happiness or unea^ 
smess ofy ^ 

MADAM, 

Your most obedient, 

most humble servant 

T. d/ 

'sir, 

* When I sat at the window, and you at the 
other end of the room by my cousin, I saw you 
catch me looking at you. Since you have the secret 
at last, which I am sure you should never haife 
known but by inadvertency, what my eyes saki was 
fme. But it is too soon to confirm it with my hand, 
tiierefore shall not subscribe my name/ 

* SIR, 

' Th^re were other gentlemen nearer, and 
I know no necessity yo MLjp re under to take up that 
flippant creature's fan UHfii^t ; but you shall neifer 
touch a stick of mine mm, that's pos. , 

. PHltLIS/ 

To Colonel R s in. Spttin*. 

' Before this can reach the best of huribanb 
and the fondest lover, those tender aames will be 
oi no more concern to me. The indisposition m 
which you, to obey the dictates of your honour aad 
duty, left me, has increased upon me; and I am ac- 
quamted by my physkians I cannot live a week 
longer. At this time my spirits fiiil me; and.it it 

* The penwn to whom this letter is addretsedwMgeBerallf 
lidieved to be CoL Kiversi at the time whin this pqwr wi^ 
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the ardent love I have for you that carries me he- 
yond mj strength, and .enables me to tell you, the 
most pamful thmg m the prospect of death is, that 
I must part with you. But let it he a comfort to 
you, tliat I have no guilt hangs upon me, no unre- 
pented folly that retards me ; but I pass away my 
last hours in reflection upon the happiness we have 
lived in togetlier, and in sorrow that it is so soon to 
have an end. This is a frailty which 1 hope is so 
far from criminal, that methinks there is a kind of 
piety in being so unwilling to be separated from a 
state which is the institution of heaven, and in which 
we have lived according to its laws. As we know no 
more of the next life, but that it will be an ham>y one 
to the good, and miserable to the wicked, why may 
we not please ourselves at least to alleviate the dim- 
culty of resigning this being, in imagining that we shall 
have a sense of what passes below, anamay possibly 
be employed in ^lidmg the steps of those with whom 
we walked with mnocence when mortal ? Why may 
not I hope to go on 'a my usual work, and, though 
unknown to you, be asriitpt in all the conflicts of 
your mind ? Give me leatt to say to you, O best of 
men, that I cannot figure to myself a greater happi- 
ness than in such an employment. To be present at 
all the adventures to which human life is exposed, to 
administer slumber to thy eyelids in the agonies of a 
fever, to cover thy beloved face in the day of battle, 
to go with thee a guardian angel incapable of wound 
or pun, where I have longed to attend thee when a 
weak, a fearful womah : these, my dear, are the 
thoughts with which I warm my poor languid heart. 
But, indeed, I am not capable uuder my present 
weidkness of bearing the strong agonies of mind I fall 
into, when I form to myself me grief you will be in, 
upon your first hearing of my departure. I will not 
4w«U v^Hm Ms, became your kind asuSi ^exifis^>^^ 

VOL, iX» F 
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heart will be but the more afflicted, the more the 
person for whom you lament offers you consolation. 
My last breath will, if I am myself, expire in a prayer 
for you. I shall never see thy face s^ii. Farewell 
ior ever.' T. 
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Deetpimur tpecie recti 

HOR. Ar« Poet. ▼. 2& 

Deluded by a seeming excellence. 

ROSCOMMON. 

When I meet with any vicious character that is not 
generally known, in order to prevent its doing mis- 
chief, 1 draw it at leugthLand set it up as a scare- 
crow ; by which means Nb not only make an ex* 
ample of the person to whom it belongs, but give 
warning to all her majesty's subjects, that they may 
not suffer by it. Thus, to change the allusion, I have 
marked out several of the shoals and quicksands of 
life, and am continually employed in discovering those 
which are still concealed, in order to keep the igno- 
rant and uuwary from running upon them. It is with 
this intention that I publish tl^ following letter, which 
brings to light some secrets of this nature. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* There are none of your speculations whicl 
I read over with greater delight, than those wbidi 
»re design^ for the improveniftat. of ous «ivu Yod 
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have endeavoured to correct our unreasonable fears 
and superstitions, in j^our seventh and twelfth pa- 
pers ; our iaucy for equipage, in your fitileenth ; 
our love of puppet-shows, in your thirty-first ; our 
notions of beauty, in your tliirty-third ; our inclina- 
tion tor romances, in your thirty-sevcuth ; our pas- 
sion for French fopperies, in your forty- filth; our 
manhood and party-zeal, in your fifty-seventh ; our 
abuse of dancing, in your sixty-sixth and sixty-se- 
venth; our levity, in your hundred and twenty- 
eighth ; our love of coxcombs, in your hundred and 
fifty-fourth, and hundred and fifty-seventh ; our ty- 
ranny over the hen-pecked, in your hundred and se- 
venty-sixth. You have described the Pict, in your 
forty-first ; the Idol, in your seventy-third ; tlie De- 
murrer, in your eighty-ninth ; the Salamander, in 
your hundred and ninety-eighth. You have like- 
wise taken to pieces our dress, and represented to 
us the extravagancies we are often guiity of in that 
particular. You have fallen upon our patches, in 
your fiftieth and eighty-first ; our commodes, in your 
ninety-eighth; our fao^jp your hundred and se- 
cond ; our riding-habits, myour hundred and fourth; 
our hoop-petticoats, in your hundred and twenty- 
seventh ; besides a great many little blemishes which 
you have touched upon in your several other pa- 
pers, and in those many letters that are scattered 
up and down your works. At the same time we 
must own that the compliments you pay our sex 
are innumerable, and that those very faults which 
you represent in us, are neither black in themselves, 
nor, as you own, universal among us. But, sir, it 
is plain that these your discourses are calculated for 
none but the fashionable part of womankind, and for 
the use of those who are rather indiscreet than vi- 
cious. But, sir, there is a sort of prostitutes in the 
lower part of our sex, who are a sc'dn!dL'd\\(^ >&&^ ^2C&. 
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very well deserve to fall under your censure, I 
know it would debase your paper too much to enter 
into the behaviour of these lemale libertines ; but, 
as your remarks on some part of it would be a doiu^ 
of justice to several women of virtue and honour 
whose reputations suffer by it, I hope you will noi 
think it improper to give the public some account 
of this nature. You must know, sir, I am provokec 
to write you this letter, by the behaviour of an in& 
mous woman, who, having passed her youth in i 
most shameless state of prostitution, is now one o 
those who gain their livelihood by seducing othec 
that are younger than themselves, and by establishim 
a criminsd commerce between the two sexes. Amonj 
several of her artifices to get money, she frequentl; 
persuades a vain young fellow, that such a woman o 
quality, or such a celebrated toast, entertains ; 
secret passion for him, and wants nothing but an qp 
portimit^ of revealing it. Nay, she has gone so 6 
as to wnte letters in the name of a woman of figure 
to borrow money of one of these foolish Roderigo s^ 
which she has afterwards appropriated to her ow: 
use. In the mean time, tw person who lias lent th 
juoney, has tliought a lady under obligations U 
him, who scarce knew his name ; and wondered a 
her ingratitude when he has been with her, that sh 
has not owned the favour, though at the same tim 
he was too much a man of honour to put her in min* 
of it. 

' When this abandoned baggage meets with 
man who has vanity enough to give credit to rels 
tions of this nature, she turns him to very goo< 
account by repeating praises that were never ul 
tered, and deUvering messages that were never sen 

* AUodiug to the cbaracter so named ia Shakspeare 
Othello. 
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As the hou.% of this shameless creature is frequented 
by several forei^oers, I have heard of another arti- 
me, out of which she often raises money. The fo- 
reigner sighs after some Britbh beauty, whom he only 
knows by fame ; upon which she promises, if he can 
be secret, to procure him a meeting. 'Flie stranger, 
lavished at his good fortune, gives her a present, and 
fa a little time is introduced to some imaginary title ; 
fer you must know that this cunning purveyor has 
her representatives upon this occasion, of some of 
the finest ladies in the kingdom. By this means, as I 
am informed, it is usual enough to meet with a Ger- 
man count in foreign countries, that shall make his 
boasts of favours he has received from women of the 
highest ranks, and the most unblemished characters. 
Now, sir, what safety is Uiere for a woman's reputa- 
tbn, when a lady may be thus prostituted as it were 
by proxy, and be reputed an unchaste woman ; as 
the Hero in the ninth book of Dryden's Virgil is 
looked upon as a coward, because the piraiitoiii which 
appeared in his likeness ran away from l^urnus ? You 
nay depend upon what 1 relate to you to be matter 
of fact, and the ))ractice of more than one of these 
female panders. If you print this letter, 1 may give 
you some farther accounts of this vicious race of wo- 
men. 

Your humble servant, 

BELVIDERA.' 

I shall add two other letters on difierent subjects 
to fill up my paper. 

• MR. SPECTATOR, 

• I AM a country clergyman, and hope you 
will lend nie your assistance in ridiculing some little 
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indecencies which cannot so properly be exposed from 
the pulpit. 

' A widow lady, who straggled this summer from 
London into my parbh for the benefit of the air, as 
she says, appears every Sunday at church with many 
fashionable extravagancies, to the great astonishment 
of my congregation. 

' But what gives us> the most offence is her thea- 
trical manner of singing the Psalms. She introduces 
above fifty Italian airs into the hundredth psalm ; and 
whilst we begin '^ All people" in the old solemn tune 
of our forefathers, she in a quite different key runs 
divisions on the vowels, and adorns them with, the 
graces of Nicolini: if she meets with ''eke" or 
" aye," which are frequent in the metre of Hopkins 
andStemhold, we are certain to hear her quavering 
them half a minute after us, to some sprightly airs of 
the opera. 

' I am very far from bemg an enemy to church 
rau»c ; but fear this abuse of it may make my parish 
ridiculous, who already look on the singing psalms as 
an entertainment, and not part of their devotion : 
besides, I am apprehensive that the hifection may 
spread; for 'Squire Squeeicum, who by his voice 
seems (if I may use the expression) to be cut out for au 
Italian singer, was last Sunday practising the same 
airs. 

' I know the lady's principles, and that she will plead 
the toleration, which (as she fancies) allows her non- 
conformity in this particular ; but I beg of you to ac- 
J quaint her, that singing the Psalms in a different tune 
rom the rest of the congregation is a sort of schisaik 
not tolerated by that act. 

I am, SIR, 
Your very humble servant, 

E. s.' 
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* MB, SPECTATOR, 

' In your paper upon temperance, you pre- 
scribe to us a rule of drinkiogy out of Sir Willianir 
Temple, in the following words : '' The first glass for 
myself, the second for my friends, the third for good- 
liBmour, and the fourth for mine enemies." Now^ 
sir, you must know, that I have read this your Spec- 
tator, in a club whereof I am a member ; when our 
preadent told us there was certainly an error in the 
print, and that the word glass should be bottle ; and 
therefore has ordered me to inform you of this mis- 
take^y and to desire you to publish the following erra- 
tum: In the paper of Saturday, Octob. 13, col. 3, 
line 1 1, for " glass/' read *' bottle." 

Yours, 

L. ROBIN 600DFELL0W.' 
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Quanta quisque nU plura negcEcerity 

A Diis plwraferet 

HOR. SOd. xvi. 21. 

They that do much themselves deny. 
Receive more blessings from the sky. 

CREECH. 

There is a call upon mankind to value and esteem 
those who set a moderate price upon their own me- 
rit; and self-denial is frequently attended with un- 
expected bles^ngs, which in the end abundantly re- 
compense such losses as the modest seem to sufter in 
the ordmary occurrences of life. The curious tell 
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US, a determination in our favour or to our disadvan- 
tage is made upon our first appearance, even befon^ 
tbey know any thing of our characters, but from the 
kilimations men gather from our aspect. A maa, 
they say, wears the picture of his mind in his coun- 
tenance ; and one man's eves are spectacles to to, 
who looks at him to read his heart. But though 
that way of raising an opinion of those we behold in 
public is very fallacious, certain it is, that those, 
who by their words and actions take as much upon 
themselves, as they can but barely demand in the 
strict scrutiny of their deserts, will find their a<> 
count lessen every day. A modest man preserves 
his character, as a frugal man does his fortune; if 
eitlier of them hve to the height of either, one wil( 
find losses, the other errors, which he has not stock 
by him to make up. It virtere therefore a just rule, 
to keep your desires, your words, and actions, withm 
the regard you observe your friends have for you ; 
and never, if it were in a man's power, to take as 
much as he possibly might, eitlier in preferment or 
reputation. My walks have lately been amoiig^ the 
mercantile part of tlie world ; and one gets phrases 
naturally from those with whom one converses. I 
say then, he that in his air, his treatment of others, 
or an habitual arrogance to himself, gives himself 
credit for the least article of more wit, wisdom, good* 
uess, or valour, than he can possibly produce if he is 
called upon, will find the world break in upon him, 
and consider him as one who has cheated them of all 
the esteem they had before allowed him. This brings 
a commission of bankruptcy upon him ; and he that 
might have gone on to his life's end in a pros|>erou9 
way, by aiming at more than he should, is no longer 
proprietor of what he really had before, but his pre 
tensions fare as all things do, which are torn instead 
of being divided^ 
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There is no one livkig would deny Cinna the ap- 
plause of an agreeable and fiicetious wit ; or could 
possibly pretend that there b not soraetliing inimi- 
tably unforced and diverting in his manner of deli- 
vering all his sentiments in his conversation, if he 
were able to conceal the strong desire of applause 
which he betrays in every syllable he utters. But 
they who converse with him, see that all the civi- 
lities they could do to 'him, or tlie kind tilings they 
could say to him, would fall short of what he ex- 
pects ; and therefore, instead of shewing him the 
esteem they hafia for his merit, their reflections 
turn only upon that they observe he has of it him- 
aetf. 

If you go among the women, and behold Glo- 
rana trip into a room with that theatrical ostentation 
of her charms, Mirtiila with that soft regularity in her 
motion, Chloe with such an indifferent fainiliarity, 
Corinna with such a fond approach, and Roxana with 
sudi a demand of respect in the great gravity of her 
entrance ; you find all the sex, who understand them- 
selves and act naturally, wait only for their absence, 
to tell you that all these ladies would impose them- 
selves upon you ; and each of them carry in their be- 
haviour a consciousness of so much more tlian they 
should pretend to, that they lose what would other- 
wise be given them. 

I remember the last time I saw Macbetli, I was 
wonderfully taken with the skill of the poet, in making 
the murderer form fears to himself from the modera- 
tion of the prince whose life he was going to take 
away. He says of tlie king : ' He bore his faculties 
so meekly ;' and justly inferred from thence, that all 
divine and human pow er would join to avenge his 
death, who liad made such an abstinent use of do- 
minion. All that is in a man's power to do to advance 
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his own pomp and glory, and forbears, is so much laid 
up against the day of dbtress ; and pi^ will always be 
his portion in adversity, who acted with gentleness in 
prosperity. 

The great officer who foregoes the advantages he 
might take to himself, and renounces all prudential 
regards to his own person in danger, has so far the 
merit of a volunteer ; and all his honours and glo- 
ries are nnenvieJ, for sharing the common late with 
the same frankness as they do, who have no such 
endearing circumstances to part with. But if there 
were no such cousiderations as the' good eA'ect which 
s<^denial has upon the sense of other men towards 
us, it is of all qualities the most desirable for the 
agreeable disposition in which it places our own 
minds. I cannot tell what better to say of it, than 
that it is the very contrary of ambition ; and that 
modesty allays all those passions and inquietudes to 
which that vice exposes us. He that is moderate 
in his wishes from reason and choice, and not re- 
signed from sourness, distaste, or disappointment, 
doubles all the pleasures of his life. The air, the 
season, a sun-shiny day, or a fair prospect, are in- 
stances of happiness, and that which he enjoys in 
common with all the world, (by his exemption from 
the enchantments by which all the world are be 
witched) are to him uncommon benefits and new 
acquisitions. Health is not eaten up with care, nor 
pleasure interrupted by envy. It is not to him of 
any consequence what this man is famed for, or for 
what the other is preferred. He knows there is in 
such a place an uninterrupted walk ; he can meet in 
such a company an agreeable conversation. He has 
no emulation, he is no man's rival, but every man's 
well-wisher ; can look at a prosperous man, with a 
pleasure in reflecting that he hopes he b as happy 
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as himself: and has his mind and his fortune (as fac-as 
|irud(»ice will allow) open to the unhappy and to the 
stranger. 

Lucceius has learning, wit, humour, eloquence, 
but no ambitious prospects to pursue with these ad- 
vantages ; therefore to the ordinary world he is per^ 
haps thought to want spirit, but known among his 
friends to have a mind of the most consummate great- 
ness. He wants no man's admiration, is in uo need 
of pomp. His clothes please him if they are fashion- 
able and warm; his companions are agreeable if they 
are civil and well-natured. There is with him uo 
occasion for superfluity at meals, or jollity in com- 
pany, in a word, for any thing extraordinary to admi- 
nister dehght to him. Want of prejudice, and com- 
Biand of appetite, are the companions which make 
hb journey of life so easy, that he in all places meets 
wm more wit, more good cheer, and more good 
humour, than is necessary to make him enjoy himself 
with pleasure and satisfaction. 
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N'^gO?. SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1711. 



Ottunlnu in term, qua nmt d Gadibu8 usque 
Auroram et G0ngemy paud dignoscere posmnt 
Vera bona, alque ilUt multUm divena, remotA 
Erroris nelmlA 

JUV. Stt. X. 1. 

Look ronnd the habitable worid, how few 
Know their own good, or, knowfaigit, pnrsue? 
How rarely reason guides the stobbom cfaoicey 
Prompts the fond msh, or lifts the suppliant voice? 

DRYD. JOHNSON, lis. 

In my last Saturday's paper I laid down soine 
thoughts upon devotion m general, and shall heif 
shew what were the notions of the most refined liea> 
thens on this subject, as they are represented in 
Plato's dialogue upon prayer, intitled Alcibiades the 
Second, which doubtless gave occasion to JuvenaTs 
tenth satire, and to the second satire of Persius ; as 
the last of these autliors has almost transcribed the 
preceding dialogue, intitled Alcibiades the First, in 
his fourth satire. 

The speakers in this dialogue upon prayer, are 
Socrates and Alcibiades ; and the substance of it 
(when drawn together out of the intricacies and 
digressions) as follows : 

Socrates meeting hb pupil Alcibiades, as he was 
going to his devotions, and observing his eyes to be 
fixed upon the earth with great seriousness and at- 
tention, tells him, that he had reason to be thought- 
ful on that occasion, since it was possible for a man 
to bring down evils upon himself by his own pray- 
ers, and that those thmgs which the gods sena hin 
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in answer to his petitions, might tarn to his destruc- 
tion. This, says lie, may not only happen wlien a man 
prays for what he knows is mischievous in its own 
nature, as Oedipus inij^ored the gods to sow dissen- 
sioB between his sons; but when he prays for wiiat 
he believes would be for liis good, and against what 
be believes would be to hb detriment. This the 
philosopher shews must necessarily happen among 
us, 'since most men are blinded with ignorance, pre- 
judice, or passion, which hinder them from seeing 
sueh things as are really beneficial to them. For an 
instance, he asks Alcibiades, whether he would not 
be thoroughly pleased and satisfied if that god, to 
whom he was going to address himself, should pro- 
mise to make him the sovereign of the whole earth? 
Akibiades answers, that he £ould, doubtless, look 
upon such a promise as the greatest favour that 
could be bestowed upon him. Socrates then asks 
Um, if after receivms this great favour he would be 
ooDtented to lose his life? Or if he would receive it, 
tfaongh lie was sure he should make an ill use of it? 
To both which questions Alcibiades answers in the 
negative. Socrates then shews him, from the ex- 
amples of others, how these might very probably be 
the effects of such a blessing. He then adds, that 
other reputed pieces of good-rortune, as that of having 
a son, or procuring the highest post in a government, 
are subject to the like ratal consequences; which 
nevertheless, says he, men ardently desire, and would 
not fUil to pray for, if they thouglit their prayers 
m^t be effectual for the obtaining them. 

Having established this great point, that all the 
most apparent blessings in this lite are obnoxious to 
such dreadful consequences, and tliat no man knows 
what in its event would prove to him a blessing or 
a curse, he teaches Alcibiades after what manuer he 
ought to pray. 

TOL. IX. o 
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In tiie first place, be recommends 1o him, as the 
model of his devotions, a short prayer which a Greek 
poet composed for the use of his friends, in the follow- 
ing words: ^ O Jupiter, give us those things which 
are good for us, whether they are such things as^e 
pray for, or such things as we do not pra^^ for: and 
remove from us those tnings which are hurUul, though 
they are such things as we pray for/ > 

In the second place, that his disciple may ask such 
things as are expedient for him, lie shews him, that 
it is absolutely necessary to apply himself to the studv 
of true wisdom, and to the knowledge of that wlucn 
is his chief good, and the most suitable to the excel* 
Icncy of his nature. 

In the third and last place he informs him, that tfa« 
best methods he could make use of to draw down 
blessings upon himself, and to render his prayers 90 
ceptable, would be to live in a constant practice of 
his duty towards the gods, and towards men. Under 
this head he very much recommends a form of prayer 
the Lacedemonians make use of in which they petition 
the gods, ' to give them all good things so long as 
they were virtuous.' Under this head likewise he 
gives a very remarkable account of an oracle to the 
following purpose,: 

When the Athenians in, the war with the Lao&- 
demonians received many defeats both by sea and 
land, they sent a message to the oracle of Jupiter 
Ammon, to ask the reason why they who erect^ so 
many temples to the gods, and adorned them with 
buch costly ofierings; why they who had instituted 
80 immy festivals, and accompanied them with such 
pomps and ceremonies ; in short, ^hy they who had 
slain so many hecatombs at their altars, should be 
less successful than the Lacedemonians, who fell so 
short of them in these particulars^ To this, say9 
he* the oracle made the following reply : ' I am bet* 



!>• 1207. SPECTATOR. 6S 

ter pleased with the prayers of the Lacedemonians 
than with all the oblations of the Greeks.' As this 
prayer implied and encouraged virtue in those who 
made it ; the philosopher proceeds to shew how the 
most vicioos man might be devout, so far as victims 
could make him, but that his offerings were regarded 
by the gods as bribes, and his petitions as blasphemies. 
lie likewise quotes on this occasion two verses out 
of Homer*, in which the poet says, ' that the scent 
of the Trojan sacrifices were carried up to heaven by 
the winds; but that it was not acceptable to the gods, 
who were displeased with Priam and all his people/ 

The conclusion of this dialogue is very remark* 
able. Socrates having deterred Alcibiades from the 

ryers aiid sacrifice which he was going to offer, 
setting forth the above-mentioned dithculties of 
performing that duty as he ought, adds these words, 

* We must therefore wait until such time as we may 
learn how we ou^ht to behave ourselves towards the 
gods, and towards men.' * But when will that time 
come,' says Alcibiades, ' and who is it that will in- 
struct usf for I would fain see this man, whoever he 
is.' * It is one,' says Socrates, ' who takes care of 
you; but as Homer tells us, that Minerva removed 
the mist from Diomede*s eyes that he might plainly 
discover both gods and men f , so the darkness that 
hangs upon your mind must be removed before you 
are able to discern what is good and what is evil/ 
'Let him remove from my mind/ says Alcibiades, 

* the darkness and what else he pleases, I am deter- 
mined to refuse nothing he shall order me, whoever 
he is, so that I may become the better man by it.* 
The remaining part of this dialogue is very obscure : 
there is something in it that would make us think 
Socrates hinted at liimself, when he spoke of tiiia 

• Biad viii. 546, &€• t Ibid. 1. 127. 
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diviuc teacher who was to come into the world, did 
not he own that he himself was in thb respect m 
much at 4 loss, and in as great distress as the rest ol 
mankind. 

Some learned men look upon this conclusion as a 
prediction of our Saviour, or at least that Socrates^ 
like the high priest*, prophesied unknowingly, ai^i 
pointed at mat Divine Teacher who was to come into 
the world some ages after him. However that may 
be, we find that this great philosopher saw by the hgfat 
of reason, that it was suitable to the goodness of the 
divine nature, to send a person into the world who 
should instruct mankind in the duties of reli*>ion^ and, 
in particular, teach them how to pray. 

Whoever reads this abstract of Plato's discourse 
on prayer, will, I believe, naturalW make this re- 
flection, < That the great founder o/^ our rehgion, as 
well by his own example, as in the form of prayer 
which he taught his disciples f, did not only keq^ 
up to those rules which the lipht of nature had sug- 
gested to this great philosopher, but instincted his 
disciples in the whole extent of this duty, as weU as 
of all others. He directed them to the proper ob- 
jiect of adoration, and taught them, according to ths 
third rule above-mentioned, to apply themselves to 
him in their closets, without shew or ostentation^ 
and to worship him in spirit and in truth.' As the 
Lacedemonians in their form of prayer implored the 
^ods in general to give them all good thii^s so long 
as they were virtuous, we ask in particular * that 
our offences may be forgiven, as we forgive those of 
others.' If we look into the second rule which So- 
crates has prescribed, namely, that we should apply 
ourselves to the knowledge of such things as are 

* 

* Caiaphas, John xi. 49. 
t Mat vi. 9, &c. Luke xi t^ 
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best for us, this too is explsuned at large in the doc- 
trines of the gospel, where we are taught in several 
iostauces to regard those things as curses, which ap- 
pear as blessiogs in the eye of "the world ; and on the 
contrary, to esteem those tilings as blessings, which 
to the generality of mankind appear as curses. Thus 
in the rorm which is prescribed to us, we only pray 
for that happiness which is our chief good, and the 
great end oi our existence, when we petition the Su- 
preme Being for the coming of his kingdom, l)eing 
solicitous for no other temporal blessings but our 
daily sustenance. On the other side, we pray against 
nothing but sin, and against evil in general, leaving; 
it with Omniscience to determine what is really such. 
If we look into the first of Socrates, his rule^ of 
prayer, in which he recommends the above-mentioned 
form of the ancient pojet, we find that fonu not only 
comprehended, but very much improved in the peti- 
tion, wherein we pray to tlie Supreme Being tlmt his 
wfll may be done : which is of the same force with 
that form which our Saviour used, when he prayed 
against the most painful and most ignominious of 
£aths, ' Neverthdess not my will, but thine be 
done*/ This comprehensive petition is the most 
humble, as well as the mo:^ prudent, that can be 
offered up from the creature to his Creator, as it 
supposes the Supreme Being wills nothing but what 
is for our good, and that he knows better than our* 
selves what is so. L. 

* Lake xxvi. 4?. Mat xxii. 39. 
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Vemunt spectentwr ni ipuB, 

OVIDi Ars Am. 1. i. 99. 

To be themselves a spectacle they come. 

r HAVE several letters of people of good sense, who 
lament the depravity or poverty of taste the town 
is fallen into with relation to plays and public spec- 
tacles. A l^dy in particular observes, that there b 
such a levity in the minds of her own sex, that they 
seldom attend to any thing but impertinences. It 
is indeed prodigious to observe how little notice is 
taken of tlie most exalted parts of the best tragedies 
in Shakspeare; nay^ it is not only visible that sen- 
suality has devoured all greatness of soul, but the 
under-passion (as I may so call it) of a noble spirit. 
Pity, seems to be a stranger to the generality of an 
audience. The mmds of men are indeed very dif- 
ferently disposed ; and the reliefs from care and at- 
tention are of one sort in a great spirit, and of ano- 
ther in an ordinary one. The man of a great heart, 
and a serious complexion, is more pleased with in-^ 
stances of generosity and pity, than the light and lu- 
dicrous spirit can possibly be with the highest strains 
of mirth and laughter. It is therefore a melancholy 
prospect when we see a numerous assembly lost to 
all serious entertainments, and such incidents as 
should move one sort of concern, excite in them a 
quite contrary one. In the tragedy of Macbeth, the 
other night, when the lady who is conscious of the 
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crime of murderiDg the king seems utterly astonished 
at the news, and makes an exclamation at it, instead 
of the indignation which is natural to the occasion, 
that expression is received with a loud laugli. Thev 
were as merry when a criminal was stabbed. Tt is 
certainly an occasion of r^oicing when the wicked are 
seized m then* designs; but I think it is not such a 
triumph as is exerted by laughter. 

You may generally observe, that the appetites am 
tooner moved than the passions. A sly expression 
which alludes to baudry, puts a whole row into a 
pleasing smirk; when a good sentence that describes 
an inward sentiment of the soul, is received with the 
greatest coldness and indifference. A* corre^ndent 
of mme, upon this subject, has divided the female 
part of the audience, and accounts for their prepos- 
sessions agamst this reasonable delight in the fbl- 
lowing manner: 'The prude,' sa^s he, ' as she acts 
always in contradiction, so she is gravely sullen at 
a comedy, and extravagantly gay at a tragedy. The 
coquette is so much taken up with throwing her 
eyes around the audience, and considering the effect 
of them, that she cannot be expected to observe the 
actors but, as they are her rivals, and take off the 
observation of the men from herself Besides these 
a[>ecies of women, there are the examples, or the 
first of the mode. These are to be supposed toO' 
well acquainted with what the actor was going to 
say to be moved at it. After these one might men- 
tion a certain flippant set of females who are mimics, 
and are wonderfully diverted with the conduct of 
all the people around them, and are spectators only 
of the audience. But what is of all the most to 
be lamented, is the loss of a party whom it would 
be worth preserving hi their right senses upon all 
occasions, and these are those whom we may indif- 
ferently call the innocent, or the unaffected. You 
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may so^netiines see one of these sensibly touched 
with a well-wrought incident; but then she is im- 
mediately so impertmently observed by the men, and 
frowned at by some insensible superior of lier own 
sex, that she is ashamed, and loses the enjoyment 
of the most laudable concern, pity. Thus the whole 
audience is afraid of letting fall a tear, and shun 
as a weakness tlie best and worthiest part of oiur 
tense/ 

» 

* As you are one that doth not only preteiut 
to reform, but afiect it amongst people of any sense;, 
makes me (who am one of the greatest of your ad* 
mirers) give you this trouble to desire you will settle 
the method of us females knowing when one another 
is in town : for they have now got a trick of never 
sending to their acquaintance when they first come; 
and if one does not visit them within the week which 
they stay at home, it is a mortal quarrel. Now, deai^, 
Mr. Spec, either command them to put it in the ad- 
vertisement of your paper, which is generally read by 
our sex, or else order them to breathe their saucy 
footmen (who are good for nothing else) by sending 
them to tell^all their acquaintance. If you think to 
print this, pray put it into a better stile as to the 
spelling part. The town is now filling every day, and 
it cannot be deferred, because people take advantage 
of one another by this means, and break off ac- 
quaintance, and are rude. Therefore pray put this 
in your paper as soon as you can possibly, to prevent 
any future milcarriages of this nature. I am, as I 
ever shall be, dear Spec, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

MARY MEAN WELL. 

* Pray settle what is to be a proper notification oi 
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a person's t^ekis in town, and how that differs ac- 
cording to peopfe's quality.' 

' MB. SPECTATOR, October 2a 

* I BATE been out of town, so did not meet 
with your paper, dated September the 28th, where- 
in you, to niy heart's desire, expose that cursed vice 
of insnaring poor young girls, and drawing them 
from their friends. I assure you without flattery it 
has saved a 'prentice of mine from ruin; and in 
token of eratitnde as well as for the benefit of my 
iktmly, I have put it in a frame and glass, and hung 
it behind my counter. I sltall take care to make my 
yooi^ ones read it every morning, to fortify them 
against such pernicious rascals. I know not whe- 
ther what you writ was matter of fact, or your own 
invention ; but this I will take my oath on, the first 
part is so exactly like what happened to my -pren- 
tice, that had I read your paper then, I siiould have 
taken your method to have secured a v^ain. Go on 
•ndpro^r. 

Your most obliged humble servant.' 

* MR. SPECTATOK, 

* Without raillery, I desire you to insert 
this word for word in your next, as you value a lover's 
pnryers. You see it is an hue and cry after a stray 
hoirt (with the marks and blemishes under-written) ; 
which whoever shall bring to you, shall receive satisfac- 
tion. Let me beg of you not to fail, as you remember 
the passion you had for her to whom you lately ended 
a paper: 

Noble, generous, great and good, 
Bat never to be nnderstood ; 
Flckl^ as tbe wind, still changfaig^ 
After every female ranging, 
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Pantiii^^ trerablmg, sighing, djingi 
But addicted much to lying : 
When the Syren son^ repeats, 
Equal measures still it biefats ; 
Whoe'er shall wear it, it will smart her, 
And whoe'er takes it, takes a tartar.' 
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'£ffd^f auMfvtt He ctnof kaxn?* 

. SIMONIDES.. 

Of eardily goods^ tiie best is a good wife; 
A bad, the bitterest curse of human life. 

There are no authors I am more pleased 
than those who shew human nature in a variel 
views, and describe the several ages of the wor 
their different manners. A reader cannot be i 
rationally entertained, than by comparing the 
tues and vices of his own times with those v 
prevailed in the times of his forefathers; and.d 
iiig a parallel in his mind between liis own pr 
character, and that of other persons, whether c 
own age, or of the ages that went before hioi. 
contemplation t>f mankind under these chang< 
colours is apt to shame us out of any parti 
vice, or animate us to any particular virtue ; to i 
us pleased or displeased with ourselves in the 
proper points, ^and to clear our minds of preji 
and prepossession, and rectify that narrownes 
temper which inclines us to think amiss of those 
diifer from us. 
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If we look into the maniien of the most remote 
iges of the worid, we discover human nature in her 
simplicity ; and the more we come downward towards 
oar own times, may observe her hiding herself in 
artifices and refinements, polished insensibly out of 
her original plainness, and at length entirely lost under 
form and ceremony, and (what we call) good-breeding. 
Read the accounts of men and women as they are 
given us by the most ancient writers, both sacred and 
profane, and you would think you were reading the 
history of anotJier species. 

Among the writers of antiquity, there are none 
who instruct us more openly in the manners of their 
respective times in which mey lived, than those who 
have employed themselves in satire, under what 
dress soever it ma;^ appear; as there are no other 
authors whose province it is to enter so directly into 
the ways of men, and set then: miscarriages in so 
strong a light, 

. Simonicfes, a poet famous ia his generation, is^ I 
think, author of the oldest satire that is now extant } 
indy as some say, of the first that was ever written. 
This poet flourished about four hundred years after 
the si^e of Troy; and shews, by his way of writ« 
iqg, the simplicity, or rather coarseness, of the agt 
in which be Uved. I have taken notice, in my hun- 
dred and sixty-first speculation, that the rule of 
obfierviug what the French call the Bieiufance in an 
aliuBion, has been found out of latter vears; and that 
the andentSy provided tliere was a hkeness in their 
•nmilitiides, did not much trouble tliemselves about 
the decency of the comparison. The satire or iam- 
bics of Simonides, with which I shall entertain my 
readers in tlie present paper, are a remarkable in- 
stance of what I fornieriy advanced. The subjeot 
of this saUre is woman* He describes the sex ia 
tb^ several characters, wlii«b h^ 4erives to Uwm 
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from a fkndful supposition raised apon the doctriiM 
of pre-existence. He tells us tliat the gods formed 
the souls of women out of those seeds and principles 
which compose several kinds of animals and ele- 
ments; and that their good or bad dispositions ariK 
in them according as such and such seeds and pin- 
cq^les predominate in their constitutions. I have 
translated the autlior very iaitlifuUy, and if not word 
for word (which our language would not bear) at 
least so as to comprehend every one of bis senti- 
ments, without adding any thmg of my own. I 
have sdready apologized for this author's want of 
ddicacy, and must further premise, that the follow- 
ing satire afiects only some of the lower part of the 
sex, and not those who have been refined by a po- 
kte education, which was not so common in die age 
of tlus poet. 

^ In the beginning God made the souls of woman- 
kind out of different materials, and in a separate state 
from their bodies. 

* The souls of one kind of women were formed 
out of those ingredients which compose a swine. 
A woman of thb make is a shit in her house and a 
^ntton at her table. She is uncleanly in her person, 
a slattern in her dress, and her family is no better 
than a dunghill. 

' A second sort of female soul was formed out of 
the same materials that enter into tlie composition oi 
a fox. Such a one is what we call a notable discemii^ 
woman, who has an insight into every thing whethei 
it be good or bad. In this species of females there 
lure some virtuous and some vicious. 

' A third kind of women were made up of canine 
particles. These are what we commonly call scoMs, 
who imitate the animals out of which they were 
taken, that are alwaya busj vjod VmxI&uh^, that snarl 
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■teTery aot who eomes in their way, and live in per- 
petual ekunoiir. 

^ The fourth kind of women were made out of 
tibe earth. These are your sluggards, who pass away 
their time in indolence and ignorance, hover over the 
fire a whole whiter, and apply themselves with alacrity 
to no kind of huainess but eating. 

* The fifth ^)ecies of females were made out of the 
tea. These are women of variable uneven tempers, 
fometimes all storm and tempest, sometimes all calm 
Old 8un-sliine. Ttie stranger who sees one of these in 
her smiles and smoothness, would cry her up for a 
miracle of good-humour; but on a sudden her looks 
and her words are changed, she is nothing but fiiry 
aud outrage, noise and hurricane. 

* Hie sixth species were made up of the ingredient! 
which compose an ass, or a beast of burden. These 
are naturally exceeding slothful, but upon the hus- 
band's exerting his autliority, will live upon hard fare, 
and do every uiing to please him. They are however 
far from being averse to venereal pleasure, and seldom 
refuse a male companion. 

* The cat furnished materials for a seventh specie* 
•of women, who are of a melancholy, frowara, un- 
amiable nature, and so repugnant to tne offers of love, 
that they fly in the face of dieir husband when he aq>- 
proaches them with conjugal endearments. Thb species 
of women are likewise sulyect to little thefts, cheats, 
and pilferings. 

* The mare with a flowing mane, which was never 
broke to any servile toil and labour, composed an 
e^tb qpecies of women. Tliese are they who have 
Imle rcfflurd for their husbands, who pass away their 
time in dressmg, bathing, and perfuming ; who throw 
their luur into the nicest curls, and trick it up with 
the fiurest flowers and garlands. A woman of thii^ 

VOL. JX. H 
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species is a very prettv thin^ for a stranger to leok 
upon, but very detrimental to tfie owner, unless it be 
a kii)^ or a prince m ho takes a fancy to such a toy. < 

^ The ninth species of females \vere taken out of 
the ape. These are such as are both ugly and ill- 
natufed, vvho have nothing beautiful in themselves^ 
and endeavour to detract from or ridicule every thing 
which appears so in others. 

' The tenth and last species of women were made 
ont of the bee; and happy is tlie man who gets 
such an one for his wife. She is altogether faulHess 
and unblamable. Her family flourishes and im- 
proves by her good raanagernfnt. She loves her 
husband, and is beloved by him. She brings him a 
race of beautiful and virtuous children. She distin- 
guishes herself among her sex. She is surrounded 
with graces. She never sits among the loose tribe 
of women, nor passes away her time with them in 
wanton discourses. She is full of virtue and pru- 
dence, and is the best wife that Jupiter can bestow 



on man/ 



I shall conclude the.ee iambics with the motto of 
this paper, which is a fragment of the same author : 
* A man cannot possess any thing that is better than 
a good woman, nor any thing that is worse than a 
bad one.' 

As the poet has shewn a great penetration in this 
^diversitv of female characters, he has avoided the 
fault wl)ich Juvenal and Monsieur Boileau are guilty 
of, < the former in his sixth, and the other in his last 
satire, where they have endeavoured to expose the 
sex in general, without doing justice to the valua- 
ble part of it. Such levelling satires are of no use 
to the. world; and for this reason I have often wonder- 
ed how the French author above-mentioned, who 
was a wau of exquisite judgment, and a lover cf 
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irloe, could think human nature a proper subjf'ct 
br satire in another of hb celebrated pieces, which 
s cdied The Satire upon Man. What vice or frailty 
sm a discourse correct, which censures the whole 
ipeeies alike, and endeavours to shew by some su 
perficial strokes of wit, that brutes are the most ex- 
Dellent creatures of the two? A satire should expose' 
nothing but wh^t is corrigible, aud make a due dis- 
crimination between those who are^ and those who 
^ not the proper objects of it^ L. 
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Ne$cio quomodo inhteret in nuntibus quasi aaculorHm quod' 
dam au^uriumfiUurorum ; idque in maxinus ingeniis aUissimia' 
fv£ ammis et fucisfit maxima, et appuret facillitn^, 

etc. Tusc. Qaaest. 

Thsre is, I know not how, in minds a certain presage, at 
it were, of a fatare existence ; and this has tlie deepest root, 
and is most discoverable in the greatest geniuses and mosi 
epdied sools. 

< TO THE SPECTATOR. 

* I AM fnlly persuaded that one of the best springs 
of g^ierous and worthy actions, is tiie having gener- 
ous and worthy thoughts of ourselves. Whoever 
has a mean opinion of the dignity of his nature, 
will a^ in no higher a rank than he has allotted hinn 
self in his own estimation. If he considers his being 
as circumscribed by the uncertain term of a few 
years, his designs will be coutracled 'vQX<(i >^^ ^s^vs^^ 
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sanow span he imagines is to bound his existence. 
How can he exalt his thoughts to any thing great and 
Boble, who only believes that, after a short turn on 
the stage of this world, he is to sink into obUvion, and 
to lose his consciousness for ever? 
. ' For this reason I am of opinioUt that so usefid 
and elevated a contemplation as that of the soul's 
immortality cannot be resumed too often. There ii 
i^bot a more improving exercise to the human mind» 
tiian to be frequently reviewing its own gieat privi- 
leges and endowments ; nor a more effectual means* 
to awaken iu us an ambition raised above low objects 
and little pursuits, than to value ourselves as heirs of 
eternity. 

Mt is a very great satisfaction to consider the ]|Bst 
and wisest of mankind in all nations and ages, as- 
serting as with one voice this their birthright, and 
to find it ratified by an express revelation. At the 
same time if we turn our thoughts inward upon our- 
selves, we may meet with a kind of secret sense con- 
curring with the proofs of our own immortality. 

' You have, in my opinion, raised a good pre- 
sumptive argument from the increasing appetite the 
mind has to knowledge, and to the extending its 
own faculties, which cannot be accomplished, as the 
more restrained perfection of lower creatures mity, 
in the limits of a short hfe. I think another pro- 
bable conjecture may be raised from our appetite to 
duration itself, and from a reflection on our progress 
through the several stages of it. ** We are complain- 
ing," as you observed in a former speculation, '^ of 
the shortness of hfe, and yet are perpetually hurrymg 
over the parts of it, to arrive at certain little settle- 
ments or imaginary points of rest, which are dispersed 
up and down in it." 

• Mean 
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* Now let us consider what happens to us when 
we arrive at these imaginary points of rest. Do we 
stop our motion and sit down satisfied in the settle* 
ment we have gained? or are we not removing the 
boundary, and markuig out new points of rest, to' 
whidi we press forward with the like eagerness, and. 
which cease to be sucii as fast as we attain them? 
Our case is like that of a trdveiler upon the Alps, 
who should fancy that the top of the next hill must, 
end his jouniey, because it terminates his prospect; 
but he no sooner arrives at it, than he sees new ground 
and other hills beyond it, and continues to travel on 
as before. 

* This is so plainly every man's condition in life, 
that there is no one who has observed any thing, but 
may observe, that as fast as his time wears away,' 
his smpetite to something future remains. The use 
therefore T would make of it is, that since Nature 
(as some love to express it) does nothing in vain, or, 
to speak properly, since the author of our being lias 
planted no wandering passion in it, no desire which 
has not its object, futurity is the proper object of 
the passion so constantly exercised about it; and 
this restlessness in the present, this assigning ourselves! 
over to farther stages of duration, tliis successive 
grasping at somewhat still to come, appears to me 
(whatever it may to others) as a kind of instinct or na* 
tural symptom which the mind of man has of its own 
immortality. 

* I take it at tlie same time for granted, tliat the 
immortality of the soul is sutiicieutly estabiisiiied by 
other arguments: and if so, this appetite, winch 
otherwise would be very unaccountable and absutd, 
seems very reasonable, and adds strength to the 
conclusion. But 1 am amazed wlien I consider there 
are creatures capable of thought, who in spite of 
4ivery argument^ can form to theipseives a eullea 
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satisfaction in thinking otherwise. There is something 
so pitifully mean in the inverted ambition of that mai 
who can hope for annihilation, and please himself tc 
think that his whole fabric shall one day crumble iotc 
dust, and mix with the mass of inanimate beings 
that it equally deserves our admiration and pity 
The mystery of such men*s unbelief is not hard to dn 
penetrated; and indeed amounts to nothing more thai 
a sordid hope that they shall not be immortal^ becaua 
they dare not be so. 

' This brings me^back to my first observation, am 
^ives me occasion to say further, that as worthy ac 
tions ^ring from worthy thoughts, so worthy thought 
are likewise the consequence of worthy actions. 6u 
the wretch who has degraded himself below tb 
character of immortality, is very willing to resigi 
bis pretensions to it, and to substitute in its room : 
dark negative happiness in the extinction of hi 
being. 

* The admirable Shakspeare has given us a stron 
image of the unsupported condition of such a perso 
in his last minutes, in the second part of King Henr 
the Sixth, where Cardinal Beaufort, who had bee 
concerned in the murder of the good Duke Humphry 
is represented on his death-bed. After some shoi 
confused speeches, which, shew an imagination dk 
turbed with guilt, just as he is expiring, King Henr 
standing by him full of compassion, says, 

Lord Cardinal! if thou think'st on heaven^ bliss. 
Hold up thy hand, make signal of that hope f — 
He dies, fuid makes no sign ! ■■ 

' The despair which is here shewn, without a woi 
or action on the part of a dying person, is beyon 
what could be painted by the most forcible expressioi 
whatever. 

\ I shall not pursue this thought farther^ but oul 
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add, that as aimihilatioh is not to be had with ^ 
wishy so it is the most abject thing in the world tQ 
wish it. What are honoiMr, fame, wealth, or power, 
when compared with tha generous expectation of a 
being without end, and a happiness adequate to that 
being^ 

* 1 shall trouble you no farther ; but with a cer- 
tain gravity which these thoughts have given me^ 
I reflect upon some things people say of you, (as 
they will of men who distinguish themselves) which 
I hoipe are not true, and w£h you as good a man as 
you are an author. 

I am, SIR, 
Your most obedient 

humble servant, 

T. T. d/ 
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Fietia meminerit nosjoctaifabuUi, 

PH£DR. 1. 1. Prol. 

Let it be remembered that we sport in fabled stories. 

Having lately translated the fragment of an ol4 
poet, which describes womankind under several cha« 
tacters, and supposes them to have drawn their dif<: 
ferent manners and dispositions from those animals^ 
and elements out of which he tells us they were 
compounded; I had some thoughts of giving the 
sex their revenge, by laying together in another paper 
the many vicious characters which prevail in the male 
world, and shewing the different ingredients that 
go to the making up of such different humours anc^ 
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constitutions. Horace has a thought wfaidi k some- 
thing akin to this, when in order to excuse himself to 
his mistress, for an invective which he had written 
asainst her, and to account for that unreasonable fury 
with which the heart of man is of^en transported, hie 
tells us that, when Prometheus made his man of clay, 
in the kneading up of the heart, he seasoned it with 
some furious particles of the lion. But upon turning' 
this plan to and fro in my thoughts, I ob^ert^ed so 
liiany unaccountable humours in man, that I did not 
know out of what animals to fetch them. Male souls 
are diversified with so many characters, that the world, 
has not variety of materials sufBcient to furnish out 
their different tempers and inclinations. The creation^ 
with all its animals and elements, would not be large 
enough to supply their several extravagancies. 

Instead therefore of pursuing the thought of Si* 
monides, I shall observe, that as he has exposed the 
vicious part of women from the doctrine of pre-exist-* 
ence, some of the ancient philosophers have in a 
manner satirized the vicious part of the human 
species in general, from a notion of the soul's post- 
existence, if I may so call it ; and that as Simonides 
describes brutes entering into the composition of wo- 
men, others have represented human souls as enter- 
ing into brutes. Hiis is commonly termed the doc- 
trine of transmigration, which sup|)oses that human 
souls, upon their leaving the body, become the souls 
6f such kinds of brutes as they most resemble in their 
manners; 6r to give an account of it as Mr. Dryden 
has described in hb translation of Pythagoras's s|>eech- 
in the fifteenth book of Ovid, where that philosopher 
dissuades hb hearers from eating fiesh : 

Thus all things are bnt alter'd, nothuig dies, 

And here and there th' unbodied spirit flies : 

By time, or force, or sickness dispossess'd. 

And lodges where it b|^ts, in \ax4 oic Vi«aAX\ 



( 



K«21J. SP£CTATOB. •! 

Or hunts witiumt till ready limbs it find, 
' And actuates those accorcung to their kind : 

F^ftm tenement to tenement is toss'd. 
The soul is still the same, the figure only lost 

Then let not piety be pat to flight. 
To please the taste of glutton appetite ; 
But suffer inmate souIb secure to dwell, 
XiCst firom thehr seats yoiu* parents you expel ; 
With rabid hmiger feOT iq)on your kind, 
Or fitim a beast dislodge a brother's mmd. 

Phto, in the Tision of Ems the Anneuian, which 
I may possibly make the subject of a future specula- 
tioD; records some beautiiiil transmigrations; as that 
(fae soul of Orpheus, who was musical, melancholy, 
and a woman-hater, entered into a swan ; the soul 
of Ajax, which was all wrath and fierceness, into a 
lion ; the soul of Agamemnon, that was rapacious 
and imperial, into an eagle; and the soul of Ther- 
otes, who was a mimic and a bufibon, into a mon- 
key. 

Mr. Congreve, in a prologue to one of his come- 
dies, has touched upon this doctrine with great hu- 
mour: 

Thus Aristotle's soul of old that was. 
May now be damn'd to animate an ass; 
Or m this very house, for aught we know, 
|s doing painful penance in some beau. 

I shall fill up this paper with some letters which my 
last Tuesday's speculation has produced. My follow- 
ing correspondents will shew, what I there observed, 
ti^t the speculation of that day affects only the Ipwf f 
|»rt of the sei. 
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< From my house in tbe Stmnd, October 30, 1711, 
* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Upon reading your Tuesday's paper, I find 
by seveml symptoms in my constitution that 1 am 
a bee. My sbop, or, if you please to call it so, my 
cell, is in that great hive of females which goes by 
the name of the New Exchange ; where i am daily 
employed in gathering together a little stock of gain 
from the finest flowers about the town, I mean the 
ladies and the beapx. 1 have a numerous swarm 
of children, to whom I give the best education I am 
able. But, sir, it is my misfortune to be marridt 
to a drone, who lives upon what I get, without bring* 
ing any thing into the common stock. Now, sir, a) 
on the ^ one hand I take care not to behave myself 
towards him like a wasp, so likewise I would not nav^ 
him look upon me as an humble-bee ; for which rea- 
son I do all I can to put him upon laying up provi* 
sioQs for a bad day, and fretfuently represent to 
him the fatal effects his sloth and negligence may bring 
upon us in our old age. I must beg that you wiU 
join with me in your good advice upoq this occadoDJ 
and you will for ever oblige 

Your humble servant, 

MELISSA/ 

• SIR, Piccadilly, October 31, 1711. 

* I AM joined in wedlock for my sins to ooi 
of those filhes who are described in the old pod 
with that hard name you gave us the other day. She 
has a flowing mane, and a skin as soft as silk. But 
sir, she passes half her life at her glass, and almos] 
ruins me in ribbands. For my own part, I am f 
plain handicraft man, and in danger of breaking bj 
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her laziness and expensiveness. Pray, master, tell 
me in you next paper, whetlier I may not expect of 
her so much drudgery as to take care of her family, 
and curry her hide in case of refusal. 

Your loving friend 

BARNABY BRITTLE.' 

* MR. SPECTATOR, Cheapside, October 30. 

' I am mightily pleased with the humour of 
the cat; be so kind as to enlarge upon that subject. 

Yours till death, 

JOSIAH HENPECK. 

' p. S. You must know I am married to a gri- 
malkin/ 

* SIR, Wapping, October 31, 1711. 

* Ever since your Spectator of Tuesday last 
came into our family, my husband is pleased to call 
me his Oceana, because the foolish old poet that you 
have translated says, that the souls of some women 
are made of sea-water. This it seems has encou- 
raged my sauce-box to be witty upon me. When 
I am angry, he cries, " Pr'ythee, my dear, be calm ;" 
when I chide one of my servants, '^ Pr'ythee, child, 
do not bluster.^' He had the impudence about an 
hour ago to tell me, that he was a seafaring man» 
and must expect to divide his life between storm 
and sunshine. When 1 bestir myself with any spirit 
in my familv, it is '* high sea" in his house; and 
wb«n'I sit still without cbing any thing, his affairs 
forsooth are '* windbound.'^ When I ask him whe- 
ther it rains, he makes answer, '* It is no matter, 
10 that it be fair weather within doors.'' In short, 
lir, I cannot speak my mind freely to him, but I 
either swell or rage, or do something that is not tit 
for a civil woman to hear. Pray, Mx. %^^VaX»ft^ 
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since yon are dd» sharp upon other women^ let as know 
what materials your wife is made of, if you have one. 
I suMMse you would make us a parcel of poor-spi" 
ritea tame insipid creatures ; but, sir, I would favre 
you to know, we have as good pa$»ons in us as 
yourself, and that a woman was never deigned ta 
be a milk-sop. • 

L. MARTHA tempest/ 
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Eripe turpi 



CoUaJugOy liber swUf die age — 

HOR. 9 Sat. Til. 98. 

^^ Loose lliy neck from lliis ignoble Qfaai% 

And boldly say thoo'rt free. 

CREECH. 
* MR. SPECTATOR, 

'I NEVER look upon my dear wife, but I iMA 
of the happiness Sir Roger de Coverley enjoys, 
in having such a friend as you to expose m pro- 
per colours the cruelty and perverseness of fab 
mistress. I have very often wished you visited iB 
our family, and were acquainted with my spouse; 
the woula afford you, for some months at least, mat- 
ter enough for one Spectator a week. Since we 
are not so happy as to be of your acquaintaaee, 
give me leave to represent to you our present tat^ 
cumstances as well as I can in writing. You are to 
know then that I am not of a ^very different coDf- 
stitution from Nathaniel Heuxoo^t, vib^iii you havt 
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kUelj recorded in your ^peculations ; and have a 
wife who makes a more tyrannical use of tlie know- 
ledge of my easy temper than tliat lady ever pre- 
tended to. We had not heen a month married^ 
when she found in me a certain pain to give ofience, 
and an indolence that made me bear Uttle inconve- 
mences rather than dispute about them. From 
this observation it soon came to pass, that if I offered 
to go abroad, she would get between me and the 
door, kiss me, and say she could not part with me ; 
then down again I sat. In a day or two after this 
first pleasant step towards confining me, she de- 
dared to me, that I was all the world to her, and 
At thought she ought to be ail the world to me. 
'' If,'' said she, ** my dear loves me as much as I love 
him, he will never be tired of my company." This 
declaration was followed by my being demed to all 
my acquamtance ; and it very soon came to that pass, 
that to give an answer at the door, before my race, 
the servants would ask her whether I was within or 
not ; and she would answer no, with sreat fondness, 
and tell me I was a good dear. I will not enume- 
rate more httle circumstances to give you a livelier 
sense of my condition ; but tell you in general, that 
fimn such steps as these at first, I now five the life 
of a prisoner of state ; my letters are opened, and I 
bttve not the use of pen, mk, and paper, but in her 
presence. I never eo abroad, except she some- 
tunes takes me with her in her coach to take tlie 
air, if it may be called so, when we drive, as we ge- 
nerally do, with the glasses up. I hav6 overheard 
my servants lament my condition, but they dare 
■ot bring me messages without her knowledge, 
because they doubt my resolution to stand by 
lliem. In tne midst of this insipid way of life, an 
old acquaintance of mine, Tom Me^^ot, who is a 
fcvoQiite with ber, and allowed to nuaX tea Vsl Vfit\ 

VOL. IX. 1 
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company because he sings prettily, has roused me 
to rebel, and conveyed his intelligence to me in the 
following manner : My wife is a great pretender to 
music, and very ignorant of it ; but ikr gone in the 
Italian taste. Tom goes to Armstrong, the famous 
fine writer of music, and desires him to put this sen- 
tence of Tully in the scale of an Italian air, and write 
it out for my spouse from him. An tile mihi Liber 
em mulier imperat ? Cm le^ea imponit^ praifcribit, 
jubet, vetat quod videtur? Qui nihil imperanti ne- 

fare, nihil recusare audetf Poscitf dandum est 
ocat ? veniendum, Ejicit 7 abeundum. Minitaturl 
extimiscendum. *' Does he live hke a gentleman who 
is commanded by a woman ? He to whom she gives 
law, grants and denies what she pleases? who can 
neither deny her any thing she asks, or refuse to do 
any thing she commands ?*' 

'To be short, my wife was iextremely pleased 
with it; said the Italian was the only language for 
music ; and admired how wonderfully tender the 
sentiment was, and how pretty the accent is of that 
language ; with the rest that is said by rote on that 
occasion. Mr. Meggot is sent for to sing this air, 
which he performs with mighty applause; and my 
wife is in ecstasy on the occasion, and glad to find, 
by my being so much pleased, tliat I was at last 
come mto the notion of the Italian ; '^ for/' said she, 
*' it grows upon one when one once comes to know 
a little of the language ; and pray, Mr. Meggot, sing 
again those nofes, Mhil Imperanti negare, nihil re^ 
cusare. You may believe I was not a little de- 
lighted with my friend Tom*s expedient to alarm 
me, and in obedience to his summons I give all this 
story tlms at large ; and I am resolved when this 
appears in the Spectator, to declare for myself. The 
manner of the insurrection I contrive by your means, 
which shall be no other than that Tom Meggot, 
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idio is at OUT tea-table every morning, shall read it 
to us; and if my dear can take tlu; hint, and say 
not one word, but let tliis be the beginning of a new 
life without ikrther explanation, it is very well ; tor 
as soon as the Spectator is read out, I shall, without 
more ado, call for the coach, name the hour when I 
shall be at home, if I come at all ; if 1 do not, they 
may go to dinner. If my spouse only swells and 
says nothing, Tom and I go out together, and all is 
well, as 1 said before ; but if she begins to command 
or expostulate, you shall in my next to you receive 
a full account of her resistance and submission, for 
submit the dear thing must, to^ 

SIR, 

Your most obedient 

humble servant, 

ANTHONY FREEMAN. 

' P. S. I hq)^^ked not tell you that I desire 
this may be in your very next/ T. 
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— Mens nbi conscia recti. 

VIRG. Mn. i. 608. 

A good intention. 

It is the great art and secret of Christianity, if I may 
use that phrase, to manage our actions to the best 
advantage, and direct them in such a manner that 
every tittog we do may turn to account at that great 
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day, when every thing we have dose will be set be- 
fore us. 

. In order to give this consideration its full weight, 
we may cast aJl our actions under the divinon of 
such a^ are in themselves either g<ood, evil, or indif* 
ferent. If we divide our intentions after the saiBe 
manner, and consider them with regard to our ac- 
tions, we may discover that great art and secret of 
religion which I have here mentioned. 

A good intention joined to a good actioq, gives 
it its proper force and efficacy; joined to aa ev3 
action, extenuates its malignity, and in some cases 
may take it wholly away ; and joined to an indif' 
ferent action, turns it to a virtue, and makes it meii* 
torious as far as human actions can he so. 

In the next place, to consider in the same manner 
the influence of an evil intention upon our actions. 
An evil intention perverts theJktt of actions, and 
makes them in reality, what tflplliers with a witty 
kind of zeal have termed the vnUies of the heathen 
world, so many shining sins *. It destroys the inno- 
cence of an indifferent action, and gives an evil ac- 
tion all possible blackness and horror, or, in the em- 
phatical language of sacred writ, makes 'sin exceed- 
mg sinful f.' 

If, in the last place, we consider the nature of an 
indifferent intention, we shall find that it destroys 
the merit of a good action ; abates, but never takes 
away, the malignity of an evil action; and leaves 
an indifferent action in its natural state of indiffer- 
ence. 

It is therefore of upspeakable advantage to possess 
our minds with an habitual good intention, and to 
lUffl all our thoughts, words, and actions at some 
laudable end, whether it be the glory of our Mak^ri 



^«213. SPECTATOR. 89 

the good of mankind, or the benefit of our own 
souls. 

Thb is a sort of thrift or good-husbandry in moral 
life, which does not throw away any single action,^ 
bat makes every one go as far as it can. It multi- 
plies tlie means of salvation, increases the number 
of our virtues, and diminishes that of our vices. 

Hiere is something very devout though not solid, 
in Acosta's answer to Limborch, who objects to him 
the multiplicity of ceremonies in tlie Jewish religion, 
as washings, dresses, meats, purgations, and the 
Uke. The reply which the Jew makes upon this 
occasion, is, to the best of my remembrance, ai 
follows: ^ There are not duties enough,' says he, 
* in the essential parts of the law for a zealous and 
active obedience. Time, place, and person are 
requisite, before you have an opportunity of putting 
a moral virtue into practice. We have therefore, 
says he, * enlarged the sphere of our duty, and made 
many things, which are in themselves indifferent, a 
part of our religion, that we may have more occa- 
sions of shewing our love to God, aud in all the cir- 
cumstances of life be doing something to please him.' 
^ Monsieur St. Evremoiid has endeavoured to pal- 
liate the superstitions of the Roman catholic reli- 
gion with the same kind of a|K)logy, where he pre- 
tends to consider the different spirits of the Papists 
and the Calvinists, as to the great points wherein 
they chsagree. He tells us, that the former are 
actuated by love, and the other by fear; and that 
in their expressicms of duty and devotion towards 
the Supreme Being, the fonuer seem particularly 
careful to do every thing which may possibly please 
him, and the other to abstain from every thing which 
may possibly di^lease him. 

But notwithstanding this plausible reason with 
which both the Jew and the lU>ui»a c»L\kQ\i^H\^>^ 

T 9 
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f xcuse their respective superstitioos, it u certm 
there is something in them very pernicious to maib 
kind, and destructive to rehgion; because the in- 
junction of superfluous ceremonies makes such 8o» 
tioos duties, as were before indifferent, and by that 
means renders religion more burdensome and dift- 
cult than it is in its own nature, betrays many into 
sins of ombsion which they could not otherwise be 
guilty of, and fixes the minds of the vulgar to the 
shadowy, unessential points, instead of the mors 
weighty and more important matters of the law. 

This zealous and active obedience however takes 
place in the great point we are recommending; for, 
i( instead of prescribing to ourselves indifl^rent ac- 
tions as duties, we 9ffp\y a good intention to all eur 
most indifferent actions, we make our very existence 
^mc continued act of obedience, we turn our diver* 
fions and amusements to our eternal advantage, and 
are pleasing Him (whom we are made to please) 
|n all the circumstances and occcurrences of life. 
. It is this excellent frame of mind, this holy offi> 
cioushess, (if I may be allowed to call it such) 
which is recommended to us by the apostle in that 
uncommon precept whereip he directs us to propose 
to ourselves the glory of our Creator in all our most 
indifferent actions, 'whether we eat or drink, or 
whatsoever we do*/ 

A person therefore who is possessed with such 
pi habitual good intention, as that which I have 
been here speaking of, enters upon no single cir- 
cumstance of life, without considering it as well« 
pleasing & the great Author of his being, conformar 
ble to the dictates of reason, suitable to human 
mature in general, or to that particular station in 
^hich Providence has placed him. He lives in a 

f t Cor. X. 5U 
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perpetual sense of the Divine Presence, ivgarda 
piBtfelf as acting, in the whole course of his ex- 
istence, under tfis observation and inspection of that 
Being, who is privy to all his motions and all his 
thou^tSy who knows his * down-sitting and his 
ijirisMiy, who b about his path, and about his bed, 
and spieth out all bis wa^s V In a word, he re- 
Bemhers that the eye of his judge is always upon 
Um, and in every action he reflects tliat he is doing 
whU is oonunanded or allowed by Him who wiO 
hereaAer either reward or punish it. Tliis was the 
iJiaracter of those holy men of old, who in that 
beautiful phrase of scripture are said to have ' walked 
with GodV 

When I employ myself upon a paper of mora- 
lity, I generally consider how I may recommend 
the particular virtue which I treat of, by the pre- 
cepts or examples of the ancient heathens; by that 
means, if possible, to shame those who have greater 
advantages of knowing their duty, and therefore 
greater obligations to perform it, into a better course 
of life: besides that, many among us are unreason- 
ably disposed to give a fairer hearing to a Pagan 
philosopher than to a Christian writer. 

I shall therefore produce an instance of this ex- 
cellent frame of mind in a, speech of Socrates,, 
yvhichis quoted by Erasmus. This great philoso- 
pher on the day of his execution, a little before the 
draught of poison was brought to him, entertaining 
luB friends with a discourse on the iumiortality of 
the soul, has these words : * Whether or no God 
will approve of my actions, I know not; but this 
J am sure of, that I have at all times made it my 
endeavour to please him, and I have a good hope 
^t this my endeavour will be accepted by him/ 

* PhO, cxxxjou 2, 3. t GoL V. M. vi. 9. 
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We find in these words of that great man the faabi^ 
tnal good intention which I would here incnlcate, 
and with which that divine philosopher always 
acted. I shall only add, that Erasmus, who was' an 
unbigotted Roman catholic, was so much trans^ 
ported with this passage of Socrates, that he could 
scarce forbear looking upon him as a saint, and de* 
siring him to pray for him ; or as that ingenious and 
learned writer has expressed himself in a much 
more lively manner; ' When I reflect on such a 
spe^h pronounced by such a person, I can scarce 
forbear crying out, ** Sonde Socrates, ora pranoMs :"* 
O holy Socrates, pray for us.^ L. 
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Perierunt tempora longi 



Servitii 

JUV. Sattii.iC4< 

A long dependence in an hour is lost. 

DRYDEN. 

t DID sometime ago lay before the world the un- 
happy condition of the trading part of mankind 
who sutler by want of punctuality in the dealings of 
persons above them ; but there b a set of men who 
are much more the objects of compassion than even 
those, and these are the dependants on great men, 
whom they are pleased to take under their protec- 
tion as such as are to share in their friendship and 
favour. These indeed, as well from the homage 
that is accepted from them, as the hopes which are 
given to them, are become a sort of creditors : and 
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tbese debts, being debts of honour, oii^t, according 
to the accustom^ maxim, to be first discliarged. 

When I speak of dependants, I would not be 
understood to mean those who are worthless in thcm- 
ttlyes, or who, without any call, will press into the 
Qompiuiy of theur betters. Nor, when I speak of 
patrons, do I mean those who either have it not in 
tbeir power, or have no obligation to assist their 
Mends; but I speak of such leagues where there is 
lower and obligation on the one part, and merit 
uid expectation on the other. 

The division of patron and chent, may, I be- 
lieve, include a third of our nation: the want of 
merit and real worth in the client, will strike out 
about ninety-nine in a hundred of these; and the 
Mrant of ability in patrons, as many of that kind. 
Bot however, I must beg leave to say, that he who 
will take up another's time and fortune in his ser- 
vice, though he has no prospect of rewarding his 
merit towards him, is as unjust in his dealings as 
be who takes up goods of a tradesman without in- 
tention or ability to pay him. Of the few <^ the 
class which I think ht to consider, there are not 
two in ten who succeed, insomuch that I know a 
man of good sense who put his son to a blacksmith, 
though an offer was made him of his being received 
as a page to a man of quality. There are not more 
cripples come out of the wars than there are from 
those great services; some through discontent lose 
their speech, some their memories, others their 
senses, or their lives ; and I seldom see a man tho- 
roughly discontented, but I conclude he has had the 
iavour of some great man. I have known of such at 
have been for twenty years together within a month 
(of a good employment, but never arrived at the hap- 
piness of being possessed of any thing. 

'fbere is nothmg more ordinary, thap that a OHUI 
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who has got into a considerable station, shall imme- 
diately alter bis manner of treating all bis friends, 
and from that moment he is to d^ with you as if 
be were your Fate. You are no longer to be con- 
sulted, even in matters which concern yourself; but 
your patron is of a species above you, and a free 
communication with you is not to be expected. This 
perhaps may be your condition all the while he bean 
office, and when that is at an end, you are as mti- 
mate as ever you were, and he will take it very ill 
if you keep the dbtance he prescribed you towards 
him in his grandeur. One would think this shoukJl 
be a behaviour a man could fail into with the worst 
grace imaginable; but they who know the world 
nave seen it more than once. I have often, with 
secret pity, heard the same man who has professed 
his abhorrence against all kind of passive behaviour, 
lose minutes, hours, days, and yeps, in a fruitless 
attendance on one who had no inclination to befriend 
him. It is very much to be regretted, that the great 
have one particular privilege above the rest of the 
world, of being slow in receiving impressions of 
kindness, and quick in taking offence. The eleva- 
tion above the rest of mankind, except in very great 
minds, makes men so giddy, that they dp not see 
after the same manner they did before. Thus they 
despise their old friends, and strive to extend their 
interest to new pretenders. By this * means it often 
happens, that when you come to know how you lost 
such an employment, you will find the man who got 
it never dreamed of it ; but, forsooth, he was to be 
surprised into it, or perhaps solicited to receive it. 
Upon such occasions as these a man may perhaps 
grow out of humour. If you are so, all mankind 
VFiJi fall in with the patron, and you are ^ hv^'i 

• Thea^ 
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mourist and untractable if you are capable of being 
tour at a disappoiDtment : but it is tbe same tbing 
nrhetber you do or do not resent ill usage, you wiU 
be used after the same manner; as some good mo* 
then will be sure to whip their children till they cry, 
and then whip them for crying. 

There are but two ways of doing any thing with 
peat people, and those are by making yourself 
sither considerable or agreeable. The former is 
sot to fje attained but by finding a way to live with- 
out tbem, or cx>ncealing that you want them ; the 
latter is only by falling into their taste and pleasures. 
Illis is of all the employments in the world the most 
lervile, except it happens to be of your own natural 
immour. For to be agreeable to another, especially if 
[ie be above you, is not to be possessed of such qua- 
lities and accomplishments as should render you 
igreeable iu yourself, but such as make \ou agree- 
able in respect to him. An imitation of his faults, 
or a complmnce, if not subservience to his vices, must 
!ie tbe measure of your conduct. 

When it comes to that, the unnatural state a man 
lives in, when his patron pleases, is ended ; and his 
[Hilt and complaisance are objected to him, though 
he man who rejects him for his vices was not only 
lis partner, but seducer. Thus the chent (like a 
'oung woman who has given up the innocence which 
oade her charming) has not only lost his time, but 
Iso the virtue which could render him capable of 
esenting the injury which is done him. 

It would be endless to recount the tricks of turn- 
ng you off from themselves to persons who have 
ess power to serve you, the art of being sorry for 
luch an unaccountable accident in your behaviou^ 
bat such a one (who, perhaps, has never heard 
»f you) opposes your advancement; and if you 
lave any thmgmore than ordinary inyou, you ar^ 
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flattered with a whisper, that it is no wonder peo- 
ple are so slow ia doing for a man of your talents, 
and the like. 

After all this treatment, I must still add the plea- 
santest insolence of all, which I have once or twice 
seen ; to wit, that when a silly rogue has thrown 
away one part in three of his life in unprofitable 
attendance, it is taken wonderfnlly ill that he with- 
draws, and is resolved to employ the rest for him- 
self. 

When we consider these things, and reflect upon 
so many honest natures (which one, who makes ob- 
servation of what passes, may have seen) that have 
miscarried by such sort of applications, it is too me- 
lancholy a scene to dwell upon; therefore I rindl 
take another of^rtunity to discourse of good pt^ 
trons, and distinguish such as have done their doty 
to those who have depended upon them, and wei^ 
not able to act without theur ravour. Worthy pa- 
trons are like Plato's Guardian Angels, who are alwaji 
doing good to their wards ; but negligent patrons are 
like Epicunis's gods, that lie lollmg on the clouds, and 
instead of blessings, pour down storms and tempests 
on the heads of those that are ofiering incense t» 
them *. T. 

* The Spectator hat net justly represented here tiie gsch 
of Epicomt : they were siqBposeil to be indoleBt and tminfeBm^ 
ed in tlie aSun of meiiy bvt not malignant or cmel beuagk 
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IngeMtas dididstefldelUer arta 



EvMUUmereSf nee smit esse Jtrw. 

OVID, dt PoBto, II. is. 47. 

L^nuoiis arts, wfaere they an entrance find» 
Soften the manners, and subdue the mind. 

STfiriJDER a human soul without education like 
le in the quarry, which shews none of its inhe- 
Mauties, until the skill of the polisher fetches 
le colours, makes the ^rface slnne, and disco- 
urery ornamental cloud, spot, and vein that runs 
gh the body of it. Education, after the same 
cr, when it works upon a noble mind, draws 
> ytew every latent virtue and perfection, which 
ut such helps are never able to make their ap- 
ace. 

any reader will give me leave to change the 
Ml so soon upon him, I shall make use of the 
instance to illustrate tlie force of education, 
I Aristotle has brought to explain his doctrine 
bstantial forms, when he tells us that a statue 
id in a block of marble ; and that the art of the 
iry only clears away the superfluous matter, 
emoves the rubbish. The figure is in the stone^ 
culptor only finds it. What sculpture is to a 
: 01 marble, education is to a human soul. The 
lopher, the saint, or the hero, the wise, the 
, or the great man, very often lie hid and con* 
1 in a plebeian, which a proper education might 
dis-interred, and have brought to light. I am, 
Tore much delighted with reading the accounts 
rage nations, and with contemplating those vir- 

L. IX. K 
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tues whicli are wild and uncultivated ; to see courage 
exerting itself in fierceness, resolution in obstinacy, 
wisdom in cunning, patience in sullenness and de- 
spair. 

Men's passions operate variously, and appear ia 
different kinds of actions, according as they are more 
or less rectified and swayed by reason. When one 
hears of negroes, who upon the death of their mas- 
ters, or upon changing tiieir service, hang them- 
selves upon the next tree, as it frequently happew 
in our American plantations, who can forbear ad- 
miring their fidelity, though it expresses itself in so 
dreadful a manner? What might not that savage 
greatness of soul which appears in these poor wretcna 
on many occasions, be raised to, were it rightly cul- 
tivated ? Aud what colour of excuse can there be for 
the contempt with which we treat this part of our spe- 
cies ? that we should not put them upon the common 
foot of humanity ; that we should only set an insig* 
niticant fine upon the man who murders them ; nay,- 
that we should as much as iu us lies, cut them oo 
from the prospects of happiness in another world as 
well as in this, and deny them that which we look 
upon as tlie proper means for attaining it? 

Since I am engaged on tliis subject, I cannot fo^ 
bear mentioning a story which I have lately heard, 
and which is so well attested, that I have no manner 
of reason to suspect the truth of it. I may call it a 
kind of wild tragedy that passed about twelve yean 
ago at Saint Christopher's, one of our British Lee- 
ward islands. The negroes who were the pe^ons 
concerned in it, were all of them the slaves of a geii< 
tleman who b now in England. 

Thb gentleman, among his negroes, had a youii| 
woman, who was looked upon as a most extraordi 
mry beiuty by those of her own compleiuon. Hi 
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had at the same time two young fellows, who were 
ftewise negroes and slaves, remarkahle for the 
cosieliness of their persons, and for the friendship 
which they bore to one another. It unfortunately 
happened that both of them fell in love with the 
fenude negro above-mentioned, who would have 
been very glad to have taken either of them for her 
husband,' provided they could agree between them- 
selves which should be the man. But they were 
both so passionately m love with her, that neither of 
them could think of givmg her up to his rival ; and 
at the s^me time w^re so true to one another, that 
neither of them would think of gauiing her without 
his friend's consent. The t^^rinents of these two 
lovers were the discourse of the family to which 
they belonged, who could not forbear observing the 
strange complication of passions which perplexed 
the hearts of the poor negroes, that often dropped 
expressions of the uneasiness they underwent, and 
how impossible it was for either of them ever to be 

Aiier a long struggle between love and friendship, 
truth and jealousy, they one day took a walk toge- 
ther into a wood, carrying their mistress along with 
theni : where, after abundance of lamentations, they 
stebbed her to the heart, of which she immediately 
died. A slave who was at his work not far from 
the place where this astonishing piece of cruelty 
was committed, hearing the shrieks of tlie dying 

Ssrson, ran to see what was the occasion of them, 
e there discovered the woman lying dead upon 
the ground, with the two negroes on each side of 
her, kissing the dead corpse, weeping over it, and 
healing their breasts in the utmost agonies of grief 
and despair. He immediately ran to the English 
fiunily with the news of what he had seen ; wh^ 
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upon coaiuig to the place saw the woman dead, and - 
the two negroes expiiiog by her with wounds they haul 
given themselves. 

We see in this amazing instance of barbarity, wbat 
strange disorders are bred in the minds of those bmo 
whose passions are not regulated by virtue, and disci- 
plined Dv reason. Thoo^ the action which I have 
recited is in itself full of guilt and horror, it pro- 
ceeded from a temper of mind which might have pro- 
duced very noble fruits, had it been informed and 
guided by a suitable education. 

It is therefore an unspeakable blessing to be bora 
in those parts of the world where wisdom and know- 
ledge flourish ; though it must be confessed, there 
are, even in these parts, several poor uiiinstructed 
persons, who are but Utde above the inhabitants of 
those nations of which I have been here speaking; 
as those who have had the advantages of a more hbe- 
ral education rise above one another by several dif- 
ferent degrees of perfection. For, to return to our 
statue in the block of marble, we see it sometimes 
only begun to be chipped, sometimes rough-hewn, 
and but just sketched into an human figure ; some- 
times we see the man appearing distinctly in all his 
limbs and features, sometimes we find the figure 
wrought up to a great elegancy, but seldom meet 
with any to which the hand of a Phidias or Prax* 
iteles could not give several nice touches and &> 
nishings. 

Discourses of morality, and reflections iqion hu- 
man nature, are the best means we can make use of 
to improve our minds, and gain a true knowledge 
of ourselves, and consequently to recover our souls 
out of the vice, ignorance, and prejudice, which 
{^^turally cleave to them. I have aU along profease4 
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myself in this paper a promoter of tliese great ends ; 
and I flatter myself that I do from day to day coiv- 
tribnte something to the polishing of men's minds : 
at least my design is laudahle, whatever the execu- 
tion may be. 1 must confess I am not a little encou- 
raged in it by many letters which I receive from un- 
kiK>wn hands, in approbation of my endeavours ; and 
must take this opportunity of returning my thanks 
to those who write thein> aiid excusing myself for 
not inserting several of them in my papers, which I 
am sensible would be a very great ornament to them. 
Shpuld I publish the praises which are so well penned, 
they would do honour to the persons who write them, 
but ray publishing of them would, I fear, be a suf- 
^cient instance to the world that I did not deserve 
them. C. 



K2 
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Siquidem hercUpossiSy mljnius, nequefartiu$: 
VerUm si incipies, neque perfides nariter, 
Atque, ubi piaH tu>n poieria, ckm nemo expetety 
Ittf^tit paee, ultrd ad earn veniesy imdicana 
Tetunare, etferrenonp998e: actum esty iUoe$f 
PertaH; elwiety uH tt vidum senserit. 

TER. Eun. Act. i. 8c. 1. 

O brave! oh excellent t if you maintain it! 
But if you try, and can^t go through with spirit, 
And finding you can't bear it, uninvited, 
' Your peace unmade, all of your own accord. 
You come and swear you love, and can't endure it. 
Good night ! all's over ! ruin'd ! and undone ! 
She'll jilt you, when she sees you in her power. 

COLMAN. 

< TO MR. SPECTATOR. 
*SIR, 

^ This is to inform you, that Mr. Freeman 
had no sooner taken coach, but his lady was taken 
with a terrible fit of tlie vapours, which it is feared 
will make her miscarry, it not endanger her Hfe; 
therefore, dear sir, if you know of any receipt that is 
good against this fashionable reigning distemper, be 
pleased to communicate it for the good of the public, 
and you will oblige 

Yours, 

A. NOEWILL.' 
* MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ The uproar was so ^reat as soon as I had read 
Uie Spectator concerning Mrs. Freeman^ that aft«r 
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many revolutions in her temper, of raging, swooning, 
railing, fainting, pitying herself, and reviling her 
httsbandy upon an accidental coming in of a neigh* 
bouring lady (who says she has writ to you abo) 
she bad nothing left for it but to fail into a fit. I 
had the honour to read the paper to her, and have 
pretty good command of countenance and temper on 
such occasions ; and soon found my historical name 
to be Tom M eggot in your writings, but concealed 
myself until I saw how it affected Mrs. Freeman, 
She looked firequently at her husband, as often at 
me ; and she did not tremble as she filled tea, until 
^he came to tlie circumstance of Armstrong s writing 
out a piece of Tully for an opera tune. Then she 
burst out, she was exposed, slie was deceived, she 
was wronged and abused. The tea-cup was thrown 
in the fire; and without taking vengeance on her 
spouse, she said to me, that I was a pretending cox- 
comb, a meddler that knew not what it was to in- 
terpose in so nice an afiair as between a man and 
his wife. To which Mr. Freeman : *' Madam, were 
I less fond of you than I am, I should not have 
taken this way of writing to the Spectator to inform 
a woman, whom God and nature has placed under 
my direction, with what I request of her ; but 
since you are so indiscreet as not to take the hint 
which I gave you in that paper, I must tell vou, 
inadam, in so many words, that you have for a long 
and tedious space of time acted a part unsuitable to 
the sense you ousht to have of the subordination in 
which you are placed. And I must acquaint you 
once for all, that the fellow without—* Ha, Tom !* — 
(here the footman entered and answered, Madam) 
' Sirrah, don t you know my voice ? Look upon me 
when I speak to you.' — I ss^y, madam, this fellow 
]hire it to know of me myself, whether I am at leisure 
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to see company or not. I am from this hour master of if 
this house ; and my business in it, and every where else, \ f 
is to behave myself in such a maimer, as it shall be j 
hereafter an honour to you to bear my name ; and your ! 
pride that you are the delight, the darling, and orna- 
ment of a man of honour, useful and esteemed by his 
friends ; and i no longer one that has buried some 
merit in the world, in compliance to a froward hu- 
mour which has grown upon an agreeable woman 
by lus indulgence." Mr. Freeman ended this with 
a tenderness in his aspect, and a downcast eye, 
which shewed he was extremely moved at the an- 
Ijuish he saw her in ; for she sat swelling with pas- 
sion, and her eyes firmly fixed on the fire ; when I, 
fearing he would lose all again, took upon me to 
provoke her out of that amiable sorrow she was in, 
to fall upon me ; upon which I said very seasonably 
for my friend, that indeed Mr. Freeman was become 
the common talk of the town ; and that nothing was 
so much a jest, as when it was said in compan}' 
Mr. Freeman has promised to come to such a 
place. Upon which the good lady turned her soft- 
ness into downright rage, and threw the scalding 
tea-kettle upon your humble servant, flew into the 
middle of the room, and cried out she was the un- 
fortunatest of all women. Otliers kept fieimily dissa- 
tisfactions for hours of privacy and retirement. No 
apology was to be made to her, no expedient to be 
found, no previous manner of breaking what was 
amiss in her ; but all the world was to be acquainted 
with her errors, ^vithout the least admonition. Mr. 
Freeman was going to make a softening speech, but 
I interposed: "Look you, madam, I have nothing 
to say lo this matter, but you ought to consider you 
are now past a chicken: this humour, which was 
Well enough in a girl, is insufferable in one of your 
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motherly character." Witli that she lost all pa- 
tience, and flew directly at her husband's periwig. 
I got her in ray arms, and defended uiy friend ; he 
making signs at the same tioM that it was too much ; 
I beckoning, nodding, and frowning over her shoul- 
der, that he was lost if he did not persist. In 
this manner she flew round and round the room in 
a moment, until the lady I spoke of above and ser- 
vants entered ; upon which she fell on a couch as 
breathless. I stili kept up my friend : but he, with 
a very silly air, bid them bring the coach to the door, 
and we went ofl^: I being forced to bid the coachman 
drive on. We were no sooner come to my lodg- 
ingSy but all his wife's relations came to inquire after 
him ; and Mrs. Freeman's mother writ a note, where- 
in she thought never to have seen thb day, and so 
forth. 

* In a word, sir, I am afraid we are upon a thing 
we have no talents for ; and I can observe already, 
my fiiend looks upon me rather as a man that knows 
a weakness of him that he is ashamed of, than one 
who has rescued him from slavery. Mr. Spectator, 
I am but a young fellow, and if Mr. Freeman sub- 
mits, I shall be looked upon as an incendiary, and 
never get a wife as long as I breathe. He has indeed 
sent word home he shall lie at Hampstead to-night ; 
but I believe fear of the first onset sifter this rupture 
iias too great a place in this resolution. Mrs. 
Freeman has a very pretty sister ; suppose I deliver- 
ed bun up, and articled with the mother for her 
bringing hun home. If he has not courage to stand 
it (you ar^ a great casuist), is it such an ill thing to 
bring myself off as well as I can ? What makes me 
doubt my man is, tliat I find he thinks it reasonable 
to expostulate at least with her ; and Captain 
Sentry will tell you, if you let your orders b« dis- 
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puted, you are no longer a commander. I wish yoii 
could advise me how to get clear of this foufflness 
handsomely. 

Yours, 

T. ■':■-'■ ■ TOM MEOOOT/ 



* ■ • • . r 
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Tuncfoemina simplex, 



Et pariter toto repetitur clamor ab antra* 

JUV. Sat, Ti/SSS. 

Then inireatraiA*d by rules of decency, 
Th' assembled females raise a general cry. 

• 

I SHALL entertain my reader to-day with some letten 
from m^ correspondents. The first of them is the. 
description of a club, whether real or imaginary I 
cannot determine; but am apt to fancy, that the 
writer of it, whoever she is, has formed a kind of 
nocturnal orgie out of her own fancy. Whether this 
be so or not, her letter may conduce to the amend- 
ment of that kind of persons who are represented m 
It, and whose characters are frequent enough in the 
world. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ In some of your first papers you were 
pleased to give the public a very diverting account 
of several clubs and nocturnal assemblies ; but I am 
a member of a society which has wholly escaped 
your notice, I mean a dub of She-Romps. We take' 
each a. hackney-coach, and meet once a week in a- 
lojgc i/pper-chamber, wMcb vje lute b^ the ^ear for 
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at purpose ; our landlord and his family, who are 
liet people, constantly contriving to be abroad on 
ir club-night. We are no sooner come together, 
lan we throw off all tliat modesty and reservedness 
ith which our sex are obliged to disguise them- 
Ives in public . places. I am not able to express 
le pleasure we enjoy from ten at night till four in 
le morning, in being as rude as you men can be for 
our lives. As- our play runs high, the room isim- 
lediately filled with broken fans, torn petticoats^ 
ippets, or head-dresses, flounces, furbelows, gar- 
trs, and working-aprons. I had forgot to tell you at 
rst, that besides the coaches we come in ourselves, 
lere is one which stands always empty to carry off 
ur dead men, for so we call all those fragments and 
itters with which the room is strewed, and which 
ire pack up together in bundles and put into the 
foresaid coach. It is no small diversion for us to 
aeet the next night at some member*s chamber, 
rhere every one is to pick out what belonged to her 
rom this confused bundle of silks, stuffs, laces, and 
ibbands. I have hitherto given you an account of 
>ar diversion on ordinary club-nights ; but must ac- 
quaint you further, that once a month we demolish 
I prude, that is, we get some queer formal creature 
n among us, and unrig her in an instant. Our last 
nonth's prude was so armed and fortified in whale- 
iK>ne and buckram, that we had much ado to come- 
sit her ; but you would have died with laughing to 
bave seen how the sober awkward thing looked 
when she was forced out of her intrenchments. In 
short, sir, it is impossible to give vou a true notion 
of our sport, unless you would come one night 
amongst us ; and though it be directly against the 
rules of our society to admit a male visitant, we re- 
pose so much con&lence in your silence and tacitur- 
nity, that it was ^gre^d by the vrboW c\»b^ ^ ^^^ 



108 SPBCTATOR. NO 51^ 

last meeting, to give you entrance for one night as t 
Spectator. 

I am your humble servant, 

KITTt TERMAGANT. 

' P. S. We shall demolish a prude next Thins* 
day.' 

Hiough I thank Kitty for her kind offer, I do not 
at present find in myself any inclination to venture 
my person with her and her romping companions. I 
should regard myself as a second Clodius intrud- 
ing on the mysterious rites of the Bona Dea, and 
should 'apprehend being demolished as much as the 
prude. 

The following letter comes from a gentleman, 
whose taste I nnd is much too delicate to endure 
the least advance towards romping. I may per- 
haps hereafter improve upon the miit he has given 
me, and make it the subject of a whole Spectator ; 
In the meantime take it as it follows in his own 
words. 

* MB. SPECTATOR, 

Mt is piy misfortune to be in love with a 
young creature ..who it daily committing feults, 
which though they give me the utmost uneasiness, I 
know not how to reprove her for, or even acquaint 
her with. Slie is pretty, dresses well, is ricfa, and 
good-humoured ; but either nvholly neglects, or has 
no notion of that which polite people have agreed 
to distinguish by the name of delicacy. After 
our return from a walk the other day she threw her- 
self into an elbow-chair, and professed before a 
laiye ctnof^psmy, tliat il^ iv^ tak on«x ^ % fweat« 
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She told me this afternoon that her stomach ached ; 
and was complaining: yesterday at dinner of some- 
thing that stuck in her teeth. I treated her with a 
basket of fruit last summer, which she eat so very 
greedily, as almost made me resolve never to see 
her more. In short, sir, I begin to tremble when- 
ever I see her about to speak or move. As she 
does not want sense, if she takes these hints I am 
happy ; if not, I am more than afraid, that these 
thmgs which shock me even in the behaviour of a 
mistress, will appear insupportable in that of a wife. 

I am, SIR, 

Yours, &c.* 

My next letter comes from a correspondent whom 
I cannot but very much value, upon the account 
which sb^ gives of herself. 

' MB. SPECTATOR, 

* I AM happily arrived at a state of tranquil- 
lity, which few people envy, I mean that of an old 
maid; therefore being wholly unconcerned in all 
that medley of follies which our sex is apt to con- 
tract from their silly fondness of yours, I read your 
railleries on us without provocation. I can say with 
Hamlet, 



Man delights not me, 



Nor woman either. 



• Therefore, dear sir, as you never spare your own 
sex, do not be afraid of reproving what is ridiailoin 
in ours, and you will oblige at least one woman, 
who is 

Your humble sertant, 

SUSANNAH FBOST/ 



roz. /x. 
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* MR. SPECTATOR, 

' I AM wife to a clergyman, and cannot help 
thinking that in your tenth or tythe character of 
womankind you meant myself, therefore I have no 
i^uarrel against you for the other nine characters. 

Your humble servant* 

iVf A. B. 
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Quid de quoque viro, et cui dicas, aape caceto: 

HOR. Ep. xviil. 68. 

■ Have a care ^ 

Of whom you talk, to ivhom, and what, and where. 

POOLEY. 

I HAPPENED the other day, as my way is, to stroll 
into a little coffee-house beyond Aldgate ; and as I 
3at there, two or three very plain sensible men were 
talking of the Spectator. One said, he Iiad that 
inorning drawn the great benefit ticket; another 
wished he had ; but a third shaked his head and said, 
It was pity that the writer of that paper was such 
a sort of man, that it was no great matter whetlier 
he had or no. He is, it seems, said the good man, 
the most extravagant creature in the world; has tun 
^through vast sums, and yet been in continual want-: 
<a man, for all he talks soiwell of economy, unfit for 
any of the offices of life by reason of his profuseness. 
It would be an unhappy .thing to be his wife, his 
child, or his friend; and yet he talks as well of tliose 
duties of Ufe as anj owe. 'Mlu^ x^^<&c\kiw \\«s 
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t>roaght me to so easy a contempt for every thing 
nrhich is ialse, that tms heavy accusation gave me 
QO manner of uneasiness; but at the same time it 
threw me into deep thought upon the subject of tame 
in general; and I could not but pity such as were so 
iresw, as to value what the common people say out of 
their own talkative temper to the advantage or diminu- 
tion of those whom they mention, without being 
moved either by malice or good-will. It will be too 
long to expatiate upon the sense all mankind have of 
Fame, and tlie inexpressible pleasure which there is 
in the approbation of worthy men, to all who are 
capable of worthy actions ; but methinks one may 
divide the genend word fame, into three ditferent 
species, as it regards the different orders of mankind 
who have any thing to do with it. Fame therefore 
may be divided into glory, which respects the hero.; 
reputation, which is preserved by every gentleman; 
imd credit, which must be supported by every trades* 
man. These possessions in fame are dearer than 
life to those characters of men, or rather are the 
life of these characters. Glory, while tlie hero 
pursues great and noble enterprises, is impregnable ; 
and all the assailants of his renown do but shew their 
pain and impatience of its brightness, without throw- 
mg the least shade upon it. If the foundation of 
an high name be virtue and service, all that is offered 
figainst it is but rumour, which is too . short-lived to 
stand up in competition with glory, which is ever- 
lasting, p 

Reputation, which js the portion of every man 
who would live with the elegant and knowing part 
of mankind, is as stable as glory, if it be as well 
foimded; and the common cause of human society 
is thought concerned when we hear a man of good 
pehaviour calunmiated. Besides which, according 
to a jirevaiJiiij custom amongst U&, ^\^x^ ii^^o^V^ 
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Bis defence in His own arm: and reproach is soon i 
checked, put out of countenance, and overtaken by i 
disptice. 

The most unhappy of all men, and the most ex- 
pojsed to the malignity or wantonness of the common 
Voice, is the trader. Credit is undone in whispers. 
The tradesman's wound is received from one who is 
more private and more cruel than the ruffian with the 
lantern and dagger. The manner of repeating a 
^inan's name, — As ; * Mr. Cash, Oh ! do you leave 
your money at his shop? Why, do you know Mr. 
Searoom ? He is indeed a general merchant.' I say, 
I have seen, from the iteration of a man's name hid- 
ing one thought of him, and explaining what you 
hide, by saying something to his advantage when 
2fou speak, a merchant hurt in his credit ; and him 
ivho, every day he lived, Hterally added to the value 
of his native country, undone by one who was only 
a burden and a blemish to it. Since every body who 
knows the world is sensible of this great evil, how 
careful ought a man to be in his language of a mer- 
thant? It may possibly be in the power of a very 
shallow creature to lay the ruin of the best family in 
the most opulent city ; and the more so, the more 
highly he deserves of his country ; that is to say, the 
farther he places his wealth out of his hands, to draw 
home that of another climate. 

In this case an ill word may change plenty into 
want, and by a rash sentence a free and generous 
fortune may in a few days be reduced to beggary. 
How httle does a giddy prater imagine, that an idle 
phrase to the disfavour of a merchant, may be as 
pernicious in the consequence, as the forgery of a 
deed to bar an inheritance would be to a gentleman ? 
Land stands where it did before a gentleman was 
calumniated, and the state of a great action is Just as 
it was before calumny was offered to diminbh it| 
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and there is time, place, and occasion expected to 
unravel all that is contrived against tliose characters ; 
but tlie trader who is ready only for probable de- 
mands upon him, can have no armour against tlie 
inquisitive, the malicious, and the envious, who are 
prepared to fill the cry to his dishonour. Fire and 
sword are slow engines of destruction, in comparison 
of the babbler in the case of the merchant. 

For this reason I thought it an imitable piece of 
humanity of a gentleman of ny acquaintance, who 
had great variety of affairs, and used to talk with 
warmth enough against gentlemen by whom he- 
thought himself ill dealt witli; that he would ne- 
ver let any thing be urged against a merchant (with, 
whom he had any difference) except in a court of 
justice. He used to say, that to speak ill of a mer- 
chant, was to begin his suit with judgment and exe- 
cution. One cannot, I think, say more on this oc- 
casion, than to repeat, that the merit of the merchant 
19 above that of all ,other subjects ; for while he is 
untouched in his credit, hb hand-writing is a more 
jg^rtable coin for the service of his fellow-citizens, 
and his word the gold of Ophir to the country where-i 
in be resides, T 
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Fix ea nostra voco: 

OVID. Met xiii. UU 

These I scifee call our oivn. 

There are but few men, who are not ambitious of 
<]istinguishing themselves in the nation or country 
where they live, and of growing considerable among 
those with whom they converse. There is a kind of 
firandeur and respect, which the meanest and most 
insignificant part of mankind endeavour to procure 
in the little circle of their friends and acquaintance. 
The poorest mechanic, nay, the man who lives upon 
common alms, gets him his set of admirers, and de- 
lights in that superiority which he enjoys over those 
Who are in some respects benealb him. This ambi- 
fion, which is natural to the soul of man, might me- 
thinks receive a very happy turn : and, if it were 
rishtly directed, contribute as much to a person's 
advantage, as it generally does to his uneasiness and 
disquiet. 

I shall therefore put together some thoughts on 
this subject, which I have not met with in other 
writers ; and shall set them down as they have oc- 
curred to me, without being at the pains to connect 
or methodise them. 

All superiority and pre-eminence that one man 
can have over another, may be reduced to the no- 
tion of quality, which, considered at large, is either 
that of fortune, body, or mind. The first is that 
which consists in birth^ title, or riches; it is the 
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most foreign to our natures, and what we can the 
least call eut own of any of the three kinds of qua* 
lity. In relation to the body, quality arises from 
health, strength, or beauty; which are nearer to ns, 
and more a part of ourselves than the former. Qua- 
lity, as it regards the mind, has its'rise from know- 
ledge or virtue ; and is that which is more essential to 
us, and more intimately united with us than either of 
the other two. 

The quality of fortune, though a man has less rea- 
son to value himself upon it than on that of the 
body or mind, b however the kind of quahty which 
makes the most shining figure in the eye of the 
woiid. 

As virtue is the most reasonable and genuine source 
of honour, we generally find in titles an intimation of 
86me particular merit that should recommend men to 
the high stations which they possess. Holiness in 
ascribed to the pope; majesty to kings; serenity or 
ttiildness of temper to princes ; excellence or perfec-* 
tion to ambasssfdors; grace to archbishops; honour 
to peers; worship or venerable behaviour to magis- 
trates; and reverence, which is of the same import as 
the former, to th^ inferior clergy. 
' In the founders of great families, such attributes 
of honour are generally correspondent with the vir- 
tues of the person to whom they are applied ; but iu 
the descendants they are too often the maiiis rather 
of grandeur tlian of merit, The stamp and denomi- 
nation still continues, but the intrinsic value is fre« 
quently lost. 

The death-bed shews the emptiness of titles in a 
true light. A poor dispirited sinner lies trembling 
under the apprehensions of the state he is entering 
on ; and is asked by a grave attendant how his ho* 
liness does? Another hears himself addressed to 
finder the titl^ of highness or excellency, whp li^ 



uuder sadi nlean circumstances of mortality as are 
the disgrace of human nature. Titles at such a 
time look rather like insults and mockery than in- 
spect. 

The truth of it is, honours are in this world under 
BO regulation ; true quality is neglected, virtue b op- 
press^, and vice triumphant. The last day will 
rectify this disorder, and assign to every one a sta-^ 
tion suitable to the dignity of his character. Ranb. 
wiH be then adjusted, and precedency set right. 

Methinks we should have an ambition, if not to 
advance ourselves in another world, at le^st to pre- 
serve our post in it, and outshine our inferiors in 
virtue here, that they may not be put above us in 
a state which b to settle the distuiction for eter- 
nity. 

Men in scripture are called strangers and sojomv 
ners upon earth, and life a pilgrimage. Several 
heathen, as well as christian authors, uuder the same 
kind of metaphor, have represented the world as an 
inn, which was only designed to furnish us with ac- 
commodations in this our passage. It b therefore 
very absurd to tliiuk of setting up our rest before 
we come to our journey's end, and not rather to take 
eare of the reception we shall there meet, than to 
fix our thoughts on the little conveniences and ad- 
vantages which we enjoy one above another in the 
way to it. 

Epictetus makes use of another kind of allusion, 
which b very beautiful, and wonderfully proper to 
incline us to be satisfied with the post in which Pro- 
vidence has placed us. We are here, says he, as in 
a theatre, where every one has a part allotted to 
;him. The great duty which lies upon a man b to 
act his part in perfection. We may indeed sa}^ 
tliat our part does not suit us, and thai we could act 
^another better. But tiib,'says the philosopher, ii 
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not our business. All that we are concerned in if 
to excel in the part which is given us. If it be an 
improper one, the feult is not in us, but in Him who 
has cast our several parts, and is the great disposer of 
the drama *. 

The part that was acted by this philosopher him- 
self was but a very indifferent one, for he lived and 
died a slave. His motive to contentment in this 
particular, receives a very great inforcement from 
the above-mentioned consideration, if we remember 
that our parts in the other world will be new-cast» 
and that mankind will be there ranged in different 
stations of superiority and pre-eminence, in propor- 
tion as thev have here excelled one another in virtue, 
and performed in their several posts of hfe the duties 
which belong to them. 

There are many beautiful passages in the little 
apocryphal book, entitled, The Wisdom of Solomon, 
to set forth the vanity of honour, and the like tem- 
poral blessings which are in so great repute among 
men, and to comfort those who have not the posses- 
sion of them. It represents in very warm and noble 
terms this advancement of a good man in the other 
world, and the great surprise wliich it will produce 
among those who are his superiors in this. * Then 
shall the righteous man stand in great boldness be- 
fore the face of such as have afflicted him, and made 
no account of his labours. When they see it they 
chall be troubled with terrible fear, and shall be 
amazed at the strangeness of his salvation, so far 
beyond all that they looked for. And they repenting 
and groaning for anguish of spirit, shall say within 
themselves ; this was he 'whom we had sometime in 
derision, and a proverb of reproach. We fools 
3»pcounted his life madness, and his end to be witho^t 

^ Yid, Epicteti Encfairid, cap. 25, 
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(lonour. How is he numbered among the children of 
pod, and his lot is among the saints * !' 

If the reader would see the description of a life 
that is passed awav in vanity and among the sha« 
dows ot pomp ana greatness, he may see it very 
finely drawn in the same place f. In the meantime, 
since it is necessary in the present constitution of 
things^ that order and distinction should be kept up 
in the world, we should be happy, if those who 
enjoy the upper stations in it, would endeavour to 
surpass others in virtue, as much as in rank» and by 
their humanity and condescension make their su* 
periority easy and acceptable to those who are beneath 
them ; and if, on the contrary, those who are in meaner 
posts of hfe, would consider how they may better 
their condition hereafter, and by a just deference and 
submission to their superiors, make them happy in 
those blessings with which Providence lias thought fit 
to distina[nish them, C. 
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Rumoresque serit varios 



VIKG. ^u. xii. 22», 

A thousand rumours spreads* 

*SIR, 

* Why will you apply to my fktlier for my 
love? I cannot help it it he will give you my per« 
spn; but I assure you it is not in his power^ nor 

• Wind, ch. T. 1—5. i Clu v, ^ 14. 
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even in my own, to give you my heart Dear sir, 
do but consider the ill consequence of such a match ; 
you are fifty-five, 1 twenty-one. You are a man of 
business, and mightily conversant in arithmetic and 
making calculations; be pleased therefore to con- 
sider what proportion your spirits bear to mine ; and 
when you have made a just estimate of tlie neces- 
sary decay on one side, and the redundance on the 
other, you will act accordingly. This perhaps ii 
such language as you may not expect from a young 
lady ; but my happiness is at stake, and I must talk 
plainly. I mortally hate you; and so, as you smd 
my father agree, you may take me or leave me: but 
if you will be so good as never to see me more, you 
wiU for ever oblige, 

SIR, 

Your most humble servant 



HENRIETTA/ 



* MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ There are so many artifices and modes of 
false wit, and such a variety of humour discovers 
itself among its votaries, that it would be impossible 
to exhaust so fertile a subject, if you would think fit 
to resume it. The following instances may, if you 
think fit, be added by vmy of appendix to your dis- 
courses on that subject. 

That feat of poetical activity mentioned by Hch 
race, of an author who could compose two hundred 
verses while he stood upon one leg, has been imi- 
tated (as I have heard) by a modern writer; who 
priding himself on the hurry of his invention, thought 
It no small addition to his fame to have each piece 
mmuted with the exact number of hours or days it 
cost him, in the composition. . He cQuld taste no 
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praise until he had acquainted you in how sbwt 
spaee of time he had deserved it; and was not so 
much led to an ostentation of his art, as of his dis- 
patch: 



Accipey ri vis. 



■r 



Accvpejam tdbulas ; deturnobis locus, horOi 
Cuttodes: videamui uter plits scribere possit, ' ' ' 

HOR. 1 Sat !▼. Uw V 

Here's pen and ink, and time, and place ; leV§tlft 
Who ean write most, and fastest, yon or I. - 

CREECH. 

^ This was the whole of his ambition; and there- 
fore I cannot but think the flights of this nmid 
antlior very proper to be oppo^ to those labo- 
rious nothings which you have observed were the 
delight of tlie German wits, and in which they so 
happily got rid of such a tedious quantity of their 
time. 

* I have known a gentleman of another turn of 
humour, who despising the name of an author, never 
printed his works, but contracted his talent, and by 
the help of a very flue diamond which he wore od 
his little flnger, was a considerable poet upon gfaus. 
He had a very good epigrammatic wit; and there 
was not a parlour or tavern window where he viated 
or dined for some years, which did not receive some 
sketches or memorials of it. It was his misfortone 
at last to lose his genius and hb ring to a sharper at 
play, and he has not attempted to make a verse 
since. 

' But of all contractions or expedients for wit, I 
admire that of an ingenious projector whose book 
I have seen. This virtuoso being a mathematiciaii, 
has according to his taste, thrown the art of poetit 
into a short problem, and contrived tabks; by which 
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waxy one without knowing a word of grammar or 
sense, may to bis great comfort, be able to compose, 
or rather to erect Latin verses *. His tables are a 
kind of poetical logarithms, which being divided 
into several squares, and all inscribed witli so many 
incolierent words, appear to the eye somewhat like 
a fortune-telling screen. What a joy must it be to 
the unleaiiied operator to find that these words 
being carefully collected and writ down in order 
according to the problem, start of themselves into 
hexameter aqd pentjuneter verses? A friend of mine, 
who is a st^lN^t in astrology, meeting with this 
book, perforated the operation, by the rules there 
•et down ;^lie shewed hu verses to the next of his 
acquaintance,) who happened to miderstand Latin; 
ana being informed they described a tempest of 
wind, very luckily prefixed them, together with a 
translation, to an almanack he was just then print- 
ing, and was supposed to have foretold the last great 
stormt. 

I think the only improvement beyond this, would 
be that which the late Duke of Buckingham men- 
tioned to a stupid pretender to poetry, as a project 
4rf a Dutch mechanic, viz. a mill to make verses. 
Tfas being the most compendious method of all 
which hav6 yet been proposed, may deserve the 
thpughts of our modem virtuosi who are employed 
in new discoveries for the public good ; and it may 
be worth the while to consider, whether in an island 
where few are content without being thought wits^ 

• 

* Tlus is no fictioD of the Spectator's, as mi^t natnrally be 
imagined. There was a projector of this kind named John 
Peter, who published a very thin pamphlet in 8vo. entitled. 
Artificial Venifying, a new Way to make Latin Venes. Lond. 
1678. 

t ViE. November 96, 1703. 

VPL. IX. Bd 
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it will not be a common benefit, that wit as well a« 
labour should be made cheap. < 

I am, SIR, 
Your humble servant, &c/ 

^ • MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ I OFTEN dine at a gentleman's house where 
there are two young ladies in themselves very agree- 
able, but very cold in their behaviour, because they 
understand me for a person that b to '' break my 
mind,'' as the phrase is, very suddenly to one of 
them. But I take this way to acquaint them that I 
am not in love with either of them, in hopes they 
will use me with that agreeable freedom and indi^ 
ference which they do all the rest of the world, and 
not to drink to one another only, but sometimet cast 
a kind look, with their service to, 

SIRr 

Your humble servant.' : 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

' I AM a young gentleman, and take it for a 
piece of good breeding to pull off my hat when I see 
any thing peculiarly charming in any woman, whe- 
ther I know her or not. I take care that there is 
nothing ludicrous or arch in my manner, as if I 
were to betray a woman into a salutation by way 
of jest or humour ; and yet except I am acquainted 
with her, I find she ever takes it for a rule, that she 
18 to look upon this civility and homage I pay to her 
supposed merit, as an impertinence or forwardoess 
which she is to observe and neglect. I wbfa, liir, 
•you would settle the business of salutation; Imd 
please to inform me how I shall resist the sodden 
impulse I have to be dvii tcy nAksX t8^N«& m NAobL ^ 
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nerit; or tell these creatures how to behave them- 
lelves m return to the esteem I have for them. My 
iffiurs are such, that your decision will be a favour 
to me, if it be only to save the unnecessary expence 
»f wearing out my hat so fast as I do at present. 

I am, SIB, 
YourSy 

T. i>. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

' There are some that do know me, and wont 
bow to me.' 
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Uique ad nuila 

HOR. 8>l.3. 1, l.v. 6. 

From eggs, which first are set upon the board. 
To apples ripe, with which it last is stor'd. 

Nkilv I have finished any of my ^peculations, it is 
ny method to consider which of the ancient authors 
lave touched upon the subject that I treat of. By 
his means I meet with, some celebrated thought 
ipon it, or a thought of my own expressed in better 
voids, or some similitude for the illustration of my 
ubject. This is what gives birth to the motto of 4 
peculation, which I rather choose to take out of 
he poets than the prose-writers, as the former gene- 
vlly give a finer turn to a thought than the latter, 
ind by couching it in few words, and in harmonious 
lumbers^ make it more portable to the memory. 
My reader is therefore sure to iiKe!eXmlioL'^\.\»^ 



124 8:pectator. It* J^. 

one good line in every paper, and v^ry often finds 
his imagination entertained by a hint that awakens 
in his memory some beautiful passage of a dassie 
author. 

It was a saying of an ancient philosopher *, which 
I find some of our writers have ascribed to Queen 
Elizabeth, who perhaps might have taken occasion 
to repeat it, that a good face is a letter of recom- 
mendation. It naturally makes the beholders inqui- 
sitive into the person who is the owner of it, and 
generally prepossesses them in his favour. A hand- 
some motto has the same effect. Besides that it 
always gives a supernumerary beauty to a paper, 
and is sometimes in a manner necessary, when the 
writer is engaged in what may appear a paradox to 
vulgar minds, as it shews that he is supported 
by good authorities, and is not singular in his 
opinion. 

I must confess, the nutto is of little use to an un- 
learned reader, for which reason I consider it only 
as 'a word to the wise.' But as for my unlearned 
friends, if they cannot relish the motto, I take care 
to make provision for them in the body of my paper. 
If they do not understand the sign that is hung out, 
they know very well by it that they may meet with 
entertainment in the house; and I think I was 
never better pleased than with a plain man's com* 

tliment, who upon his friend's telling him that 
e would like the Spectator much better if he under- 
stood the motto, replied, that ' good wine needs 
iio bush.' 

I have heard of a couple of preachers in a coun- 
try town, who endeavoured which should outshine 
one another, and draw together the greatest con- 

* Aristotle f or according to some Diogcnos. See Diogenas 
Jjiertiasj hb. 5f. cap. 1. n, U. 
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grefiation. One of them being well versed in the 
Fathers, used to quote every now and then a Latin 
sentence to his illiterate hearers^ who it seems found 
themselves so ediikd by it, that they flocked in 
greater numbers to tliis learned man than to hi» 
rival. The other finding his congregation moulder-^ 
ing every Sunday, and hearing at length what was 
the occasion of it, resolved to give his parish a 
little Latin in his turn; but being unacquainted 
with any of the Fathers, he digested into his sermons 
the whole book of QuiC Genus, adding however such 
explications to it as he thought might be for the be- 
nefit of his people. He afterwards entered upon 
As in Prasenti, which he converted in the same man- 
uer to the use of bis parisliioners. This in a very 
little time thickened his audience, filled his churchy 
and routed his antagonist. 

The natural love to Latin, which is so prevalent 
in our common people, makes me think that my spe* 
culations fare never the worse among them for tliat 
^little scrap which appears at the head of them; and 
what; the more encourages nie in the use of quota* 
tious in an unknown tongue, is, that I bear the 
ladies, whose approbation I value more than that of 
the whole learned world, declare themselves in a 
jnore particular manner pleased with my Greek mot- 
toes. 

Designing this day's work for a dissertation upon 
the two extremities of my paper, and having already 
dispatched my motto, I shall, in the next place, 
discourse upon those single capital letters, which 
are placed at the end of it, and which have afforded 
great matter of speculation to the curious. I have 
heard various conjectures upon this subject. Some 
tell us that C i? the mark of those papers that are 
written by the clergyman, though others ascribe 

M 2 
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t^m to the chib in general : that the papers marked 
with R were wipitten by my frietid Sir Roger : that 
L signifies the lawyer, whom I have described in my 
second speculation; and that T stands for the trader 
er merchant. Bat the letter X, which is placed at 
the end of some few of my papers, is that which 
lias puzzled the whole town, as they cannot think 
of auy name which begins with that letter, except 
Xenophon and Xerxes, who can neither of them 
be supposed to have had any hand in these specula- 
tions. 

In answer to these inquisitive gentlemen, who 
have many of them made inquiries of me by letter, 
I must tell them the reply of an ancient philosopher, 
who earried something hidden under his. cloke. - A 
certain acquaintance desiring him to let him know 
what it was he covered so carefully: * I cover it,' 
iays he, ' on purpose that you should not know.' I 
have made use of these obscure marks for the same 
purpose. They are, perhaps, little amulets or charms 
to preserve the paper against the fascination and 
malice of evil eyes : for which reason I would not 
have my reader surprised, if hereafter he sees any of 
my papers marked with a Q, a Z, a Y, an &c. or 
with the word Abracadabra *. 

I shall, however, so far explain myself to the read- 
er, as to let him know that tlie letters C, L, and 
X, are cabalistical, and carry more in them than it 
b proper for the world to be acquainted with. 
Those who are versed in the philosophy of Pytha-» 

* A noted charm for agues : said to have been invented by 
Basilides, an heretic of the second century, who taught that 
very sublime mysteries were contained in the number 36^ 
(viz. not only the days of the yeai', but the different orders of 
celestial beings, &c.^ to which number the Hebrew letters that 
fompose the word Abraca4abra are said to amount. 
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goras, and swear by the Tetrachtys, that is the num- 
ber four *, will know veiy well tliat the number ten, 
wfaich is signified by the fetter X, (and which has so 
much perplexed the town) has in it many particular 
powers; that it is called by Platonic writers the 
complete number; that one, two, three, and four 
put together make up the number ten ; and that ten 
is all. But these are not mysteries for ordinary read« 
ers to be let into. A man must have spent many yean 
in hard study before he can arrive at the knowledge 
of them. 

We had a rabbinical divine in England, who was 
chaplain to the Earl of flssex in Queen fllizabeth's 
time, that had an admirable head for secrets of this 
nature. Upon his taking the doctor of divinity's 
degree, he preached before the university of Cam* 
bridge, upon the first verse of the first chapter of 
the hrst book of Chronicles, 'in which,' says he, ' you 
have the three foUowuig words: 

" Adam, Sheth, Enosh." 

He divided this short text into many parts, and by 
discovering several mysteries in each word, made a 
most learned and elaborate discourse. The name 
of this profound preacher was Dr. Alabaster, of 
whom the reader may find a more particular account 
in Dr. Fuller's book of English Worthies. Hiis 
instance will, I hope, convince my readers that there 
may be a great deal of fine writing in the capital 
letters which bring up the rear of my paper, and 
give tliem some satisfaction in that particular. But 
lis for the full explication of these matters, I must 
lefer them to time, which discovers all things. 

C. 

* See Stan]ey*s Lives of the Philo8ophen> page 5^> %^ 
tKlit. 1687; folio. 
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W222. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1711. 



Cur alter fratrumcessare, etludere^ et ungi, 
Praferat Herodxs palmeHs ptnguibus — 

HOR. 2 Ep. ii. 183. 

Why, of two brothers, one his pleasure loves, 
Prefers his sports to Herod's fragrant groves. 

CREECH. 



« MR. SPECTATOR, 

* There is one thing I have oflteD looked for 
in your papers, and have as often wondered to find 
myself disappointed; the rather, because I think it 
a. subject every way agreeable to your design, and 
by being left unattempted by others, it seems re- 
served as a proper employment for you; I mean a 
disquisition, from whence it proceeds, that men of 
the brightest parts, and most comprehensive genius, 
completely furnished with talents for any province 
in human afiairs; such as by their wise lessons of 
^onomy to others, have made it evident that they 
have the justest notions of life, and of true sense* 
in the conduct of it——; from what unhappy con- 
tradictious cause it proceeds, that persons thus 
finished by nature and by art, should so often fail 
in the management of that which they so well under- 
stand, and want the address to^make a right applica- 
tion of their own rules. This is certainly a pro- 
digious inconsistency in behaviour, and makes much 
such a figure in morals, as a monstrous birth in natu- 
rals ; with this difference only, which greatly aggra- 
\ates the wonder, that it happens much more fre- 
quently: and what a blemish does it cast upon wit 
md kaming in the general account of the world f 
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In bow disadtantageous a light does it expose them 
ta the busy class of mankind, that there should be 
so many mstancesof persons who have so conducted 
their lives in spile of theise transcendent advantages, 
as neither to be happy in themselves nor useful to 
their friends; when every body sees it was entirely 
in their own power to be eminent in both these char 
meters? For my part, I think there is no reflec« 
tion more astonishing, than to consider one of thesa 
gentlemen spending a fair fortune, running in every 
body*s debt without the least apprehension of a 
future reckoning, and at last leaving not only his own 
children, but possibly those of other people, by his 
means, in starving circumstances; while a fellow, 
whom one would scarce suspect to have a human 
soul» shall perhaps raise a vast estate out of nothing, 
and be the founder of a family capable of being 
very considerable in their country, and doing many 
illustrious services to it. That tbis observation is 
justy experience has put beyond all dispute. But 
thougii the fact be so evident and glaring, yet the 
causes of it are still in tlie dark; which makes me 
persuade myself, that it would be no unacceptable 
jnece of entertainment to the town, to inquire int« 
tjie hidden sources of so unaccountable an evil. 

I am, SIR, 
Your most humble servant/ 

What this correspondent wonders at, has been 
matter of admiration ever since there was any sucb 
thing as human life. Horace reflects upon this in* 
consistency very agreeably in the character of Ti- 
gellius, whom he makes a mighty pretender to 
economy, and tells you, you might one day hear 
him speak the most philosophic things imaginable 
ooncerniog being contented with a little, and hift 
Gontempt of every thing but mere necessaries ; and 
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in half a week after spend a thousand pounds. When 
he says this of him with relation to expence, lie 
describes him as unequal to himself in every other 
cvcumstance of life. Indeed, if we consider lavish 
men carefully, we shall find it always proceeds from a 
Certain incapacity of possessing themselves, and 
finding enjoyment in their own minds. Mr. Dryden 
has expressed this very excellently in the character 
of Zimri: 

A man so various that he seen'd to be 
Not one, but all mankind's epitome. 
Stiff in opinion, always in tlie wrong. 
Was every thing by starts, and nothing long ! 
But in the course of one revolving moon, 
Waschymist, fiddler, statesman, and buffoon. 
Then all for women, painting, rhyming, drinking, 
Besides ten thousand freaks, that died m thinking ; 
Bless'd madman, who could every hour employ 
In something new to wisli, or to enjoy ! 
In squandering wealth was his peculiar art, 
Notiiing went unrewarded but desert 

' This loose state of the soul hurries the extrava- 
gant from one pursuit to another; and the reason 
that his expences are greater than another's, is, that 
his wants are also more numerous. But what makes 
so many go on in this way to their hves' end» ]8» 
that they certainly do not know how contemptible 
they are in the eyes of the rest of mankind, or 
rather, that indeed they are not so contemptible as 
thev deserve. Tully says, it is the greatest of 
wickedness to lessen your paternal estate. And if 
a man would thoroughly consider how much worse 
than banishment it must be to his child, to ride by 
the estate which should have been his, had it not 
been for his father's injustice to him, he would be 
smitten with the reflection more deeply tlian can be 
■nderstood by any but one who b a father. Sure 
Iberif can be nottung more afiSlctinf;, tfaAn to ijmk it 
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had been happier for his son to have been bom of 
any other man living than himself. 

It is not perhaps much thought of, but it is cer- 
tainly a very important lesson, to learn how to enjoy 
ordinary life, and to be able to relish your bemg 
without the tran^x>rt of some passion, or gratifica- 
tion of some appetite. For want of this capacity, 
the world is filled with whetters, tipplers, cutters, 
uppers, and all the numerous train of those who, 
Ibr want of thinking, are forced to be ever exer- 
cising their feeling, or tasting. It would be hard 
on mh occasion to mention the harmless smokers of 
tobacco, and takers of snuiF. 

The slower part of mankind, whom my corre^ 
spondent wonders should get estates, are the more 
immediately formed for that pursuit. They can ex- 
pect distant things without impatience, because they 
are not carried out of their way either by violent 
passion, or keen appetite to any thing. To men 
addicted to delights, business is an interruption; to 
such as are cold to delights, business is an enter* 
tainment. For which reason it was said to one who 
commended a dull man for his application, ' No 
dianks to him; if he had no business, he would have 
notfaimr to do.' T. ' 
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O mavis anima ! qualem te dicam h^nam 
Antehacfume, talcs cUm sirU feliqwaf 

PHADR. iii. i. 5. 

O sweet soul ! how good must yoa have been heretofore^ 
when your remains are so delicious ! 

When I reflect upon the various fate of those mul- 
titudes of aocient writers who flourisiied in Greece 
and Italy, I consider time as an immense ocean, in 
which many noble authors are entirely swallowed op, 
many very much shattered and damaged, some quite 
disjointed and broken into pieces, while some have 
wholly escaped the common wreck; but the number 
of the last is very small, 

Apparent rari nantes in gurgite vasto, 

VIKG. Au. i. ?er 1«. 

One here and there floats on the vast abyss. 

Among the mutilated poets of antiquity there if 
none whose fragments are so beautiful as those of 
Sappho. They give us a taste of her way of writing, 
whicli is perfectly conformable with that extraordi- 
nary character we find of her in the remarks of those 
great critics who were conversant with her works 
when they were entire. One may see by what is 
left of them, that she followed nature in all her 
thoughts, without descending to those little pomts, 
conceits, and turns of wit with which many of our 
modem lyrics are so miserably infected. Her soul 
seems to have been made up of love and poetry. 
She felt the passion in all its warmth, and describeid 
it iastU its symptoms. Sb& V& cxSl^Sl Vj «Dase^\. %!ik 
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thors the tenth muse ; and by Plutarch is compared 
to Cacus the sou of Vulcan, who breathed out no- 
thing but flame. I do not know by the character that 
is given of her works, whether it is not for the bene- 
fit of mankind that they are lost. They are filled 
with such bewitching tenderness and rapture, that it 
might have been dangerous to have given tliem a 
reading. 

An inconstant lover, called Phaon, occasioned 
great calamities to this poetical lady. She fell de- 
sperately in love with him, and took a voyage into 
Sicily, in pursuit of him, he having withdrawn him- 
self thither on purpose to avoid her. It was in that 
island, and on this occasion, she is supposed to have 
made the Hymn to Venus, with a translation of whidi 
I shall 4pre8eut my reader. Her Hymn was ineifectual 
for procuring that happiness which she prayed for in 
it. Phaon was still obdurate, and Sappho so trans- 
ported with the viol^ce of her passion, that she was 
resolved to get rid of it at any price. 

There was a promontory in Acamania called Leu- 
cate, on the top of which was a little temple dedi- 
cated to Apollo. In this temple it was usual for de- 
spairing lovers to make their vows in secret, and after- 
wards to fling themselves from the top of the preci- 
pice into the sea, where they were sometimes taken 
up alive. This place was therefore called the Lover^s 
Leap ; and whether or no the fright they had been 
in, or the resolution tliat could push them to so dread- 
ful a remedy, or the bruises which they often received 
in their fall, .banished all the tender sentiments of 
love, and gave their spirits another turn ; those who 
had taken this leap were observed never to relapse 
into that passion. Sappho tried the cure, but perished 
in the experiment. 

After having given this short account of Sappho, 
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SO far as it regards the following Ode, I shall 
the translation of it as it was sent me by a 
whose admirable Pastorals and Winter-pieei 
been already so well received. The reader w 
in it that pathetic simplicity which is so pecu 
him, and so suitable to the ode he has here trai 
This ode in the Greek (besides those beaut 
served by Madam Dacier) has several ham 
turns in the words^ which are not lost in fbe I 
I must farther add, that the translation has pn 
every image and sentiment of Sappho, notwitJ 
ing it has all the ease and spirit of an origin 
a word, if the ladies have a mind to know tfa 
ner of writing practised by the so much cel< 
Sappho, they may here sec it in its genuine a 
tural beauty, without any foreign or affected 
ments. 

AN HYMN TO VENUS. 

O Venus, beauty of the skies. 
To whom a thousand temples rise, 
Gaily false in gentle smiles, 
Full of love-perplexing wiles ; 
O goddess ! from my heart remove 
The wasting cares and pains of love. 

If ever thou hast kindly heard 
A song in sofl distress preferred, 
Propitious to my tuneful vow, 
O gentle goddess ! hear me now 
Descend, thou bright, immortal guest, 
In all thy radiant charms confessed. 

Thou once didst leave almighty Jove, 
And all the golden roo6 above : 
The car thy vranton sparrows drew. 
Hovering in air they lightly flew ; 
As to my bower they wing'd their way, 
) law their quivering punoiis play. 
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The liinb dnausa'd (while you remain) 
Bon bftek their empty car again : 
Then you with looks divinely mild, 
In eveiy heavenly feature smiPdy 
And aak'd what new complaints I made^ 
And why I call'd yon to my aid? 

What phrensy in my bosom rag'd, 
And by what cure to be assoag'd? 
What gentle youth I would altare, 
Mliom in my artful toib secure ? 
Who does thy tender heart subdue. 
Tell me, my Sappho, tell me who ? 

Though now he shuns thy longing arms. 
He soon shall court thy slighted charms ; 
Though now thy offenngs he despisey 
He soon to thee shall sacrifice ; 
Though now he fineeae, he soon shall bum^ 
And be thy victim in hiaytum. 

Celestial visitant, oneemore 
'^ Thy ueedftd presence I implore ! 
In pity come, and ease my grief. 
Bring my distemperM soul relief, 
Favour thy suppliant's hidden tires. 
And give me all my heart desires. 



Madam Dackr observes, there is something rery 
pretty in that circumstance of this ode, wherein 
Venus h described as sending away her chariot upon 
her arrival at Sappho's lodgings, to denote that it was 
not a short transient visit which she intended to make 
her. This ode was preserved by an eminent Greek 
critic, who inserted it entire in his works, as a pattern 
of perfection in the structure of it. 

Longinus has quoted another ode of this great 
poetess, which is likewise admirable in its kind, and 
has been translated by the same hand with the fore- 
going one. I shall oblige my reader with it in another 
paper. In the meaawhiie, 1 cwekoI \>\)X Hi^'osSjtx^ 
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that these (wo finished pieces have never been 'at 
tempted before by any of our own countrymen. Ba 
the truth of it is, the compositions of the ancients 
which have not in them any of those unnatural witti 
cisms that are the delight of ordinary readers, are ex 
tremely difficult to render into anotiier tongue, so a 
the beauties of the original may not appear weak aii( 
&ded in the translation. C. 
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Fulgente traMi constrictos gloria curru 



Non minUt ignotos generosit- 

HOR. 1 Sat. Ti. 33. 

Chained to her shining car. Fame draws along 
With equal whirl the great and vnlgar throng. 

If we look abroad upon the great multitude of mai 
kind, and endeavour to trace out the principles < 
action in every individual, it will, I think, aeei 
highly probable that ambition runs through tl 
whole species, and that every man in proportion t 
the vigour of his complexion is more or less actuate 
by it. It is indeed no uncommon thing to meet wil 
men, who, by the natural bent of their indin 
tions, and without tlie discipline of philosopb 
aspire not to the heights of power and grandeni 
who never set their hearts upon a numerous train < 
clients and dependencies, nor other gay appendagi 
of greatness; who are contented with a comp 
tencv, and will not molest their tranquillity to ga 
na abunddnce. But it ia^ «ot \\\«x«(ca^ to be coi 



dnded that such a man is not ambitious ; Bis cksires 
may have cut out another channel, and determined 
hfm to other pursuits ; the motive however may be 
still the same ; and in these cases likewise the man 
may be equally pushed on with the desire of dis* 
tiBction. 

Though the pure consciouwess of worthy actions, 
abstracted from the views of popular applause, be 
to a generous mind an ample reward, yet the desire 
of distinction was doubtless implanted in our natures 
as an additional incentive to exert ourselves in virtu- 
ous excellence. 

This passion, indeed, like all others, is frequently 
perverted to evil and ignoble purposes ; so that we 
may account for many of the excellencies and follies 
of life upon tlie same innate principle, to wit, the de- 
sire of being remarkable : for this, as it has been dif- 
ferently cultivated by education, study, and converse, 
will bring forth suitable effects as it falls in with an 
ingenuous di^>08ition, or a corrupt mind. It does 
accordingly express itself in acts of magnanimity or 
selfish cunning, as it meets with a good or a weak un- 
derstanding. As it has been employed in embellishing 
the mind, or adorning the outside, it renders the man 
eminently praiseworthy or ridiculous. Ambition 
therefore is not to be confined only to one passion or 
pursuit; for as the same humours in constitutions, 
otherwise different, affect the body after different 
manners, so the same aspiring principle within us 
sometimes breaks forth upon one object, sometimes 
upon another. 

It cannot be doubted, but that there is as great 
desire of glory in a ring of wrestlers or cudgel- 
players, as in any other more refined competition for 
superiority. No man that could avoid it, would ever 
makt his head to be broken but out of a principle of 

N3 
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honour. This is the secret spring that pushes tfaem 
forward ; and the superiority which they gain above 
the undistinguished many, does more than repair those 
wounds they have received in the combat. It is Mr. 
Waller s opinion, that Juhus Caesar, had he not been 
roaster ot the Roman empire, would, in all proba- 
biiky, have made an excellent wrestler : 

Great Jalius on the mountains bred, 
A flock perhaps or herd bad led ; 
He that the world subdu'd had bieeu 
But the best wrestler on the green. 

That he subdued the world, was owing to the acci- 
dents of art and knowledge ; had be not met with 
those advantages, the same sparks of emulation would 
have kindled within him, and prompted him to distin- 
guish himself in some enterprise of a lower nature. 
Since therefore no man's lot is so unalterably fixed in 
this hfe, but that a thousand accidents may either for- 
ward or disappoint his advancement, it is, methinks^ 
a pleasant and inoffensive speculation, to consider a 
great man as divested of all the adventitious circum* 
stances of fortune, and to bring him down in one's 
imagination to that low station of lite, the nature of 
which bears some distant resemlilance to that high one 
he is at present possessed of. Thus one may view him 
exercising in miniature those taknts of nature, which 
being drawn out by education to their full length, 
enable him for the discharge of some important em- 
ployment. On the other hand, one may raise un« 
educated merit to such a pitch of greatness as may 
seem equal to the possible extent of his improved ca- 
pacity. 

Thus nature furnishes man with a general appe- 
tite of glory, education determines it to thb or that 
rirticular object. The desire of distmction is not, 
thinji, in any instance more observable than in the 
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variety of outsides and new appearances, which tlie 
modish part of the world are obliged to provide, in 
order to make themselves remarkable ; for any thing 
glaring and particular, either in behaviour or appa- 
rel, b known to have this good eftect that it catchea 
the eye, and will not suffer you to pass over the per- 
son so adorned without due notice and observation. 
It has likewise, upon this account, been frequently 
resented as a very great slight, to leave any gentle- 
man out of a lampoon or satire, who has as much right 
to be there as his neighbour, because it supposes the 
person not eminent enough to be taken notice of. 
To this passionate fondness for distinction are owing 
various frolicsome and irregular practices, as sal- 
lying out into nocturnal explcHts, breaking of win- 
dows, singing of catches, beating the watch, get^ 
ting drunk twice a day, killing a great number of 
horses; with many other enterprises of the like 
fiery nature : for certainly many a man is mora 
rakish and extravagant than he would willingly be» 
were there not others to look on and give their appro- 
bation. 

One very common, and at the same time the most 
absurd ambition that ever shewed itself in human 
nature, is that which comes upon a man with expe* 
nance and old age, the season when it might be 
expected he should be wisest; and tlierefore it can- 
not receive any of those lessening circumstances 
which do, in some measure, excuse the disorderly 
ferments of youthful blood : I mean the passion tor 
getting money, exclusive of the character of the 
provident father; the affectionate husband, or the 
generous friend. It may be remarked, for the comt 
fort of honest poverty, that tliis desire reigns most 
in those who have but few good qualities to recom- 
mend them. This is a weed that will grow io ^ 
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barren soil. Humanity, good-nature, and the ad« 
vantages of a liberal education, are incompatible 
with avarice. It is strange to see how suddenly this 
abject passion kills all the noble sentiments and 
generous ambitions that adorn human nature; it 
lenders the man who is over-run with it a peevish 
and cruel master, a severe parent, an unsociable 
husband, a distant and mistrustful friend. But it is 
more to the present purpose to consider it as an 
absurd passion of the heart, rather than as a vicious 
affection of the mind. As there are frequent in- 
stances to be met with, of a proud humility, so this 
passion, contrary to most others^ affects a^^lause, 
oy avoiding all show and appearance; for tins rea- 
son it will not sometimes endure even the common 
decencies of apparel. * A covetous man will call 
hhnself poor, that you may sooth his vanity by con* 
tradicting him.' Love and the desire of glory, as 
they are the most natural, so they are capable oi 
being refined into the most delicate and rational 
passions. It is true, the wise man who strikes out 
of the secret paths of a private life, for honour and 
dignity, allured by the splendour of a court, and 
the unfelt weight of public employment, whether he 
succeeds in his attempts or no, usually comes near 
enough to this painted greatness to discern the 
daubing ; he is then desirous of extricating himself 
out of the huny of life, that he may pass away 
the remainder of his days in tranquillity and retire- 
ment. 

It may be thought then but common prudence 
in a man not to change a better state for a worse, 
nor ever to quit that which he knows he shall take 
up again with pleasure ; and yet if human life be 
not a little moved with the gentle gales of hopes 
<iild fears, there may be some danger of its stag** 



N« 224. SPECTATOB. 141 

nating in an unmanly indolence and security. It is 
a known story of Domitian, that after he had pos* 
sesaed himself of the Roman empire, his desires 
turned upon catching fiies. Active and masculine 
spirits in the vigour of youth neither can nor ought 
to remain at rest. If they debar themselves from 
aiming at a noble object, their desires will move 
downwards, and they will feel themselves actuated 
by some low and abject passion. Thus^ if you cut 
off the top branches of a tree, and will not sufier it 
to grow any higher, it will not therefore cease to 
grow, but will quickly shoot out at the bottom. 
The man indeed who goes into the world only with 
the narrow views of self-interest, who catches at 
the applause of an idle multitude, as he can And no 
solid contentment at the end of his journey, so he 
deserves to meet with disappointments in his way : 
but he who is actuated by a noble principle ; whose 
mind is so far enlarged as to take in the prospect of 
his country's good ; who is enamoured with that 
praise which is one of the fair attendants of virtue, 
Sttd vahies not those acclamations which are not 
s^onded by the impartial testimony of his own 
mind ; who repines not at the low s^tion which- 
Providence has at present allotted him., but yet 
would willingly advance hiu)self by justitiable means 
to a more rising and advantageous ground ; such a ' 
man is warmed with a generous emulation ; it is a 
virtuous movement in him to wish and to endeavour 
that his power of doing good may be equal to his 
wUl. 

The man who is fitted out by nature, and sent 
into the world with great abilities, is capable of 
doing great good or mischief in it. It ought there- 
fore to be the care of education to infuse into the 
untainted youth early notices of justice and honour^ 
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that so the possible advantages of good parts may 
not take an evil turn, nor be perverted to base and 
unworthy purposes. It is the business of religion 
and philosophy not so much to extinguish our pas- 
sions, as to regulate and direct them to valuable 
Virell-chosen objects. When these have pointed out 
to us which course we may lawfully steer, it is no 
harm to set out all our sail ; if the storms and tem- 
pests of adversity should rise upon us, and not suffer 
us to make the haven where we would be, it will 
however prove no small consolation to us in these 
circumstances, that we have neither mistaken our 
course, nor fallen into calamities of our own pro- 
curing. 

Religion therefore (were we to consider it no 
fiu-ther than as it interposes in the afiairs of this 
life) is highly valuable, and worthy of great venera- 
tion ; as it settles the various pretensions, and other- 
wise interfering interests of mortal men, and thereby 
consults the harmony and order of the great conmNH 
nity ; as it gives a man room to play his part, and ex- 
ert his abilities ; as it animates to actions truly laud* 
able in themselves, in their effects beneficial to society; 
as it inspires Rational ambition, correct love, and ek> 
gaiit desire. 
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NuUuM numen abeat n ait prtuiaiKa.— — 

Juv. Sat. s. 36$, 

Prudence supplies the want of every god. 

VB often thought if the nunds of men were laid 
, we should see but little difference between that 
le wise man and that of the fool. There are in- 

reveries, numberless extravagancies, and a perr 
il train of vanities which pass through both, llie 
: difference is, that the first knows how to pick 
cull his thoughts for conversation, by suppressing 
I, and communicating others ; whereas the other 
hem all indiflerently fly out in words. This sort 
iscretion, however, has no place in private con- 
ition between intimate friends. On such occiv- 

the wisest men very often talk like the weakest ^ 
ndeed the talking with a friend is nothing else but 
;ing aloud. 

ally has therefore very justly exposed a precept 
ered by some ancient writers, that a man should 
nrith his enemy in such a manner, as mi^ht leave 
room to become his friend ; and with his friend 
ch a manner, that if he became his enemy, il 
Id not be in his power to hurt him. The first 

of thb rule, which regard3 our behaviour to^ 
Is an enemy, is indeed very reasonable, as weH as 
prudential ; but the latter part of it, which r#- 
8 our behaviour towards a friend, savours more 
imnmg than of discretion, and would cut a man 
rom &e gredtesi pleasures of Ufe, NnVikk ^^ \Sad& 
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freedoms of conversation with a bosom friend. Be> 
sides that, when a friend is turned into an enemy, and, 
as the son of Sirach calls him *y ' a bewraver of se^ 
crets/ the world is just enough to accuse the perfidi- 
ousness of the friend, rather than the indiscretion of 
the person who confided in him. 

Discretion does not only shew itself in words, but 
in all the circumstances of action, and is like an 
under-agent of Providence, to guide and direct m 
in the ordinary concerns of life. 

There are many more shining quaUties in the 
mind of man, but there is none so useful as discie- 
ticm ; it is this indeed wiiich gives a value to all the 
rest, which sets them at work in their proper times 
and places, and turns them to the advantage of the 
person who is possessed of them. Without it, learn- 
ing is pedantry, and wit impertinence ; virtue itself 
looks like weakness ; the best parts only qualify a hbo 
to be more sprightly in errors, and active to his own 
prejudice. 

Nor does discretion only make a man the master 
of his own parts, but of other men's. The discreet 
man finds out the talents of those he converses widi, 
and knows how to apply them to proper uses. Ac- 
cordingly, if we look into particular communities and 
divisions of men, we may observe that it is the dis- 
creet man, not the witty, nor the learned, nor the 
brave, who guides the conversation, and gives measures 
to the society. A man with great talents, but void of 
discretion, is like Polyphemus in the fable, strong and 
blind, endued with an irresistible force,, which for 
want of sight is of no use to him. 

Though a man has all other perfections, and wants 
discretioB, he will be of no great consequence in the 

• Eccles, vi 9. xzvii, ITJ 
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world ; bat if he has this single talent in perfection, 
and but a common share of others, he may do what 
he pleases in his particular station of hfe. 

At the same time that I think discretion the most 
useful talent a man can be master of, I look upon 
cunning to be the accomplishment of little, mean, 
ungenerous minds. Discretion points out the noblest 
ends to us, and pursues the most proper and lauda- 
ble methods of attaining them. Cunning has only 
private selfish aims, and sticks at nothing whicli may 
make them succeed. Discretion has large and ex- 
tended views, and like a well-formed eye, commands 
a whole horizon. Cunning is a kind of short-sight- 
edness, that discovers the minutest objects which 
are near at hand, but is not able to discern thinss 
at a distance. Discretion, the more it b discovered^ 
gives a greater authority to the person who possesses 
It. Cunning, when it is once detected, loses its 
force, and makes a man incapable of bringmg abont 
even those events which he might have done, had he 
passed only for a plain man. Discretioi^ is the perfec- 
tion of reason, and a guide to us in all the duties of 
life : cunuing is a kind of instinct, that only looks out 
after our immediate interest and wel&re. Discretion 
is only foimd in men of strong sense and good under- 
standmgs : cunning is often to be met with in brutes 
themselves, and in persons who are but the fewest re^ 
moves from them. In short, cunning b only the mi* 
niic of discretion, and may pass upon weak men, in 
the same manner as vivacity is often mistaken for wit, 
and gravity for wisdom. 

The cast of mind which is natural to a discreet 
man, makes him look fonvardcinto futurity, and con- 
sider what will be his condition millions of ages 
hence, as well as what it is at present. He knows 
that the misery or happiness which are reserved for 
bim in anotlier world, lose nothing of ibeic teAAkV.^ V»^ 

VOL. IX. o 
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being placed at so great a distance from him 
objects do not a|)pear little to him because ti 
remote. He considers that those pleasures an 
which lie hid in eternity, approach nearer to hir 
moment, and will be present with him in th 
weight and measure, as much as those pai 
pleasures which he feels at this very instant. 1 
reason he is carefnl to secure to himself that 
is the proper happiness of his nature, and tt 
mate design of his being. He carries his thou 
the end of every action, and considers the mc 
tant as well as the most immediate effects of ii 
supersedes every little prospect of gain and ad^ 
which offers itself here, if he does not find it 
tent with his views of an hereaffer. Tn a wo 
hopes are fiiU of unmortality, his schemes an 
and glorious, and his conduct suitable to on 
knows his true interest, and how to pursue it I 
per methods. 

I have in this essay upon discretion, consid> 
both as an accomplishment and as a virtue, an 
therefore described it in its full extent ; not c 
it is conversant about worldly affairs, but as it l 
eiur whole existence ; not only as it is the guic 
mortal creature, but as it is in general the dire 
a reasonable being. It is in this light that db 
IS represented by the wise man, who sometime 
tions it under the name of discretion, and son 
under that of wisdom. It is indeed (as descr 
the latter part of this paper) the greatest wisdc 
at the same time m the power of every one to 
Its advantages are infinite, but its acquisition 
or to speak of her in-^he words of the apoc 
writer whom I quoted in my last Saturday's p 
^ Wisdom is glorious, and never fadeth away, 

* Wjtdom of ^lomon, chap. vi. ver. 12^16. 
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h eajiily seen of them that love her, and found of 
such as seek her. She preveuteth them that desire 
lier, m makuig herself first kDowu uoto them. He 
that seeketh her early, shall have no great travel : for 
he shall find her sitting at his doors. To tliink there- 
fore upon her is tlie perfection of wisdom, and whoso 
watdieth for her shall quickly be without care. For 
she goeth al>out seeking such as are worthy of her, 
sheweth herself favourably unto them in the ways, 
and meetetli tliem in every thought.' 



N^'ase. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1711. 



■ Mutum est jnctura poema, 
A picture is a poem without words. 

*I HAVE very often lamented and hmted my sorrow 
in several s)>eculations, that the art of painting is 
made so little use of to the improvement of our man- 
ners. When we consider that it places the action 
of the person represented in the most agreeable 
aspect imaginable, that it does not only express the 
passion or concern as it sits upon him who is drawn, 
out has under those features tlie height of the paint- 
er's imagination, what strong images of virtue aad 

* This speculation was written with the generous design of 
promoting a subscription just then set on foot for havii^; the 
cartoons of Raphael copied and engraved by Signior Nicola 
Dorigny, whe had been invited over from Rome by several 
of the nobility, and to whom th« Queen had giv^ her licence 
fi)r that pmpote* 
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humanity might \Fe not expect would be 
into the mind from the labours of the pencil 
is a poetry which would be understood wit 
less capacity, and less expence of time, ths 
is taught by writings ; but the use of it : 
rally perverted, and that admirable skill 
tuted to the basest and most unworthy ends 
is the better man for beholding the most h 
Veuus, the best wrought Bacchanal, the im 
sleeping Cupids, languishing nymphs^ or any 
representations of gods, goddesses, demi-g< 
tyrs, Polyphemes, sphvnxes, or iauns ? Bu 
wtues and vices, which are sometimes pretei 
be represented under such draughts, were g 
by the painter in the characters of real life, ] 
persons of men and women whose actions ha 
dered them laudable or infamous ; we should 
a good history-piece without receiving an ins 
lecture. There needs no other proof of thi 
than the testimony of every reasonable create 
has seen the cartoons in her majesty's ga 
Hampton-court. These are representations 
less actions than those of our blessed Savic 
his apostles. As I now sit and recollect th( 
images which the admirable Raphael has raise 
impossible evep from the faint traces in one's i 
of what one has not seen these two years, to 
moved at the horror and reverence which ap 
the whole assembly when the mercenary o 
down dead ; at the amazement of the ma 
bfhd, when he iirst receives sight ; or at the 
less indignation of the sorcerer, when he is 
blind. The lame when they first find stre 
then* feet, stand doubtful of their new vigoui 
heavenly apostles appear acting these grea( 
with a deep sense of the infirmities which 1 
Upve, but no value of lh«ix)s«,V\e.^ yilvo admin 
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their weakness. They kuow themselves to be but 
instrumeots ; and the generous distress they are 
.painted in when divine honours are offered to tliein, 
u a representation in the most exquisite degree of 
the beauty of holiness. When St. Paul is preaching 
to the Athenians, witli what wonderful art are almost 
all the diiiercnt tempers of niankiiul represented in 
that elegant audience ? You sec one credulous of all 
tiiat is said ; another wrapt up in deep suspense ; 
another saying, there is some reason in what he 
says ; another angry that the apostle destroys a fa- 
vourite opinion which he is unwilling to give up; 
another wholly convinced, and holding out his hands 
in rapture; while the generality attend, and wait 
for the opinion of those who are of leading charac- 
ters in th^ assembly. I will not pretend so much as 
to mention that chart on which is drawn the appear- 
ance of our blessed Lord after his resurrection. Pre- 
sent authority, late sufferings, humility and majesty, 
despotic command, and divine love, are at once 
seated in his celestial aspect. The figures of the 
eleven apostles are all in the same passion of admi- 
ration, but discover it differently according to their 
characters. Peter receives his master's orders on his 
knees with an admiration mixed with a more par- 
ticular attention : the two next with a more open 
ecstasy, though still constrained by an awe of the 
divme presence. Tlie beloved disciple, whom I 
take to be the right of the two first figures, has in 
Ua countenance wonder drowned in love ; and the 
last personage, whose back is towards the spectators, 
and his side towards the presence, one would fancy 
to be St. Thomas, as abashed by the conscience of 
his former diffidence ; which perplexed concern it 
is> possible Raphael thought too hard a task to draw, 
but by this acknowledgment of the difficulty to dd- 
«cribeit 

o2 
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The whole work h an exercise of the highest piety 
in the painter; and all the touches of a religions 
mind are expressed in a manner much more forcible 
than can possibly be performed by the most moving 
eloquence. These invaluable pieces are very justly 
in the hands of the greatest and most pious sovcre^ 
in the world ; and cannot be the frequent object of 
every one at their own leisure : but as an engraver is 
to the painter what a printer is to the author, it is 
worthy her majesty's n^me that she has encouraged 
that noble artist Monsieiir Dorigny» to publish these 
Works of Raphael. We have of this gentleman a 
piece of the Transfiguration, which, I think, is held a 
work second to none in the world, 

Methinks it would be ridiculous in our people 
of condition, after their larse boimties to fbreigoers 
of no name or merit, should they overlook this occa- 
sion of having for a trifling subscription, a work 
which it i9 impossible for a man of sense to behold, 
without being warmed with the noblest sentiments 
that can be inspired by love, admiration, coropas< 
mon, contempt of this world^ aqd expectation of a 
better. 

It is certainly the greatest honour we can do our 
country, to distiiiguish strangers of merit who apply 
to us with modiesty and diffidence, which generally 
accompanies merit. No opportunity of uiis kind 
ought to be neglected ; and a modest behavk>ur 
should alarm us to examine whetlier we do not lose 
something excellent under that disadvantage in the 
possessor of that quality. My skill in paintings, 
where one is not directed by the passion of the pic^ 
tures, is so inconsiderable, that 1 am in very great 
perplexity when I offisr to speak of any performances 
of painters of landscapes, buildings, oir single ^ 
gures. This makes fiie at a loss how to mention the 
^iec^ wbicb Mr. Bool exposes to sale by auction <m 
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^eduesday next in Chandois Street : but having heard 
tun commended by those who have bought of him 
eretofore for great integrity in his dealing, and over- 
card him himself (thougn a laudable painter) say, 
lothing of his own was Hi to come nito the room with 
hoee he had to sell, I feared I should lose an occa- 
bn of serving a man of worth, in omitting to speak 
•f hb auction. 

T. 



KS 
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Toy fiedvaif aTToJu; tU xOuala Tn>a aX<p/Juti 
'il7r«p Twff ^Cm; atiomiu^ilat *OX9riff ypiwfur 
Knxa fxh Vo&avtu, rb yt fuiv rtbt eUu titvxIm, 

TUEOCR. Idyl. Ui. 9 

Wretch that I am ! ah, whither shall I go ? 
Will you not hear me, nor regard my woe f 
I'U strip, and throw me from you rock so high, 
Where Olpis sits to watch the scaly fry. 
Should I be drown*d, or 'scape with lite away, 
If cqr'd of love, you, tyr^t, would be gay, 

P. 

N my last Thursday's paper, I made mention of a 
>lace called The Lover's L^p, which I find has 
^^sed a great curiosity among several of my corre-* 
pendents. I there told tliem that tliis leap was 
ised to be taken from a promontory of Leucas. 
rhis Leucas was formerly a part of Acamania, being 
oined to it by a narrow neck of land, which the 
ea has by length of time overflowed and washed 
iway ; so that at pment Leucas is divided from th^ 
mtioeoti and is a little isbad in the Ionian iea« 
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The promontory of this island, from whience the 
lti\*er took his leap, was formerly called Leucate. 
If the reader has a mind to know botli the island 
and the promontory by their modem titles, he will 
jfind in his map the ancient island of Leiicas under 
the name of St. Mauro, and the ancient promoo- 
tory of Leucate under the name of The Cape of 
St. Mauro. 

JSince I am engaged thus far in antiquity, I must 
observe that Theocritus in the motto prefixed to my 
paper, describes one of his despairing shepherds 
addressmg himself to his mistress after the followiug 
manner : ' Alas ! What will becoqae of me ! wretch 
tha( I am ! Will you not hear me ? I'll tlirow off my 
clothes, and take a leap into that part of the sea 
which is so much frequented by Olpis the fisher^ 
man. And though I should escape with my life, I 
know you will be pleased with it.' I shall leave it 
with the critics to determine whether the place, 
which tliis shepherd so particularly points out, was 
not die above-mentioned Leucate, or at least some 
other lover's leap, which was supposed to have had 
the same eftect. I cannot believe, as all the mter- 
preters do, that the sheplierd means nothing farther 
here than that he would drown himself, since he re- 
presents the issue of his leap as doubtful, by adding, 
that if he should escape with life, he knows his 
mistress would be pleased with it : which is accord- 
ing to our interpretation, that she would rejoice any 
way to get rid of a lover who was so troublesome to 
her. 

After tilts short preface, I shall present my reader 
with some letters which I have received upon this 
subject. The first is sent me by a physician. 
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dR. SPECTATOR, 

' The lover's leap, which you mention in 

223d paper, was generally, I believe, a very 

tnal cure for love, and not only for love, but 

11 other evils. In short, sir, I am afraid it was 

a leap as that which Hero took to get rid of 

passion for Leander. A man is in no danger 

reaking bis heart, who breaks bis neck to prevent 

I know very well the wonders which ancient 

ors relate concerning this leap; and in parti* 

-, that very many persons who tried it, escaped 

only with their hves but their limbs. If by this 

IS they got rid of their love, though it may in 

be ascribed to the reasons you give for it ; why 

not we suppose that the cold bath, into whicn 

plunged themselves, had also some share in 

- cure ? A leap into the sea, or into any creek of 

waters, very of\en gives a new motion to the 

ts, and a new turn to the blood ; tor which rea- 

we prescribe it m distempers which no other 

icine will reach. I could produce a quotation 

of a very venerable author, in which the frenzy 

need by love is compared to that which is pro- 

d by the biting of a mad dog. But as this com- 

on is a little too coarse for your paper, and 

it look as if it were cited to ridicule the author 

has made use of it ; I shall only hint at it, and 

e you to consider whether, if the frenzy pro- 

d by these two different causes be of the same 

re, it may not very properly be cured by the 

means. 

I am, SIR, 
Your most humble servant, 

and well-wisher, 

#1SCULAPIUS/ 
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* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* I AM a young woman crossed in love. My 
story is very long ai|d melancholy. To give yov 
the heads of it A young gentleman, after havim 
made his applications to me for tiiree years togetheri 
and filled my head with a thousand dreams of happi- 
ness, some few days since married another. Pray 
tdl me in what part of the world your promontoiy 
lies, which you call The Lover's Leap, and whether 
one may go to it hy laud ? But, alas ! I am afraid it 
has lost its virtue, and that a woman of our times 
would find no more relief iu taking such a leap, than 
in singing an hymn to Venus. So that I must cry 
out with Dido in Dryden's Virgil : 

All ! cruel heav'o, tliat made no cure for love ! 

Your disconsolate servant, 

ATHENAIS.' 

* MISTER SPICTATUR, 

' My heart is so full of lofes and passions for 
Mrs. Gwiuifrid, and she is so pettish and overrun 
with cholers against me, that if I had the good hap- 
piness to have my dwelling (which is placed by my 
creat-cranfather upon the pottom of an hill) no far- 
ther distance but twenty mile from the Lofer's Leap, 
I would indeed iiideafour to preaH my neck upon 
it on purpose. Now, good Mister Spectatur of 
Crete Pritain, you must know it there is m Caernar- 
vonshire a very pig mountain, the clory of all Wales, 
which is named Penmainmaure, and you must also 
know, it is no great journey on foot from me ; but 
the road is stony and bad u)r shooes. Now, tliere 
is upon the forehead of this mountain a very high 
rock, (like a parish steeple) that cometh a huge dei^ 
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over the sea ; so wlien I am in my melancholies, and 
t do throw myself from it, I do desire my fery good 
iiiend to tell me in hb Spictatiir, if I shall be cure of 
my griefous lofes ; for there is the sea clear as glass, 
and as creen as the leek. Then likewise if I be 
drown and preak my neck, if Mrs. Gwinifrid will 
not lofe me afterwards. Pray be speedy in your 
answers, for I am in crete haste, and it is my tesires 
to do my pusiness without loss of time. I remain 
with cordial affections, your ever loting friend, 

DAVYTH AP SHENKYN. 

' P. S. My law-suits have brought me to London, 
but I have lost my causes; and so have made my 
resolutions to go down and leap before the frosts be- 
gin; for I am apt to take colds/ 

Ridicule, perhaps, is a better expedient against 
love, than sober advice, and I am of opinion, that 
Hudibras and Don Quixote may be as effectual to 
cure the extravagancies of tliis passion, as any of the 
old philosophers. I shall therefore publish very 
speedily the translation of a little Greek manuscript, 
which is sent me by a learned friend. It appears to 
have been a piece of those records which were kept 
in the temple of .^[>ollo, that stood upon the pro- 
montory of Leucate. Tlie reader will find it to be 
:a summary account of several persons who tried the 
lover's leap, and of the success they found in it. 
As there seem to be in it some anachronisms, and 
ddriations from the ancient orthography, i am not 
wholly satisfied myself that it is authentic, and not 
ratlier the production of one of those Grecian so- 
phbters, wlio have imposed upon the world several 
:spnrious works of tiiis nature. I speak tlits by way 
4>f precaution, because I know there are several 
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writers, of uncommon erudition, who would : 
to expose my ignorance, if they caught me t 
in a matter of so great moment. 



^m 
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Percunct(UoremftigitOf nam garrulus idem est. 

HOR. 1 Ep. ] 

Th' inquisitive will blab ; from such refrain : 
Their leaky ears no secret can retain. 

SHARD. 

'There is a creature who has all the or| 
speech, a tolerable good capacity for coi 
what is said to it, together with a pretty pro| 
haviour in all the occurrences of common lil 
naturally very vacant of thought in itself, am 
fore forced to apply itself to foreign assistanc 
thb make is that man who is very inquisitive 
may often observe, that tliough he speaks a 
sense as any man iipon any thing with whi< 
well acquainted, he cannot trust to the rangi 
,own fancy to entertain himself upon that foui 
but goes on still to new inquiries. Thus, 
you know he is fit for the most polite convc 
you shall see him very well contented to a 
jockey, giving an account of the many rev* 
in liis horse's health, what potion he made b 
how that agreed with him, how afterwards 
to his stomach and his exercise, or any the 1 
pertinence; and be as well pleased as if yoi 
to him on the most important truths. This 
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18 far from making a man unhappy, though it may 
subject him to raillery ; for lie generally falls in with 
a person who seems to be bom for him, which is 
your talkative fellow. It is so ordered, that there 
IS a secret bent, as natural as the meeting of different 
sexes, in tliese two characters, to supply each other s 
wants. I had the honour the otlier day to sit in a 
pubUc room, and saw an inquisitive man look with 
an air of satisfaction upon the approach of one of 
these talkers. The man of ready utterance sat down 
by him, and rubbing his head, leaning on his arm, 
and makmg an uneasy countenance, he began ; 
' There is no manner of news to-day. I cannot tell 
what is the matter with me, but I slept very ill last 
night; whether I caught cold or no, I know not, 
but I fancy I do not wear shoes tliick enough for the 
weather, and I have coughed all this week. It must 
be so, for the custom of washing my head winter 
and summer with cold water, prevents any injury 
from the season entering that way ; so it must come 
m at my feet ; but I take no notice of it : as it comes 
so it goes. Most of our evils proceed from too 
much tenderness; and our &ces are naturally as 
little able to resist the cold as other parts. The In- 
dian answered very well to an European, who asked 
him how he could go naked ; ' I am all face.' 

I observed this discourse was as welcome to my 
general inquirer as any other of more consequence 
could have been ; but somebody tailing our talker 
to another part of the room, the inquirer told the 
next man who sat by him, that Mr. Such-a-one, who 
was just gone from him, used to wash his head in 
cold water every morning ; and so repeated almost 
verbatim all that had been said to him. The truth 
is, the inquisitive are the funnels of conversation; 
they do not t^ke in any thing for their own use, but 
.jmerely -to pass it to another. The) ax« \hi& cV»mDft.\3^ 
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through whidi all the good and evil that is i 
in town are conveyed. Such as are ofiead 
them, or think they suflfer by their behaviour 
themselves mend that inconvenience; for tlM 
not a malicious people, and if vou will supply 
you may contradict any thing they have said 
by their own mouths. A farther account of a 
is one of the gratefnliest goods that can arr 
them; and it is seldom that they are more part 
than to say, ' The town will have it, or I li 
from a good hand ;' so that there is room i 
town to know the matter more particularly, m 
a better hand to contradict what was said by a 
one. 

I have not known this humour more ridii 
than in a father, who has been earnestly soli 
to have an account how his son has passed h 
sure hours ; if it be in a way thoroughly ii 
ficant, there cannot lie a greater joy than an in 
discovers in seeing him follow so hopefully hi 
steps. But this humour among men is most pl< 
when they are saying something which is not \ 
proper for a third person to bear, and yet is in 
indifferent. The other day there came in a 
dressed young fellow, and two gentlemen d 
species immediately fell a whispering his ped 
I could overhear, by breaks, * She was his i 
then an answer, ' Ay, she was of the uk 
side ;' then again in a little lower voice, * I: 
ther wore generally a darker wig;' answer, * 
much, but this gentleman wears higlier heels i 
shoes/ 

As the inquisitive, in my opinion, are such n 
from a vacancy in their own imaginations, th 
nothing, methmks, so dangerous as to commu 
secrets to them ; for the same temper of ii 
makea them as iiiipett\nftiit\^ ocycKuoKWikaAive: 
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■o man, though he converses with them, need put 
hnnself m their power, for they \^ill be contented 
with matters of less moment as well. When there 
m fud enough, no matter what it is. ■ ' T hus the 
ends of sentences in the news-papers, as, ' This 
wants confirmation,' — * This occasions many specu- 
lations,' and *' Time will discover the eveiit,^ are 
read by them, and considered not as mere expie- 
thws. 

One may see now and then tliis humour accoai* 
pmied with an insatiable desire of knowing what 
passes, without turning it to any use in the world 
bat merely their own entertainment. A mind 
wluch is gratified this way is adapted to humour aud 
pleasantrv, and formed for an unconcerned character 
in the world ; and, hke myseltj to be a mere Spec- 
tator. This curiosity, without malice or self-interest, 
kys up in the imagination a magazine of circum- 
stances which cannot but entertain when they are 
produced in conversation. If one were to know, 
from the man of the first quahty to the meanest ser- 
?ant, the different intrigues, sentiments, pleasures, 
md interests of mankind, would it not be the most 
pleasing entertammeut imaginable to enjoy so con- 
atiiit a farce, as the observing mankind much more 
difl^rent from themselves in their secret thoughts 
aud public actions, than in theur uight-caps and long 
periwigs ? 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Plutarch teHs iu, that Caius Gracchus, 
the Roman, was frequently hurried by his passions 
into so loud and tumultuous a way of speaking, and 
so strained his voice as not to be able to proceeds 
To remedy this excess, he had an ingenious servant, 
by.* name Liciuius, always attending him with a 
j>itch-pipe^ or instrument to regulate \U^ nq\^^\ 
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who, whenever he heard his roaster begin 
high, immediately touched a soft note, at wfak 
said, Caius would presently abate and grow cal 

' Upon recollecting this story, I iiave freq 
wondered that this useful instrument should 
been so long discontinued ; especially since w* 
that this good office of Licinius has preserve 
memory for many hundred years, which, met 
should have encouraged some one to have r 
it, if not for the public good, yet for his own < 
It may be objected, that our loud talkers are st 
of their own noise, that they would not take J 
to be checked by their servants. But grautio 
to be true, surely any of their hearers have s 
good title to play a soft note in their own dc 
To be short, no Liciuius appearing, and the 
increasing, I was resolved to give this late lot 
cation to the good of my country; and I ha 
length, by the assistance of an ingenious artist, 
works for the Royal Society) almost complete 
design, and shall be ready in a short time to 1 
the pubHc with what number of these instn 
they please, either to lodge at coffee-houses, oi 
for their own private use. In the mean time '. 
pay that respect to several ^tlemen, who I 
will be in danger of offenchng against this i 
ment, to give them notke of it by private lett^ 
which I skdl only write, *' get a Licinius/' 

' I should now trouble you no louger, but 
must not conclude without desiring you to ; 
one of these pipes, which shall be left for yo' 
Buckley; and which I hope will be servicea 
you, since as you are silent yourself, you are 
ppen to the insults of the noby. 

I am, SIB, &c. 

w 
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* I had almost foxgpt to infona you, that aa an 
improvement in this mstrument, there will he a par- 
tioilar note, which I call a hush-note; and this is to 
be made use erf aoainst a long story, swearing, oh- 
soQDeness, and thelike.' T. 
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mikmeoMim', 



Vmuntque cenumssi ealons 
MolMtfiiibitM fwXim. 

HOR. 4 Od. ix. 10. 

Nor Sappho*8 amoroos flames decay. 

Her living songs preserve their charmini; art, 

Her vene ttiU breathes the passions of her heart. 

FRANCIS. 

Among the many famous pieces of antiquity which 
are still to be seen at Rome, there is the trunk of a 
statue which has lost the anus, legs, and head ; but 
discovers such an exquisite workmanship in what 
remains of it, that Michael Angelo declared he had 
learned his whole art from it. Indeed he studied it 
so attentively, that lie made most of his statues, and 
even his pictiures in that gusto, to make use of the 
Italian phrase ; for which reason this maimed statue 
18 sUll odled Michael Angelo's school. 

A fragment of Sappho, which I design for the sub- 
ject of Uiis paper, is in as great reputation among the 
poets and critics, as the mutilated figure abovemen- 
tioned is among the statuaries and painters. Se^ 
veral of our countrymen, add Mr. Dryden m pKarti- 
cular, seem verv often to have copied after it iii 

P2 
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their dramatk; writings, and in their poems i 
love. 

Whatever might have been the occasion of 
pde, the English reader will enter into the bea 
of it, if }ie supposes it to have been written in 
person of a lover sitting b^ his mistress. I sha 
to view tiiree different copies of this beautifiil 
ginal ; the first is a translation by Catullus, tb 
cond by Monsieur Boileau, and the last by a 
tleman whose translation of the Hymn to Veau 
been so deservedly admired *. 

. AD LESBIAM. 

llle nA par esse deo videtnr, 
lUe, n fax est, superare divasy 
Qui sedens adversus identidem te 
Spectat, et audit, 

Dulce rideniem ; miseco quod omnia 
Eripit sensus mihi : nam simul te, 
JLiesbia, adspexi, nihil est super mi 
Quod loqoar amens. 

Lingua sed torpet : tenues sub artu» 
Flamma dimaiutt : sonitu suopte 
Tinniunt awes : gemina tegwntur 
Lumina node* 

My learned reader will know very well the 
fion why one of these verses is printed in R< 
letters f ; and if he compares thus translation 
the original, will find that the three first stanzas 
rendered almost word for word^ and not only 

* Ambrose Philips. 

t It is wantine in the old copies, and has been snppli 
conjecture as above. Bnt in a carious edition of Ca 
published at Venice in 1738, said to be printed from i 

cient MS. newly discovered^ this line is given thus : 

fo^uendmn»* 
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be same elegance, but' witb the same short turn of 
sxpression which is so remarkable in the Greek, 
ind so peculiar to the Sapphic ode. I cannot ima- 
;ine for what reason Madam Dacier has told us., 
hat this ode of Sappho is preserved entire in Lon- 
pnus, since it is manifest to any one who looks into 
hat author's quotation of it, that there must at least 
lave been another stanza, which is not transmitted 

us. 

The second translation of this fragment which I 
hall here cite, is that of Monsieur Boileau. 

Heureux! qui pr^s de toi^ pour toi aeule sottplre: 
Quijouit du piamr de Veniendre parler: 
Qui te voU fuelquefois doucetnmt lui saHrire, 
Le§ dieuxy dans ton bonheur, peuc^-Us Vigokr} 

Je sens de veine en veine une suhHleflamme 
Courir par tout mem corps, n-tBt queje te wns : 
Et dans ks doux transports^ ou s'egare mon amtp 
Je ne Sfourois trouver de langue, ni de volx. 

Un nuage cottfks se r^pand sur ma vue, 
Je n*entens plus^ je tombe sh de douces langueun ; 
EtpStle, sanshaieine, inlerdite, esperdue, 
UnJHsson me saisit, je tremble, je me meurs. 

The reader will see that this is rather an imitation 
ban a translation. The circumstances do not lie so 
hick together, and follow one another with that 
ehemence and emotion as in the original. In short, 
ionsieur Boileau has given us all the poetry, but 
ot all the passion of this famous fragment. 1 shall, 

1 the last' place, present my reader with the Englisb 
ranslation. 

Blest as th' immortal gods is he, 
The youth who fondly sits by thee, 
- And hears and sees thee all the whilt 
SofUy speak and sweetly smile. 

Twas this depriv'd my sonl of rest, 
And rois'd such tamultt in my breast i 
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For while I f^*dy in tnuuport tost. 
My breath was gone, my voice was lost: 

My bosom glow'd; the subtle flame 
Ran quick Sirough all my vital firame; 
O'er my dim eyes a darkness hung ; 
My ears with hollow murmms rung. 

In dewy damps my limbs were chilPd; 
My blood with gentle horrors thrilled; 
Mv feeble pulse forgot to play ; 
I minted, sunk, and dy'd away. 

Instead of giving any character of this last trans* 
lation, I shall desire my learned reader to look into 
the criticisms which Longinus has qiade upon the 
original. By that means he will know to which of 
the translations he ought to give the preference. I 
shall only add, that thb translation is written in the 
very spirit of Sappho, and as near the. Greek as the 
genius of our language will possibly sufier. 

Longinus has observed, that this description of 
love in Sappho is an exact copy of nature, and that 
all the circumstances, which follow one another in 
such an hurry of sentiments, notwithstanding thej 
appear repugnant to each other, are really such as 
luippen in the phrenzies of love. 

I wonder, that not one of the critics or editorSi 
through whose hands this ode has passed,, has taken 
occasion from it to mention a circumstance related 
by Plutarch. That author, in the famous story of 
^tiochus, who fell in love with Stratonice, his mo- 
ther-in-law, and (not daring to discover his passion) 
pretended to be confined to his bed by sickness, telU 
us, that Erasistratus, the physician, found out the 
nature of his distemper by those symptoms of love 
which he had learnt from Sappho's writings. Stra* 
tonice was in the room of the love-sick prince, when 
these symptoms discovered themselves to his physi* 
cian; and it is probable^ that they were not very 
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diiferent from diose which Sappho here describes in 
a lover sitting by his mistress. Tlie story of Anti- 
ochus is so well kno¥»n, that I need not add the 
sequel of it which has no relation to my present sub* 
ject. C. 
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Homines ad deo$ nuU& re prepius aceedunt, qui>m salutem 
homimbua dando. 

Men resemble the gods in nothing so much, as in doing 
good to their fellow-creatures. 

Human nature appears a very deformed, or a very 
beautiful object, according to tlie different lights in 
which it is viewed. When we see men of inflamed 
passions, or of wicked designs, tearing one another 
to pieces by open violence, or undermining each 
other by secret treachery'; when we observe base 
and narrow ends pursued by ignominious and dis- 
honest means; when we behold men mixed in so- 
ciety as if it were for the destruction of it; we are 
even ashamed of our species, and out of humour 
with our own being. But in another light, when 
we behold them mild, good, and benevolent, full of 
a generous regard for the public prosperity, compas- 
sionating each other's distresses, and relieving each 
other's wants, we can hardly believe they are crea- 
tures of the same kind. In this view they appear 
gods to each other, in the exercise of the noblest 
^wer, tliat of doing good ; and the greatest cowpli-> 
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ment we have ever been able to make to our oim 
being, has been by calling this dis^x>sitk)n of mind 
humani^. We cannot but obeerve a pleasure am> i 
ing in our own breast upon the seeing or hearing of I 
a generous action, even when we are wboliv disin- 
terested in it. I cannot give a more proper mstance 
of this, than by a letter firom Pliny, in which he ra- 
commends a friend in the most handsome manner, 
and methinks it would be a great pleasure to know 
the success of this epistle, though each party eon- 
cemed in it has been so many hundred years in Ui 
grave. 

< TO MAXIMUS. 

* What I should gladly do for any friend of 
yours, I think I may now with confidence re<|aeit 
for a friend of mine. Arrianus Maturius is the most 
considerable man of his country : when 1 call bim 
so, I do not speak with relation to his fortune, though 
that is very plentifiil, but to his integrity, justice, gra- 
vity, and prudence; his advice b use^ to me ii 
business, and his judgment in matters of learning. 
His fidelity, truth, and good understanding, are 
veiy great ; besides this, he loves me as you do, tfaM 
which I cannot say any thing that signihes a warmer 
affection. He has nothing that's aspiring; and| 
though he might rise to the highest order of nobiUtj, 
he keeps himself in an inferior rank : yet I think 
myself boimd to use my endeavours to serve and 
promote him; and would therefore iind tlie means of 
adding something to his honours while he neither 
expects nor knows it, nay, tliough he should refiue 
it. Something in short, I would have for him that 
may be honourable, but not troublesome ; and I in- 
treat that you will procure him the first thing of this 
kind that offers, by which you will not only oblige 
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me, butliiiii also; for though he does not covet it, I 
know he will be as mtefiil m acknowledging your 
finrour as if he had awed it/ 

* MR. SPECTATOR^ 

' The reflections in some of your papers on 
the servile nanner of education now in use, have 
given birth to an ambition, which, unless you dis- 
countenance it, will, I doubt, engage me in a very 
difiiciik, though not ungratelul adventure. I am 
about to undertake, for the sake of the British youth, 
to instruct them in such a manner, tliat the most 
dangerous page in Virgil or Homer may be read by 
tbm with much pleasure, and with perfect safety to 
their persons. 

' Could I prevail so far as to be honoured with 
the protection of some few of them, (for I am not 
hero enough to rescue many) my design is to re- 
tire with them to an agreeable solitude, though 
within tlie neighbourhood of a city, for the conve- 
nience of their being instructed in music, dancing, 
drawing, designing, or any other such accomplisb- 
OMiits, which it is conceived may make as proper 
diversions for them, and almost as pleasant, as the 
little sordid games which dirty school-boys are so 
much delighted with. It may easily be imagined, 
how such a pretty society, conversing with none 
beneath themselves, and sometimes admitted, as per- 
haps not unentertaining parties, amongst better com- 
pany, commended and caressed for their little per- 
ibnnances, and turned by such conversations to a 
certain gallantry of soul, might be brought early ac- 
quainted with some of tlie most polite English writ- 
ers. This having given them some tolerable taste 
of books, they would make themselves masters of 
the Latin tongue by methods far easier than those in 
Uify, with 9$ kttit diflb^ulty oiTe\vA\»M:fi.^^^xisifli^ 
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ladies learn to speak French, or to sing Italian ope- 
ras. When they had advanced thus far, it would 
be time to form their taste something more exactly. 
One that had any true relbh of fine writing, might 
with great pleasure both to himself and them, run 
over together with them the best Roman historians, 
poets, and orators, and point out their more remaii^- 
able beauties; give them a short sclieme of chnHio- 
logy, a little view of geography, medals, astronomy, or 
what else might best feed the busy mquisitive humoor 
so natural to that age. Such of them as had the least 
spark of genius, when it was once awakened by the 
snining thoughts and great sentiments of those ad- 
mired writers, could not, I believe, be easily with- 
held from attempting that more difficult sister lan- 
guage, whose exalted beauties they would liave 
heard so often celebrated as the pride and wonder 
of the whole- learned world. In the mean while, 
it would be requisite to exercbe their style in writ- 
ing any little pieces that ask more of fancy than of 
judgment: and that frequently in their native lan- 
guage, which every one methinks should be most 
concerned to cultivate, especially letters, in which 
a gentleman must have so frequent occask>ns to dis- 
tinguish himself. A set of genteel good-natured 
youths fallen into such a manner of life, would fonn 
almost a little academy, and doubtless prove no such 
contemptible companions, as might not of^en tempt 
a wiser man to mingle himself in theur diversions, 
and draw them into such serious sports as m^t 
prove nothing less instructing than the gravest les- 
sons. I doubt not but it might be made some of 
their favourite plays, to contend which of them 
should recite a beautiful part of a poem or oration 
most gracefully, or sometimes to join in acting a 
scene of Tereuce, Sophocles, or our own Shak- 
ipeare. The cause oi MJXo ii\\^ %sQguax\i^'^<«ii^ 
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before more ^vourable judges, Caesar a second time 
be taught to tremble, and another race of Athenians 
be afresh enraged at the ambition of another Philip. 
Amidst these noble amusements, we could hope to 
see the early dawnings of their imagination daily 
brishten into sense, their innocence improve into virtue, 
and their unexperienced good-nature directed to a 
generous love of their country. 
T. * I am, &c. 
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Opudor! Opietas! 



MART. viu. 78. 

O modesty ! O piety ! 

Looking over the letters which I have lately re^ 
oeived firom my correspondents, I met with the follow- 
ing one, which is written with such a spirit of polite- 
ness, that I could not but be very much pleased with 
it myself, and question not but it will be as acceptable 
to the reader. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* You, who are no stranger to public assem- 
blies, cannot but have observed the awe they often 
/strike on such as are obliged to exert any talent be- 
fore them. This is a sort of elegant distress, to 
which ingenuous minds are the most liable, and may 
therefore deserve some remarks in your paper. Many 
a brave fellow, who has put his enemy to flight in 
the field, l^as been in the utmost ^tisoidex >\^\w\BaSk- 

roL, IX. ' Q ■ 

11 
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ing a speech before a body of his friends 2i. 
One would think there was some kind of iasc 
in the eyes of a large circle of people, when < 
all together upon one person. I have seen 
actor in a tragedy so bound up by it as to be 
able to speak or move, and have expected he 
have died above three acts before the dagger 
of poison were brought in. It would not be 
if such an one were at first to be introduces 
ghost, or a statue, until he recovered his spirit 
grew fit for some living part. 

^ As this sudden desertion of one*s self si 
diffidence, which is not displeasing, it implies 
same time the greatest respect to an audienc 
can be. It is a sort of mute eloquence, which 
for their favour much better than words cou 
and we find their generosity naturally moved 1 
port those who are in so much perplexity to 
tain them. I was extremely pleased with a h 
stance of this kind at the opera of Almahide, 
encouragement given to a young singer*, 
more than ordinary concern on her first appea 
recommended her no less than her agreeable 
and just performance. Mere bashmlness v 
merit is awkward; and merit without modest 
lent. But modest merit has a double claim 
ceptance, and generally meets with as many [ 
as beholders. 

^ I am. 

It is impossible that a person should exei 
self to advantage in an assembly, whether it 
part either to sing or speak, who lies under t04 
oppressions of modesf)r. I remember, npon 

* Mrs. Barbter. See a curious account of this lad] 
Joba Hawkins's Hatory of M,\»\c, n<A. n . \|« V3^« 
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with a friend of mme concermag the force of pro« 
DunciatioD, our discourse led us into the enumeration 
of the several organs of speech which an orator ought 
to have in perfection, as the tongue, the teeth, the 
lips, the nose, the palate, and the wind-pipe. * Upon 
iraich,' says my friend, ' you have omitted the most 
Material oigan of them all, and that is the fore* 
head/ 

But notwithstanding an excess of modesty oh* 
structs the tongue, and renders it unfit for its offices, 
a doe proportion of it is thought so requisite to an 
orator, that rhetoricians have recommended it to 
tb»r disciples as a particular in their art. Cicero 
tnb us that he never liked an orator who did not 
wppeea in some little confusion at the beginuing of 
his speech, and confesses that he himself never en- 
tered upon an oration without trembling and con- 
cern. It is indeed a kind of deference which is 
due to a great assembly, and seldom fails to raise a 
benevolence in the audience towards the person 
who speaks. My correspondent has taken notice 
that the bravest men often appear timorous on these 
occasions, as indeed we may observe, that there is 
generally no creature more impudent than a coward: 

LxnguA mdivTy sedfiigida beUo 



Dextera 

VIRG. Mn. xi. 3a«. 

Bold at the council-board; 

Bat cautioiu m the field he shunu'd the sword* 

DRYDEN. 

< A bold tongue and a feeble arm are the qualifican 
tions of Drdnces in Virgil; as Homer, to express a 
man both timorous and saucy, makes use of a kind 
of point, wliich is very rarely to be met with in his 
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writings ; iiamehr^ that he had the eyes <^ a d( 
thd heart of a deer*. 

A just and reasonable modesty does not oi 
commend eloquence, but sets oif every graal 
which a man can be possessed of. It he^ti 
the virtnes which it accompanies ; like the sb 
paintings, it raises and rounds every tigun 
makes the colours more beautifiil, though not 9 
ing as they would be without it. 

Modesty is not only an ornament, but also a 
to virtue. It is a kind of quick and delicati 
ing in the soul, which makes her shrink am 
draw herself from every thing that has dan 
it. It is such an exquisite sensibility, aswa 
to shun the first appearance of every thing w! 
hurtful. 

I cannot at present recollect either the pi 
time of what 1 am going to mention ; but I Im^ 
somewhere in the history of ancient Greece 
the women of the country were seized with : 
accountable melancholy, which dis(K)sed sev< 
them to make away with themselves. The 
after having tried many ex|>edieuts to prevei 
seU-murder, which was so frequent among 
published an edict, that if any woman wl 
sliould lay violent hands upon herself, her 
should be exposed naked in the street, and d 
about the city in the most pubiic manner. Th 
immediately put a stop to tiie practice whii 
before so conmion. We may see in this instai 
strength of female modesty, which was able t< 
come even the violence of madness and despair, 
fear of shame in the fair sex, was in those da^f 
prevalent tlian that of death. 

If modesty has so great aii influence over * 
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tknis, and is in many cases so impregnable a fence 
to virtue; what can more undermine morality than 
tliat politeness which reigns among the unthinking 
|MUt of mankind, and treats as unfashionable the most 
■igenaous part of our behaviour; which recommends 
tti^Hidence as good- breeding, and keeps a man always 
in countenance, not because he is innocent, but be- 
cause he is shameless ? 

. Seneca thought modesty so great a check to vice» 
that he prescribes to us the practice of it in secret, 
aad advises us to raise it in ourselves upon imagi- 
nary occasions, when such as are real do not offer 
themselves ; for this is the meaning of his precept. 
That when we are by ourselves, and in our greatest 
solitudes, we should fancy that Cato stands before 
«s and sees every thing we do. In short, if you ba- 
nish Modesty out of the world, she carries away with 
her half the virtue that is in it. 

After these reflections on modesty, as it is a vir- 
tue; I must observe, that there is a vicious modesty, 
which justly deserves to be ridiculed, and which 
those persons very often discover who value them- 
selves most upon a well-bred confidence. This 
happens when a man b ashamed to act up to his 
reason, and would not upon any consideration be 
surprised at the practice of those duties, for the per- 
formance of which he was sent into the world. 
Many an impudent libertine would blush to be caught 
in a serious discourse, and would scarce be able 
to shew his head, after having disclosed a religious 
thought. Decency of behaviour, all outward shew 
of virtue, and abhorrence of vice, are carefully 
avoided by this set of shame-faced people, as what 
would disparage their gaiety of temper, and in- 
fallibly bring Uiem to dishonour. This is such a 
poorness of spirit, such a despicable cowardice, such 
a degenerate al^ect state of mind) «a ouft 7K^^si4 

fi2 



f74 SPECTATOK. N» 232; 

thitik human nature incapable of, did we not meet 
with frequent instances of it in ordinary conver- 
sation. 

There is another kind of vicious modesty which 
makes a man ashamed of his person, liis birth, his 
profession, his poverty, or the hke misfortunes, 
which it was not in his choice to prevent, and ii 
not in his power to rectify. If a man appears ridi- 
culous by any of the afore-mentioned circumstances, 
he becomes much more so by being out of counte- 
nance for them. They should rather .give bim oc- 
elision to exert a noble spirit, and to [j^liate those 
imperfections which are not in his power, by those 
perfections which are; or to use a very witty alla- 
sion of an emiuent author, he should imitate Cseaar, 
who, because his head was bald, covered that deHecl 
with laurels. C. 
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Nihil largiunddt gloriam adeptus est.. 

SALLUST. BeL Oaf. 

By bestowing noHmg he acquired glory. 

My wise and good friend. Sir Andrew Freeport, 
divides himself almost equally between the town 
and the countrv. His time in town is given up to 
the public, and the management of his private for- 
tune; and after ^very three or four days spent in 
this manner, he retires for as many to his seat within 
a few Buks of ttie tovm^ to th& «D^o^viifiat of him: 
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elf, liis family 9 aud his friend. Hius business and 
ileasure, or rather, in Sir Andrew, labour and rest, 
ecommend each other. Tliey take their turns with 
o quick a vicissitude, that neither becomes a habit, 
»r takes possession of tiie whole man ; nor is it pos- 
ible he should be surfeited with eitlier. I often see 
lim at our club in good humour, aud yet sometimes 
po witli an air of care in liis looks : but iu his coun- 
ry retreat he is always unbent, aud isuch a compa- 
lion as I could desire ; and theretbre I seldom fail 
o make one with him when he is pleased to invite 
He. 

The other day, as soon as we were got into his 
ilianot, two or three beggars cm each side hun^ upon 
he doors, and soh'cited our charity with the usual 
betoric of a sick wife or husband at home, three or 
bur helpless little children all starving with cold and 
lunger. We were forced to part with some money 
o get rid of their importunity ; and then we pro- 
leeded on our journey with the blessings and acclama- 
ions of these people. 

' Well then,' says Sir Andrew, we go off with 
he prayers and good wishes of the beggars, and 
lerhaps too our healths will be drunk at the next 
Je-house : so all we shall be able to value ourselves 
ipon, is, that we have promoted the trade of the 
ictualler and the excises of the government. But 
low few ounces of wool do we see upon tlie backs 
»f these poor creatures ? And when they shall next 
ill in our way, they will hardly be better dressed ; 
bey must always live in rags to look like objects of 
ompassion. It tlieir families too are such as tliey 
re represented, 'tis certain they cannot be better 
lothed, awd must be a great deal worse fed. One 
fould think potatoes should be all their bread, and 
leir drink the pure element; and then wimt goodly 
astoners are the farmers like to have for their wool, 
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com, and cattle ? Such customers, and sadi a Don- 
sumption, cannot choose but advance the landed in* 
terest, and hold up the rents of the gentlemen. 

* But of all men living, we merchants who lifib 
by buying and sdling, ought never to enconrage b^ 
gars. The goods which we export are indeed the 
product of the lands, but much the greater part ci 
their value is the labour of the people: but how 
much of these people's labour shall we export wfaiM 
we hire them to sit still ? The very alms they receifC 
from us are the wages of idleness. 1 have often 
thought that no man should be permitted to take 
relief firom the parish, or to ask it in the street, until 
he has first purchased as much as possible of hb owo 
livelihood by the labour of his owh hands; and thai 
the public ought only to be taxed to make good tiie 
deficiency. If this rule was strictly observed, fpc 
should see every where such a multitude of new la- 
bourers, as would in all probability, reduce the prica 
of all our manufactures. It is the very life of me^ 
chandise to buy cheap and sell dear. The merchanl 
ought to make hb out-set as cheap as possible, that 
he may find the greater profit upon hb returns ; and 
nothing will enable him to do this like the reductioi 
of the price of labour upon all our manufiictures. 
This too would be the ready wayto increase the num- 
ber of our foreign markets. The abatement of tlH 
price of the manufacture would pay for the carriage 
of it to more distant countries ; and thb consequence 
would be equally beneficial both to the landed am 
trading interests. As so great an addition of labour 
ing hands would produce this happy consequeno 
both to the merchant and the gentleman, our liberalit; 
to common beggars, and every other obstruction ti 
the increase of labourers, must be equally pemiciOtt 
to both.' 

Sr Andreir then weat on to ^ffism^ \V»l tin le 
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ductiou of the-prices of our manuikctures by the ad- 
dition of so many new hands, would be no inconve- 
nienoe to any man; but observing I was something 
startled at the assertion, he made a short pause, and 
then resumed the discourse. ' It may seem,' says 
he, * a paradox, that the price of kibour should be 
reduced without an abatement of wages, or that 
wages can be abated without an inconvenience to 
the labourer, and yet nothing is more certain than 
that both these things may happen. The wages of 
the labourers make the greatest part of the price of 
every thing that is useful ; and it' in proportion with 
the ^vages the price of all other things should be 
abated, every labourer with less wages would still 
be able to purchase as many necessaries of lite; 
where tlien would be the inconvenience? But the 
price of labour may be reduced by the addition of 
more hands to a manuiacture, and yet the wages of 
persons remain as high as ever. The admirable Sir 
William Petty has given examples of this in some 
of hb writings : one of them, as 1 remember, is that 
of a watch, which I shall endeavour to explain so as 
shall suit my present purpose. It is certain that a 
single watch could not be made so cheap in propor- 
tion by one only man, as a hundred watdies by a 
litmdred ; for as there is vast variety in the work, no 
one person could equally suit himself to all the parts 
of it: the manufacture would be tedious, and at last 
but clumsily performed. But if a hundred watches 
were to be made by a hundred men, the cases may 
be assigned to one, the dials to another, the wheels 
to another, the springs to anodier, and every other 
pant to a proper artist. As there would be no need of 
perplexing any one person witli too much variety, 
every one would be able to perform his suigle part 
wiih greater skill and expedition; and the hundred 
H'tttdi^s would be finished in oue-fouivk !^^t of Ui^ 
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time of the first one, and eveiy one of them at one- 
foorth part of the cost, though the wages c(f ewtty 
man were equal. The reduction of the price of the 
manu&cture would increase the demand of it, all the 
same hands would be still employed, and as well paid* 
The same rule will hold in the clothing, the shippm^ 
and all other trades whatsoever. And thus an addi- 
tion of hands to our maoufactnres will only icduoe 
the price of them; the labourer will still have ai 
BHich wages, and will coosequently be enabled to 
purchase more conveniencies of life; so that eveiy 
mterest in the nation would receive a benefit irom w 
increase of our working people. 

* Besides I see no occasion for this charity to aNft* 
mon beggars, since every beggar is am inhabitant of 
a narisb, and every parish b taxed to the maintenance 
or their own poor. For my own part I cannot he 
mightily pleased witJi the laws which have daae tih, 
wluch have provided better to feed than employ the 
poor. We have a tradition from our forefiithers, that 
after the first of those laws was made, they were in* 
suited with that fiunous song; 

Hang sorrow and cast away care. 
The parish is bound to find us, &c. 

And if we will be so gCKKl-natured as to maintain 
them without work, they can do no less in return than 
sing us " The merry Beggars." 

* What then? Am I against all acts of charity? 
God forbid ! I know of no virtue in the gospel that 
is in more pathetic expressions recommended to our 
practice. *' I was hungry and ye gave me no meat, 
thirsty and ye gave roe no drink, naked and ye clothed 
me not, a stranger and ye took me not in, sick and in 
prison and ye visited me not." Our blessed Saviour 
treats the exercise and neglect of charity towards a 

poormao, .as the peTfonaasno^oi \s;KAfiVk^ ^hkdutf 
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rds himself. I shall endeavour to ohey the will 
y lord and master: and therefore if an Indus- 
9 man shall submit to the hardest iabour and 
est fare, rather than endure the shame of taking 
' from the parish, or asking it in the street, this 
I hungry, the thirsty, the naked ; and I ought to 
i^e^ if any man is come hither for shelter against 
icution or oppression, this is the stranger, and I 
t to take him in. If any countryman of our own 
ten into the hands of infidels, and lives in a state 
liserable captivity, this is the man in prison, and 
•uld contribute to his ransom. I ought to give to 
i9spital of invalids^ to recover as many useful 
iets as I can; but I shall bestow none of my 
ities upon an alms-house of idle people ; and for 
nune reason I should not think it a reproach to 
f I had withheld my charity from those commou 
ars. But we prescribe better rules than we are 
to practise; we are asliamed not to give into the 
iken manners of our country : but at the same 
I cannot but think it a rq>roacb worse than thalb 
immon swearing, that the idle and the abandoned 
(uiiered in the name of heaven and all that if 
d to extort from christian and tender minds 9 
lyto a profligate way of Ufe, that is always to 
pported, but never relieved.' Z, . 
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— Tanqumn hac sint nostri medicinafuroritt, 
Aut deuit Ule mal'is haminum mitescerc discoid 

VIRG. Eel. X. 

As if by these, my snfferings I could ease> 
Or by my pains tlie god of love appease. 

DRYDEN. 

I SHALL in this paper discharge nivself of tl 
mise I have made to tlie public, by obliging tbei 
a translation of the httle Greek manuscript, vt 
said to have been a piece of those records tha 
preserved in the temple of A|)ollo, upon tlie pi 
tor}^ of Leucate. It is a short history of the I 
Leap, and is inscribed, An account of persona 
and female, who ofiered up their vows in the ten 
the Pythian Apollo in the forty-sixth 01ympia< 
leaped from the promontory of Leucate int 
Ionian Sea^ in order to cure themselves of the \ 
of love. 

Thb account is very dry in many parts, a 
mentioning the name of the lover who leape 
person he leaped for, and relating in short, tl 
wa3 either cured, or killed, or maimed by the fa! 
indeed gives the names of so many who died 
that it would have looked like a bill of mortalit; 
-I translated it at full length ; I have therefore 
an abridgment of it, and only extracted such 
cular passages as have something extraordinary, 
in the case or in the cure, or in the fate of the ( 
who is mentioned in it. After this short pre^ 
the account as follows : 
BattuS; the son of Mexolcaa Va^ %vdSi^ix^ I 
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for Bombjca the musician : got rid of his passion 
with the loss of his right leg and arm, which were 
broken in the fall. 

Melissa, in love with Daphnis, very much bruised, 
but escaped with life. 

Cynisca, the wife of .£schines, being in love with 
Lycus; and ^schines her husband bemg in love 
with Eurilla ; (which had made this married couple 
very uneasy to one another for several years) both the 
husband and the wife took the leap by consent ; they 
both of them escaped, and have lived Tery happOy 
together ever since. 

Laiissa^ a virgm of Thessaly, deserted by Plexip^ 
pas, after a courtship of three years ; she stood upon 
the brow of the promontory for some time, and ader 
having thrown down a ring, a bracelet, and a little 
picture, with other presents whkh she had received 
from Plexq)pus^ she threw herself into the sea, and 
was taken up alive4 

N. B. Larissa, before she leaped, made an ofiering 
of a diver Cupid m the temple of Apollo, 
^msetha, m love with Daphnis the Myndian, pe^ 
rished in the fall* 

Charixus, the brother of Sappho, in loTe with 
Rhodope the courtesan, having qioit his whole estate 
upon her« was advised by his sister to leap in the be- 
gmning of his amour, but would not lieaiken to her 
until be was reduced to his la«t talent; being for- 
saken bv Rhodope, at length resolved to take the 
tea|>4 Ferished in it. 

Aridaeus, a beautiful youth of Epirus, in love 
with Praxinoe, the wife of Thespis; escaped without 
damage, saving only that two of his fore-teeth were 
itruck out and his nose a little flatted* 

Cleora, a widow of E^)hesus, being inconsolable 
for the death of her husbsind, was resolved to take 
this leap in order to get rid of hcd piiSMiik W \b% 

VOL, IX, R 
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memory ; but being arrived at the promontory, the 
there met ^itb Dinimachus the-Milesiat], aad aner t 
short conversation with him, laid aside the thongliti 
of her leap, and manied him in the temple of 
Apollo. 

N. B. Her widow's weeds are still seen banging up 
in the western comer of the temple. 

Olphis, the fisherman, having received a box os 
tiie ear from Thestylis the day before, and being de- 
termined to have no more to do with her, leaped, and 
escaped with life. 

Atalanta, an old maid, whose cruelty bad sevoal 
.years before driven two or three despairing lovers to 
thb leap ; being now in the fifH*Mtfa year of her 
age, and in love with an officer of Sparta, broke her 
neck in the fall. 

. Hipparcfaus, being passionately fond of bis oini 
Unfe, who was enamoured of Bathyllos, leaped, and 
died of hb fall : upon which his vrife married her 
gallant* 

Tettyx, the dancing-master, in love with Olyro- 
■pk, an Athenian matron, threw himself from the 
xnck with great agility, but was crippled in the fall. 

Diagoras, the usurer, in love with his cook maid ; 
he peeped several times over the precipice^ but kb 
heart misgiving him, be went back, and married bcr 
that evemng. 

Cinaedus, after having entered his own name in 
tkije Pythian records, b^g asked the name of the 

Srson whom he leaped for, and being ashamed to 
icover it, he was set aside, and not .suffered to 
leap. 

£unica, a maid of Paphos, aged nineteen^ in Ion 
ivith Eui^bates. Hurt^n the fall, but recovered. 
N. B. This was the second time of her leap* 
ing. 
. Hefpenu^ a young man of Tarentom, m love 
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bit master's daughter. Drowned, the boats uot com- 
ing in soon enough to hb relief. 

Sappho the Lesbian, in love with Phaon, arrived 
at the temple of Apollo habited hke a bride, in 
garments as white as snow. She wore a garlaud of 
myrtle on her head, and carried in her hand the 
little musical instrument of her own invention* 
After having sung au hymn to Apollo, she hung up 
her garlaud on one side of his altar, and her harp 
on the other. She then tucked up her vestments 
like a Spartan virgin, and amidst thousands of sf)ec- 
tators, who were anxious for her safety, and offered 
up vows for her deliverance, marched directly for* 
wards to the utmost summit of the promontory, 
where, after having repeated a stanza of her own 
▼erses, which we could not hear, she threw herself 
off the rock with such an intrepidity as was never 
before observed in any who had attempted that dan- 
gerous leap. Many who were present related, that 
they saw her fail into the sea, frofti whence she 
never rose again ; though there were others M'ho 
aiiirmed that she never came to the bottom of her 
leap, but that she was changed into a swan as she 
fell, and that they saw her hovering in the air under 
that shape. But whether or no the whiteness and 
fluttering of her garments misht not deceive those 
who looked upon her, or whether she might not 
really be metamorphosed into that musical and 
melancholy hitd^ is still a doubt among the Les- 
bians. 

AlcaeuSt the famous lyric poet, who had for some 
time been passionately in love with Sappho, arrived 
at the promontory of Leucate that ver}' evening, 
in order to take the leap upon her account; but 
bearing that Sappho had been there before him, 
and tlMt her body could be no where found, he very 
generously lamented her £all, and is said to have 
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written hb hundred and twenty-fiitii ode upon that 

Leaped in this Olympiad. . 

Males , 124 

Females* • m6 

250 
Cured, 

Males 51 

Females , 69 

N« 534. WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, IJll 



Vettem in tamciti^ sic errareinus^ 

HOR. X 8tL Ui. 41. 

J ¥nsh this error in your friendship reign'd. 

CRBECH. 

You very oflen hear people, after a story has been 
told with some entertaining circumstances, tell it 
Qver again with particqlars that destroy the jest, bat 
give light into the truth of the narration. This sort 
of veracity, thougb it is impertinent, has something 
amiable in it, because it proceeds from the love of 
trutli, even in frivolous occasions. If such honest 
amendments do not promise an agreeable compa- 
nion, they do a sincere friend ; ror which reason 
one should allow them so much of our tiine, if we 
fall into their company, as to set us right in matters 
that can do us no manner of harm, whether the 
fiicts be one way or the other. Lies which are toM 
out of arrogance aqd ostentation, a man shoold' 
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detect in Us own defence, because he sliould not be 
tfiuuiphed over. Lies which are told out of malice 
he should expose, both for his own sake and that of 
the rest of mankind, because every man sliould rise 
against a common enemy : but the officious liar, 
many have argued, b to be excused, because it does 
tome man gooo, and no man hurt. The man who 
made more than ordinary speed from a tight in which 
the Athenians were beaten, and told them they had 
obtained a complete victory, and put the whole 
dty into the utmost joy and exultation, was checked 
b^ the magistrates for this falsehood; but excused 
hraiself by saying, ' O Athenians ! am I your enemy 
because I gave you two happy days ?' This fellow did 
to a whole people what an acquaintance of mine 
does every day he lives, in some eminent degree to 
puticubur peiaoiis, . He is ever lying people into 
good, humour, and a» Plato said it was allowable 
im physiciatts to lie to their patients to keep up their 
spuits, I am half doubtful whether my friend's be- 
luiVioar is not excusable. His manner is to ex- 
press himself surprised at the cheerful countenance 
of a man whom he observes diffident of himself; 
and generally bv that means makes his lie a truth. 
He will» as if he did not know any thing of the 
circum^uice, ask one whom he knows at variance 
with another, what is the meaning that Mr. Such-a? 
one, naming his adversary, does not applaud him 
with that kautiness whkh formerly he has heard 
him i * He said, indeed, * continues he, ' I would 
rather have that man for my friend than any man in 
England; but for an enemy" — ^This melts the per- 
son he talks to, who expected nothing but down- 
right raillery from that side. According as he sees 
htt practioe succeed, he goes to the opposite party, 
and tells him, he cannot imagine how it happens 
that some people know one another so little ; *Vou 
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spoke with so mnch coldness of a gentleman who said 
more good of you, than, let me tell you, any man 
living deserves/ The success of one of these inci- 
dents was, that this next time one of the advers»^ 
ries spied the other, he hems aAer him in the public 
street and they must crack a bottle at the next ta- 
vern, that used to turn out of the other's way to 
avoid one another's eye-shpt. He will tell one beuit]! 
she was commended by another, nay, he will say she 
gave the woman he sp^iks to the preference in a par- 
ticular for which she herself is admired. The plea- 
santest confusion imaginable is made through the 
whole town by my friend's indirect offices. You shall 
have a visit returned ai)er half a year's absence, and 
mutual railing at each other every day of thai 
time. They meet with a thousand jamentations fei 
so long a separation, each party naming herself fin 
the greatest delinquent, if the other can possibly b< 
80 good as to forgive her, which she has no reason k 
the world, but fi^om the knowledge of her goodness 
to hope for. Very oflten a whole train of rdilers ol 
each side tire their horses in setting matters r^' 
which they have said during the war between the par 
ties; and a whole circle of acquaintance are pai 
into a thousand pleasing passions and sentiments, in 
stead of th^ {N|Dgs of anger, envy, detraction, aoi 
maUce. 

The worst evil I ever observed this man's falsehoo< 
occasion, has been, that he turned detraction into flat 
tery. .He is well skilled m the manners of the world 
and b^ overlooking what men really are, he ground 
^is artifices upon what they have a mind to be. Upoi 
this foundation, if two distant friends are brought to 
gether, and the cement seems to be weak, he neve 
rests until he finds new appearances to take ofif all re 
inains of ill-will, and that by new misund^iM)diD| 
tb^y m thorPVglilj' recop(il^, 
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< TO THE SPECTATOR, 
< SIR, Devonshire, Nov. 14, 1711, 

' There arrived in this neighbourhood two 
days ago one of your gay gentlemen of the town^ 
who being attended at his entry >irith a servant of 
|iis own, besides a countryman lie had taken up for 
a guide, excited the curiosity of the village to learn 
whence and what he might be. Tlie Countrymaii 
(to whom they applied as most easy of access) knew 
little more than that the gentleman came from Loth 
don to travel and see fasmons, and was, as he heard 
say, a free-thinker *» What religion tliat might be, 
lie could not tell : and for his own part, if they had 
not told him the man was a free-tmnker, he should 
Jiave guessed, by hisf way of talking, he was little bet* 
ter than a heathen ; excepting only that he had beea 
a good gentleman to him, and made him drunk twice 
In one day, over and above what they had bar* 
gained for. 

' I do not look upon the simplicity of this, and 
several odd inquiries with which I shall not trouble 
you, to be wondered at, much less can I thiqk that our 

{ouths of fine wit, and enlarged understanding, 
ave any reason to laugh. There is no necessity 
that every 'squire in Great Britain should know 
what the word free-thinker stands for ; but it were 
much to be wbhed, that they who value themselves 
upon that conceited title, were a little better in- 
jstructed in what it ought to stand for ; and that they 
would not persuadfi theofselves a man is really and 
truly a fr^e-thinker, in any tolerable sense, mer^y 
))y Virtue of his being an atheist, or an infidel of 

* Tlie person here alluded to was probably Mr. Toland, 
who is said by the Examiner to have beep tl)e butt of tl^Q 

Tfttl^ md Spectator, 
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any other distinction. It may be doubted with good 
reason, whether there ever was in nature a more 
abjecty slavish, and bigotted generation than the 
tribe of beaux-esprits, at present so prevailing in 
this island. Their pretension to be free-thinkers, i» 
no other than rakes have to be free-livers, and savages 
to be frcc^men ; that is, they can thmk whatever they 
have a mind to, and give themselves up to whatever 
conceit the extravagancy of then: inclination, or 
their fanc^, shall suggest ; they can think as wildly 
as they talk and act, and will not endure that their 
wit should be controlled by such formal things as de- 
cency and common sense. Deduction, coherence, con^ 
ostency, and all the rules of reason they accordii^y 
disdain, as too precise and mechanical lor men of a 
liberal education. 

' This, as far as I could, ever learn from their 
writings, or my own observation, is a true account of 
the British free-thinker. Our visitant here, who gave 
occasion to this paper, has brought with him a new 
system of common sense, the particulars of which I 
am not yet acquainted with, but will lose no oppor- 
tunity of informing myself whether it contain any 
thing worth Mr. Spectator's notice. In the mean 
time, sir^ I cannot but think it would be for the good 
of mankind, if you would take this subject into your 
consideration, and convince tlie hopeful youth of our 
nation, that licentiousness is not freedom ; or, if such 
a paradox will not be understood, that a prejudice 
towards atheism is not impartiality. 

I am, SIR, 
Your roost humble servant, 

T. PHILONOUS/ 
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Popular fs 



ViHceiuem, strepitus - 

HOR. An Poet. ▼. 81. 

Awes the tnmultaoiit noises of the pit 

ROSCOMMON. 

Therb is nothing which lies more within the pro« 
irince of a Spectator than public shows and diver- 
sions ; and as among these there are none which can 
pretend to vie with those elegant entertainments that 
are exhibited in our theatres, I think it particularly 
incumbent on me to take notice of every thing that is 
remarkable in such numerous and refined assemblies. 

It is observed, that of late years there has been 
a certain person in the upper gallery of the play- 
house, who when he is pleased with any thmg that 
is acted uwm the stage, expresses hb approbation 
by a loud Knock upon the benches or the wainscot, 
which may be heard over the whole theatre. The 
person is commonly known by the name of the 
* Trunk-maker in the upper gallery.^ Whether it be 
that the blow he gives on these occasions resembles 
that which is often heard in the shops of such arti- 
sans, or that he was suppased to have been a real 
trunk-maker, who, after the finishmg of his day's work, 
used to unbend bis mind at these public diversions 
with his hammer in his hand, I cannot certainly tell. 
There are some, I know, who have been foolish 
enough to imagine it is a spirit which haunts the up* 
per gallery, and from time to time makes thosQ 
Itmpge noises i add the ratberi because U^ i» obs^rve4 
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to be louder than ordinary every time the ghost of 
Hamlet appears. Others have reported, that it is a 
dumb man, who has chosen this way of uttering him- 
self when he b transported with any thing he sees or 
hears. Others will bave it to be the play-house 
thunderer, that exerts himself after this manner in 
the upper gallery ; when he has nothing»to do upon 
the roof. 

But having made it my business to get the best 
information I could in a matter of this moment, I 
find that the trunk-maker, as he is commonly called, 
is a large black mau, whom nobody knows. He ge- 
nerally leans forward on a huge oaken plant with 
great attention to every thing that pastes upon the 
stage. He is never seen to smile ; but u|)on heanmt 
any thing that pleases him, he takes up his staff with 
both hands, and lays it upon the next piece of timbor 
that stands in his way with exceeding vehemeDcei 
after which, he composes himself in his former pot- 
ture, till such time as something new sets him again 
at work. 

It has been observed, his blow is so well tisMd, 
that the most judicious critic com never except 
against it A« soon as any shining thought is expressed 
in the poet, or any uncommon grace appears in the 
actor, he smites the bench or wainscot. If the fln» 
dience does not concur with him, he smites a second' 
time ; and if the audience is not yet awakened, looks 
round htm with great wrath, and repeats the blow 
a third time, ■ which never fails to produce the chqpw 
He sometimes lets the audience bmn the clap «€ 
themselves, and at the conclusbn of their applauM 
ratifies it with a single thwack. 

He is of so great use to the playhoose, that it 
is said a former director of it, upon his not being 
able to pay his attendance by reason of sicknesst 
k^t one in pay to oflksate fov Uia Matil mich tune 
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as he recovered ; but the person so employed, though 
he laid about bim with incredible Tiolence, did it ia 
such wrong plaoes, that the audience soon found out 
that it was not tfaenr old friend the trunk-maker. 

It has been remarked, that he has not yet exerted 
himself with vigour this season. He sometunes plies 
at the opera; and upon Nicolini's first appearance 
was saici to have demolislied three benches in tlie 
fiiry of his applause. He has broken half a dozen 
oaken plants upon Dogget *, and seldom goes away 
•from a tra^dy of Shakspeare, without leaving the 
wainscot extremely shattered. 

The players do not only connive at his obstrepe^ 
rons approbation^ but very cheerfully repair at thehr 
own cost whatever damages he makes. They onoe 
had a thought of erecting a kind of wooden anvil for 
hb uie, that should be made of a very sounding plank, 
m order to render his strokes more deep and mel- 
low ; but as thb might not have been distinguished 
iimn the music of a kettle-drun, the project was laud 
aside. 

In the meanwhile, I cannot but take notice of the 
great use it is to an audience, that a person should 
thus preside over their heads like the director of a 
concert, in order to awaken thek attention, and beat 
time to their applauses ; or, to raise my simile, I have 
sometuoMS fancied the trunk*maker in the upper-gal- 
kry to be like Virgil's ruler of the winds, seated upon 
the top of a mountain, who when he struck his sceptre 
vpan the side of it, roused a faurneane, and set the 
•cavern in an uproar f. 

* (Thomss Dogget, an ezceUent comic actor, who was for 
many years joiDMnanager of the pkybonBe with Wilkes and 
Colley C!i|mM:, of whom the reader voay fiad a particular ac* 
ooont in Gibber's Apology for his own uie* 

i iEaeid i 65. 
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It 18 certam the trunk-maker has ftaved many a good 
play, and broueht many a graceAil actor into reputa- 
tion, who would not otherwise have been taken notice 
of. It is very visible, as the audience is not a littk 
abashed, if they find themselves betrayed into a dap, 
vi^n their friend in the upper gallery doe» not come 
Into it ; so the actors do not value themselves npoo 
the clap, but regard it as a mere bniium MmeH, or 
empty noise, when it has not the sound of the oakco 
plant in it. 1 know it has been given out by those 
who are enemies to the trunk-nwker, that he has 
sometimes been bribed to be in the interest of a had 
poet, or a vicious player ; but this is a surmise which 
has no foundation : his strokes are always just, and 
his admonitions seasonable : he does not deal about 
his blows at random, but always hits the right nail 
upon the head. The inexpressible force wherewith be 
lays them on sufficiently shews the evidence and 
strength of his conviction. His zeal for a good aih 
thor is indeed outrageous, and breaks down even 
fence and partition, every board and piank^ that stands 
within the expression of his applause. 

As I do not care for terminating my thoughts ia 
barren speculations,, or in reports of pure nmtter of 
&ct, without drawing something from them for the 
advantage of my countrymen, I shall take the libertj 
to make an humble proposal^ that whenever the 
trunk-maker shall depart this life, or whenever he 
shall have lost the spring of his arm by sii^nesfa, oM 
age, infirmity, or the like, some able-bodied critic 
diould be advanced to thb post, and have a compe- 
tent salary settled on him for life, to be furnished 
with bamboos for operas, crab-tree cudgels for co- 
medies, and oaken planks for tragedy, at the pub- 
lic expense. And to the end that this place shouki 
be always disposed of accordmg to merit, I wouki 
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have none p re fer red to if, who has not given con- 
vincing proofs both of a sound judgment, and a 
strong arm, and who could not, upon occasion, 
either knock down an ox, or write a comment upon 
Horace's Art of Poetry. In short, I would have 
Urn a due composition of Hercules and Apollo, 
and so rightly qualified for this important office, 
that the trunk-maker may not be missed by our 
posterity. C. 
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Dare Jura maritis. 

HOR. Are Poet. ▼. 308» 

With laws comiubial tyrants to restrain. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* You have not spoken in so direct a manner 
xepon the subject of marriage, as that important 
case deserves. It would not be improper to observe 
iqpon the peculiarity in the youth of Great Britain 
of railing and lauglung at that institution; and when 
they fall into it, from a profligate habit of mind, be- 
ing insennble of the satisfaction in that way of life, 
and treating their wives with the most barbarous dis- 
respect. 

* Particular circumstances, and cast of temper, must 
teach a man the probability of mighty uneasinesses 
in that state; (for unquestionably some tliere are 
whose very dispositions are strangely averse to con- 
jugfd friendship) but no one, I believe, is by his 

own natural compkxion prompted to tcaae anidL tot^ 
VOL. jx, a 
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meot another for no reason but bemg nearly allied 
to him. And can there be any thing mora baM, «r 
senre to sink a man so much beiow his oiwn distB' 
guishing characteristic, (1 mean reason) than n- 
turning evil for good in so open a manner, as that 
of treating an helpless creature with unkiiidnesi, 
who has had so good an opinion of htm as to beiie«« 
what he said relating to one of the graatest conoeias 
of life, by .delivering her happiness in this worid to 
his care and protection? Must not that man be 
abandoned even to all manner of humanity, who 
can deceive a woman with appearances of afiectioo 
and jkindness, for no other end but to torment her 
with more ease and authority? Is any thing more 
unlike a gentleman, than when his honour is engaged 
for the performing his promises, because nothing bat 
that can oblige him to it, to become afterwards ftlse 
to his word, and be alone the occasion of miseiy to 
one whose happiness he but lately pretended w» 
dearer to him than his own? Ought such a one to 
be trusted in his common a£^urs ? or treated but as 
one whose honesty consisted only in hb ino^Nurhy of 
being others? ise ? 

^ There is one cause of this usage no less absord 
than common, which takes place amotig the bmh^ 
untliinking men ; and that is, tlie desire to appear 
to their mends free and at liborty, and without tnose 
trammels they have so much ridiculed. To avmd 
this they fly into the other extreme, and grow tyranfei 
that they may seem masters. Because an uiioon- 
troUable command of their own actions is a oectam 
sign of entire dominion, they won't so much as re- 
cede from the government even in one muscle of 
their faces. A kind look they believe would be 
fawnuig, and a civil answer yieldmg tibie superiority. 
To this must we attribute an austerity they betray 
in every action.' VfViat WX. \!taa& qui i^ ^ taanoat 
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cf bwDOur a lis wife's company, thou^ be is so 
distiiigaishmsly pleasant every where else? The 
bittemess o? his veplies, and the severity of his 
frowns to the tenderest of wives, clearly deiuonstratey 
that an iU-grounded fear of being thought too sub- 
niBsive, is at the bottom of this, as I am wilHug to 
caH it, affected moroseness ; but if it be such, only 
put on to convince his acquaintance of his entire 
dominion^ let him take care of the consequence, 
which will be certain and worse than the present 
evil; his seeming indifierence will by degrees grow 
into real contempt, and if it doth not wholly alienate 
tba a u ct ions of his wife for ever from him, make 
hoth him and her more miserable than if it really 
dhlto. 

' However inconsistast it may appear, to be 
tiMMgfat a well-bred person has no small share in 
this clownish behaviour. A discourse therefore re^ 
lating to good-breeding towards a loving and a ten- 
der wife, would be m great use to this sort of 
genlknien. Could yon but once couvince them, 
Siat to be civil at least b not beneath the character 
of a gentleman, nor even tender affection towards 
one who would make it reciprocal, betrays any soft- 
ness or effeminacy that the most masculine dispo- 
sition need be ashamed of; could you satisfy them 
of the generosity of voluntary civility, and the great- 
ness of soul that is conspicuous iu benevolence with- 
out immediate obligations ; could you recommend 
to people's practke the saying of the gentleman 
quoted in one of your speculations, ** That he 
thought it incumbent upon him to make the incli- 
nations of a woman of merit go along with her 
duty;'' could you, I say, persuade these men of 
the beauty and reasonableness of thb sort of beha- 
viour, I have so much charity, for some of them at 
least, to believe you would convince them of a thin^ 
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they 9it only ashamed to allow. Bendei^ yoa woald 
recommeiid that state in its truest, and consequently 
its most agreeable colours ; and the gentiemen, who 
have for any time been such professed enemies to it» 
when occasion should serve, would rrtum you their 
thanks for assbting their interest in prevailing over 
their pr^udices. Marriage in general would b^ 
this means be a more easy and comfortable condi- 
tion ; the husband would be no where so wdl satis 
fied as in his own parlour, nor tbe wife so pteasant 
as in the company of her husband. A desire of 
being agreeable in the lover would be increased in 
the husband, and the mistress be more amiable by 
becoming the wife. Besides all which, I am apt to 
believe we should find the race of men grow wner 
as their progenitors grew kinder, and the aflfectioo 
of their parents woidd be conspicuous in the wis* 
dom of their children; in short, men would in 
pieneral be much better humoured than they are, 
did they not so frequently exercise the worst turns 
of their temper where they ought to exert the best.' 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

' I AM a woman who left the admiration of 
this whole town to throw myself (for love of wealth) 
into the arms of a fool. When I married him, I 
could have had any one of several men of sense who 
languished for me; but my case is just. I believed 
my superior understanding would form him into a 
tractable creatore. But, alas ! my spouse has cunning 
and suspicion, tlie inseparable companions of little 
minds; and every attempt I make to divert, by 
putting on an agreeable air, a sudden cheerfulness, 
or kind behaviour, he looks upon as the first act 
ifiw^s sm insurrection a^inst his uiideserv^ do« 
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uAiion over me. Let every one fvho is still t« 
ehoose, aod hopes to govern a fool, remember 

tristissa/ 

' MB. SPECTATOR, St. Martin's, Nov. 25. 

'This is to con^plain of an evil practice, 
which I thmk very well aeserves a redress, though 
you have not as yet taken any notice of it : if you 
mention it in your paper, it may perhaps have a 
▼eiy good efiect. Vfh^t I mean is, the disturbance 
•ome people give to otiiers at church, by their repe- 
tition of the prayers after the minister ; and that not 
only in the prayers, but also in the absolution ; and 
the commandments fare no better, wliich are in a 
mrticular mamier the priesfs offi<^e: this I have 
Juiown done in so audible a manner, that sometimes 
tbeir vdces have been as loud as his. As little as 
^oo would think it, this is frequently done by peo- 
ple seemingly devout. This irreligious inadvertency 
is a thing extremely offensive: but 1 do not recom- 
mend it as a tiling I give you liberty to ridicule, 
but hope it may be amended by the bare mention. 

SIR, 

Your very humble servant, 
T. T. s.' 



a^ 
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Vitu awentem magnarpars vert latet. 

8BNECA in <£dlp. 

They that are dim of sight see truth by halves. 

It is very reasonable to believe, that jpart of the 
pleasure which happy minds shall enjoy in a future 
state, will arise' from an enlarged contemplation of 
the Divine Wisdom in the government of the world, 
and a discovering of the aecxet and amazing steps of 
Providence, from the beginning to the end of time. 
Nothing seems to be an entertamment more adapted 
to the nature of man, if we consider that curiosi^ 
is one of the strongest and most lasting appetites 
vnf^anted in us, and that admiration is one of our 
most pleasing passions; and what a perpetual sue* 
cession of enjoyments will be afforded to both these, 
in a scene so large and various as shall then be laid 
open to our view in the society of superior spirits, 
who perhaps will join with us in so delightful a 
prospect ! 

It is not impossible, on the contrary, that part of 
tlie punbhment of such as are excluded from bliss, 
may consist not only in their bemg denied this pri- 
vilege, but in having their appetites at the same 
time vastly increased without any satisfactioo afforded 
to them. In these, the vain pursuit of knowledge 
shall, perhaps, add to their infelicity, and bewilder 
them into labyrinths of error, darkness, distraction, 
and uncertainty of every thiug but their own evil 
state. Milton has thus represented the iGillen angeb 
reasoning together in a kind of respite from their 
torments, and creating to tk&viaidN^ %.t«w disfl^siiet 
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amidst tbeir yery amusements ; he could not pro- 
perly have descnbed the qsort of condemned spirits, 
"without that cast of horror and melancholy he ha$ 
io judiciously mingled with them : 

Others apart sat on a bill retir'dy 
In thou^tB more elevate^ and reasoned high 
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fkte, 
Fixt fate, ireewill, foreknowledge absolute. 
And found no end in wandering mases losf*. 

In our present condition, which is a middle state^ 
our minds are as it were chequered with truth and 
fidsehood : and as our faculties ar^ narrow, and our 
views imperfect, it is impossible but our curiosity 
must meet with many rq[>ulses. The business of 
mankind in this life being rather to act than to 
know, their portion of knowledge is dealt to them 
accordingly. 

From hence it is, that the reason of the inquisi- 
tive has so long been exercised with difficulties, in 
accounting for the promiscuous distribution of good 
and evil to the virtuous ai^d the wicked in this 
world. From hence come all those pathetic com- 
plaints of so many tragical events which happen to 
the wise and the good ; and of such surprising 
prosperity, which is often tlie lotf of the guilty 
and the foolish; that reason is sometimes puzzleci, 
and at a loss what to pronounce upon so mysterious 
a dispensation. 

Plato expresses his abhorrence of some fables of 
the poets, .which seem to reflect on the gods as the 
authors of injustice;. and lays it down as a priuci* 
pie, that whatever is permitted to befel a just mapi 

* Parad. Lost, |>. ii. v. 557. 

t Sjpect in folio ; for reward, £(i^ . 
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wbedier pOMrtv, sfekness, or any #f dme tUagi 
frtiieh seem to be e?ils, sliall either in Ufe or dcam 
oonduoe to his good. My reader will obserfe how 
agreeable this maxim b to what we find delivered 
by a greater authority. Seneca has written a di»- 
course purposely on this sul>|ect*; in wfaich he 
takes pains, after the doctrine of the Stoics, to shew 
that adversity is not in itself an evil; and mentions 
a noble saying of Demetrius, that ^ nothing would 
be more unhappy than a man who had never known 
^ictioa/ He compares prosperity to the iodul- 

r;e of a fond mother to a child, which often proves 
mio ; but the affection of the Divine Being to 
that of a wise father, who would have his sous exer« 
dsed with labour, disappointments, and paip, that 
they may gather strength and improve their fiNrti' 
tilde. On this occasion, the philosopher rises ii^ 
that celebrated sentiment, that there is not on earth 
a spectacle more worthy the regard of a Creator in- 
tent on his woriss than a brave man superior to hii 
iiiflferings; to which he adds, that it must be a plea* 
sure to Jupiter hunself to look down from beavea» 
and see Cato amidst the ruins of hb country pre* 
•ervmg hb integrity. 

This thouglrt; will appear yet more reasonable,, if 
we consider human life as a state of probation, and 
adversity as the post of honour in it, assigned oftea 
to the best and most select spirits. 

But what I would chiefly insbt on here is, that 
we are not at present in a proper situation to judge 
of the coundb by which Providence acts, sinoe Iwt 
little arrives at our knowledge, and even that littla 
ire disoera imperfectly ; or accordii^ to the elegant 

* Vid. Senec. D§ coii«eanltd •(qnai^ floe qwod ta mj^ 
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figure in holy writ, * we see but in ptrt^ and as in 
a elass daridy*.' It is to be considered, that Pro- 
Yidence in its economy regards the whole system 
of time and things together, so that we cannot dis- 
cover the beautiful connection between incidents 
which lie widely separate in time, and by losing so 
many links of the chain, our reasonings b^me bro* 
ken and imperfect. Thus those parts of tlie moral 
world which have not an absolute, may yet have a 
relative beauty, m respect of some other parts con- 
cealed from us, but open to his eye before whom 
^ past,' * present,' and * to come,' are set together in 
one point of view : and those events^ the permission 
of which seems now to accuse his goodness, may in 
the consummation of things both magnify his good- 
ness, and exalt his wisdom. And this is enough to 
check our presumption, since it b in vain to apply 
our measures of regularity to matters of which we 
know neither the antecedents nor the consequents, 
the beginning nor the end. 

I shall relieve my readers from this abstracted 
thought, by relating here a Jewish tradition con- 
cerning Moses, which seems to be a kind of parable, 
illustratins; what 1 have last mentioned. That great 
prophet, it is said, was called up by a voice from 
neaven to the top of a mountain ; where in a confer- 
ence with the Supreme Being, he was admitted to 
propose to him some questions concerning his admi- 
nistration of the universe. In the midst of this di- 
vine colloquy he was commanded to look down on 
the plain below. At the foot of the mountain there 
issued out a clear spring of water, at which a soldier 
alighted from his horse to drmk. He was no sooner 
gone than a httle boy came to the same place, and 
filling a purse of gold which the soldier had dropped, 

9 i Cpr, i(fii* 19^ 
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took It up vmI went awaj with k. InaKdiatieljr 
flUer this cane an infirm old man, wearj with i^ 
and travellins^ and having quenched hb thira^ sat 
down to rest himself hy the side of die ^piing, Tbt 
aoldier missing hn pone returns to search for it, and 
demands it of the nkd man, who affirms he had not 
aeen it, and appeals to heaven in witness of bis inno- 
oence. Hie soldier not believing his protestatkmsy 
kills Inm. Moses fell on his hcd with horror and 
amazement, when the divine voice thus prevented 
his expostulation: 'Be not surprised, Moees, nor 
ask wl^ the Judge of the whole earth has sufaed 
tins thmg to come to pass. The ch3d is the oocasioa 
that the blood of tiieokl man b spilt; but know that 
the old man whom thou sawest wai| the raurdever of 
that chikl's father/ 
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Nequicquam populo bilmUu donaveris aure$; 
Rupue quod non e» • 

PBK81U8, Stt. It. 99k 

No more to flattering crowds thine ear incline^ 
Eager to drink the praise which is not thine. 

BREWSTER. 

Amono all the diseases of the mind, there is not 
one more epidemicdi or more pernicious than the 
love of flattery. For as where the juices of the bodj 
are prepared to receive a malignant ioflueace, there 
tlie disease rages with most violence; so in this 
distemper of the mind, where there is ever a pro« 
pemty and iaclinoitioa to wickmlk^ ^goison^ it citft* 
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mt be but tlittt the whole order of reasonable actioH 
must be overturned ; for, like music, it 



< So softens and disarms the wSndy 

That not one anow can resistance find. 

First we flatter ourselves, and then the flatteiy of 
•fbers is sure of success. It awakens our self-iove 
witbin, a pBrty which is ever ready to revolt from 
our better judgment, and join the enemy without 
Hence it is, tbit the profusion of favours we so 
often see poured upon the parasite, are represented 
10 us by our sel^love, as justice done to the man 
frtio so agreeably reconciled us to ourselves. When 
we are overcome by such soft insinuations and en- 
snaring compliances, we gladly recompense the ar- 
tifices that are made use of to blind our reason, and 
which triumph over the weaknesses of our temper 
and inclinations. 

But were every man persuaded ftom how mean 
and low a principle this passion is derived, there 
can be no doubt but the person who should attempt 
to gratify it, would then be as contemptible as he is 
now successful. It is the desire of some quality we 
are not possessed of, or -inclination to be smnething 
we are not, which are the causes of our giving our- 
selves up to that man who bestows upon us the cha- 
racters and qualities of others ; which perhaps suit 
us as ill, and were as little designed for our wearing, 
as their clothes. Instead of going out of our own 
ebmplexionai nature mto that of others, it were a 
better and more laudable industry to improve our 
own, and instead of a miserable copy become a ^;ood 
original; for there is no temper, no disposition 86 
tude and untractable, but may in its own peouliar 
cast and turn be brought to some agreeable use in 
conversatioo, or in the affiuit a£.Vfit« .K'^«ctfsfi.s& 
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a router deportment, and less tied up to the usual 
ceremonies of behaviour will, like Manly in the 
play*, please by tlie grace which nature gives to 
every action wherein she is complied with ; the brisk 
and lively will not want their admirers, and even a 
more reserved and melancholy temper may at some 
times be agreeable. 

When there is not vanity enough awake in a maa 
to undo him, the flatterer stirs up that dormant weak- 
ness, and inspires him with merit enough to be a 
coxcomb. But if flattery be the most sordid act that 
can be complied with, the art of praising justly is as 
commendable : for it is laudable to praise well ; as 
poets at one and the same time give immortality^ 
and receive it themselves for a reward. Both are 
pleased : the one whilst he receives the recompense 
of merit, the other whilst he shews he knows how 
to discern it; but above all, that man is happy ia 
this art, who, like a skilful painter, retains the feer 
tures and complexion, but still sofl^ps the |HClure 
into the most agreeable likeness. 

There can hardly, I believe, be imagined a more 
desirable pleasure, than that of praise unmixed with 
any possibility of flattery. Such was that wludi 
Oermanicus eqjoyed, when, the night befcHre a bi^ 
tie, desirous of some sincere mark of the esteem of 
his legions for him, he is described by. Tacitus lis* 
^tening in a disguise to the discourse of a soldier, and 
wrapt up in the fruition of hb gloiy, whilst with an 
undesigned sincerity they praised his noble and ma 
jestic mien, his af^bility, hb valour, conduct, and 
success in war. How must a man have bb heart 
full-blown with joy in such an article of glory as 
tfab? What a spur and encouragement still to pro- 
^sed in those steps which had already brought mni 

. * Wyclieiley*sQoaiQ&9.«&^<^l?^ai^TMSA^- 
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to SO pure a taste of the greatest of mortal enjoy- 
ments ? 

It sometimes happens that even enemies and en^ 
vioiis persons bestow the sincerest marks of esteem 
when they least design it. Such aiibrd a greater 
pleasure, as extorted by merit, and freed from aU 
suspicion of favour or flattery. Thus it is with Mai- 
volio ; he has wit, learning, and discernment, but 
tempered with an allay oi envy, self-love, and de- 
traction. Mad volio turns pale at the mirth and good* 
humour of the company, if it centre not in his per- 
son; he grows jealous and displeased when he 
ceases to be the only person admired, and looks upon 
the commendations paid to another as a detraction 
from iiis merit, and an attempt to lessen the supe- 
riority he affects ; but by this very method, he be- 
stows such praise as can never be suspected of flat- 
tery. His uneasiness and distaste are so many sure 
and certain signs of another's tide to that glory he 
desires, and has the mortification to find himself not 
possessed of. ' 

A good name is fitly compared to a precious oint- 
ment*, and when we are praised mih skill and de- 
cency, it is indeed the most agreeable perfume ; but 
if too strongly admitted into a brain of a less vigo- 
rous and happy texture, it will, like too strong an 
odour, overcome the senses, and prove pernicious to 
those nerves it was intended to refresh. A generous 
niind is of all others the most sensible of praise and 
dispraise ; and a noble spirit is as much invigorated 
with its due proportion of honour and applause, as 
it is depressed by neglect and contempt. But it is 
only persons far above the common level who are 
thus affected with either of these extremes ; as in a 
thermometer, it 14 only the purest and most subli- 

* Eocles. 9ik l< 
rox. IX. T 
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mated spirit that is either contracted er dilated 1^ 
the beniguity or inclemency of the season. 

' MR. SPBCTATOB, 

' The translations which yoo have iatd; 
given ns from the Greek, in some of your last pa 
pers, have been the occasion of my lookmg into son 
of those authors; among whom I chanced on a col 
lection of letters which pass under the name of Aril 
taenetus. Of all the remains of antiqiuty, I believe 
there can be nothing produced of an air so galfaa 
»id polite; each Tetter contains a little novel o 
adventure, Which is told with all the beauties o 
language, and heightened with a luxuriance of wil 
There are several of them translated **: but wiCi 
such wide deviations from the oriipnal, and in a aljpi 
so far difiering from the author's, dnt the transkto 
seems rather to have taken hints for tiie expresBHj 
bis own sense and thoughts, than to have endd 
▼oured to render those of Aristaenetus. In tbe Ibl 
lowing translation, I have kept as near the mcanhii 
of the Greek as I could, and have only added a fei 
words to make the sentences in English sit togetfac 
a little better than they would otherwise have done 
The story seems to be taken from that of P^gmalkii 
and the statue in Ovid: some of the thoughts vte e 
the same tiuti» and the whole is written in a kind c 
poetical prose/ 

PHILOPINAX TO CHROMATION. 

** Never was a man more overcome with so fim 
tastical a passion as mine, I have painted a beautiii 
woman, and am despairing, dying for the pictuvi 
My own skill has undone me; it is not the 4iart c 
\eau3f but my own pencil has thus wounded wm 

* By Tom Brown anAoltacft. ik!««\k^<i!te)4N<ilk ISomi 
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Ah, me! with what anxiety am I necessitated to adore 
my own idol? How miserable am I, whilst every 
one must as much pity the painter as he praises the 
picture, and own my t(mnent more than equal to my 
art. But whv do I thus complain? Have there not 
been more unhappy and unnatural passions than mine ? 
Yes, 1 have seen the representations of Phaedra, Nar- 
cissus, and Pasiphae. Phaedra was unhappy in her 
love; that of I%asiphae was monstrous; and whilst 
the other caught at Us beloved likeness, he destroyed 
the watery image, which ever alluded his embraces. 
The fountain represented Narcissus to himself, and 
tbe picture both that and him, thirsting after his 
adored image. But 1 am yet less unhappy, 1 enjoy 
her presence contmually, and if I toucn her, I de- 
stroy not the beauteous form, but she looks pleased^ 
VDd a sweet smile sits in the charming space which 
divides iter lips. One would swear niat voke and 
qpeech were issuing out, and that one's ears felt the 
melodious sound. How often have I, deceived by a 
lover's credulity, hearkened if she had not somethmg 
to Mrhisper roe? and wlien frustrated of my hopes, 
how often have I taken my revenge in kissess from 
her cheeks and eyes, and softly wooed her to my 
emlnrace, whilst she (as to me it seemed) only withheld 
her tongue the more to enflame me. But, madmaii 
that I am, shall I be thus taken with the representation 
only of a beauteous face, and flowing hair, and thus 
waste myself and melt to tears for a shadow? Ah, 
sure it is somethmg more, it is a reality ; for see her 
beauties shine out with new lustre, and she seems to 
upbraid me with unkind reproaches. Oh, may I 
have a living mistress of this form, that when 1 shall 
compare the work pf nature with that of art, I may 
be still at a loss whkh to choose, and be long pcr« 
plf xed with the pleasing uncertainty." 
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-~— Bella, horrida heUa ! 

VIBO. JBb. ▼!. 85^ 

— WafB, horrid wars? 

DRYDEN. 

I HAVE sometimes amused myself witb consideriiifi 
the several methods of managing a debate which have 
obtained in the world. 

The first races of mankind used to dispute, as our 
ordinary people do now-a-days, in a kind of wild logic 
uncultivated by rules of art. 

Socrates introduced a catechetical method of aiga- 
ing. He would ask his adversary question upon ques- 
tion, until he had convinced him out of his own mouth, 
that his opinions were wrong. Tliis way of debating 
drives an enemy up into a comer, seizes all the passes 
through which he can make an escape, and forces him 
to surrender at discretion. 

Aristotle changed this method of attack, and in- 
vented a great variety of little weapons, called syl- 
logisms. As in the Socratic way of dbpute you 
agree to every thing your opponent advances; in the 
Aristotelic, you are still denying and contradicting 
some part or other of what he says. Socrates con- 
quers you by stratagem, Aristotle by force. The 
one takes the town by sap, the other sword in 
hand. 

The universities of Europe, for many years, car- 
ried on their debates by syllogism, insomuch that we 
see Ihe knowledge of ^vet^X c«\iV»^ laid out iato 
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objections and answers, and all the good sense of the 
ace cut and minced into almostr an infinitude of dis- 

When our universities found there was no end of 
wrangling this way, they invented a kind of argu- 
ment, which is not reducible to any mood or figure 
in Aristotle. It was called the Argumentum Basi- 
linum (others write it Bacilinum or Baculinum) which 
b pretty well expressed in our English woitl club- 
law. When they were not able to confiite their 
antagonist, they knocked him down. It was their 
metiiod in these polemical debates, first to discharge 
their syllogisms, and afterwards to betake them* 
ielves to their clubs, until sach time as they had one 
way or other confounded their gainsayers. There 
is m Oxford a narrow defile, (to make use' of a mill* 
tary term) where the partisans used to encounter t 
for whidi reason it still retains the name of Lo^c- 
lane. 1 have heard an old gentleman, a physician, 
make his IxxEists, that when ne was a young fellow 
he marched several times at the head of a troop of 
Scotists*, and cudgelled a body of Smiglesiansf, 
half the length of High-street, until t^ey had dis« 
ptersed themselves for shelter into their respective 
garrisons. 

This humour, I find, went very far in Erasmus 9 
time. For that author tells us, that upon the revival 
of Greek letters, most of the universities in Europe 
were divided into Greeks and Trojans. The latter 
were those who bore a mortal enmity to the language 

* The followers of Duns Scotos, a celebrated doctor of the 
schools, who flourished about the year 1300, and from his op« 
poBiiig some ihvoqrite doctrines of Ttiomas Aquinas, rave rise 
to a new party called Scotitits, in opposition to the luoniists, 
or followers of the odier. 

t The followers of M artm Smiglecias, a iamoiis logician «f 
tte I6tb oentttiy* 



flO SPECTATOK. M»23S 

of tbe Grecians, insomuch that if they Inet with av 
who understood it, they did not fail to treat him a 
a foe. Erasmus himself had, it seems, the misfoi 
tune to fell into the hands of a party of Trojans, wfa< 
laid him on with so many blows and bufl^ts that hi 
never foi^got their hostilities to his dying day. 

There b a way of managing an argument no 
much unlike the former, which is made ose of b 
states and communities, when they draw up a ban 
dred thousand disputants on each side, aud convino 
one another by dint of sword. A certain gran 
monarch * was so sensible of his strength in this wa; 
of reasonh^, that he write upon his great guns-^ 
Ratio ultima regum^ * The logic of kings;' hut, Go( 
be thanked, he is now pretty well Imfiled at hi 
own weapons. When one has to do with a phfloso 
pher of this kind, one shouid remember the old ges 
tleman's saying, who had been engaged in an argumenl 
with one of the Roman emperors f . Upon his friendli 
telling him that he wondered he would give up tk 
question, when he had visibly the better of the dis- 
pute; ' I am never ashamed,' says he, ' to be confuted 
by one who is master of fifty legions.' 

I shall but just mention another kind of reasonings 
which may be called arguing by poll ; and anothei 
which is of equal force, in Which wagers are made 
use of as arguments, according to the celebrated line 
in Hudibrast. 

But the most notable way of managing a contro- 
versy, is that which we may call arguing by torture. 
This is a method of reasoning wliich has been made 
use of with the poor refugees, and which was sa 
iashionable in our country during the reign of Queen 
Mary, that in a passage of an author quoted by Moo* 

* Lewis xrv. of France. t The Emperor Adrian. 
t Part 2. c. 1. V. 297. 
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sieur Bayle,- it b said the price 6f wood was raised 
ia Engiaiid, by reason of tlie executions that were 
made in Smithfield ''^. These disputants convince 
their adversaries with a sorites f, commonly called 
a pile of faggots. The rack is also a kind of syllo- 
gism which has been used with good effect, and has 
made multitudes of converts. Men were formerly 
disputed out of their doubts, reconciled to truth by 
force of reason, and won over to opinions by the 
candour, sense, and ingenuity of those who had the 
right on their side; but this method of conviction 
operated too slowly. Pain was found to be much 
more enlightening than reason. Every scruple was 
looked upon as obstinacy, and not to be removed 
but by several engines invented for that purpose. 
In a word, the appUcation of whips, racks, gibbets, 
gallies, dnngeons, fire and faggot, in a dispute, may 
be looked upon as popish refinements upon the old 
heathen logic. 

There is another n'ay of reasoning which seldom 
fails, though it be of a quite different nature to that 
I have last mentioned. I mean, convincmg a man 
by ready money, or as it is ordinarily called, bribing 
a man to an opinion. This method has often proved 
successful, wIm^ all the others ha ye been made use 
of to no purpose. A man who b furnished with ar- 
guments irom tlie nuut, will convince his antagonist 
much sooner than one who draws them from reason 
and philosophy. Gold is a wonderful clearer of 
the understancung; it dissipates every doubt and 
scruple in an instant; accommodates itself to tlie 

* The author quoted is And. Ammonias. See his life in 
Bayle's Diet. — ^Thc Spectator's memory deceived him in ap 
plying the remark, whicli was made in the reign of Henry VIIT. 
it was, however, much more applicable to that of Qaeea 
Mary. 

t A sorites is a heap of propositions throw^ together. 
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meaofst eaiiadties; silences the loud and du 
and brines over the most obstinate and inf 
Philip of Macedon was a man of most iir 
reason this way. He refuted by it all the wis 
Athens, confounded their statesmen, strudL tb 
tors dumb, and at length argued them out of s 
liberties. 

Having here touched upon the several i 
of disputing, as they have prevailed in diffen 
of the world, I shall very suddenly give my re 
account of the whole art of cavilling ; whic 
be a full and satbfactory answer to all such 
and pamphlets as have yet appeared agai 
Spectator, 
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■ AUier wnJUy AmUy Uber, 

MART. Ep. I 

Of mol) materiaky tar^ are books composed* 
^ MR. SPECTATOR, 

< I AM of one of the most genteel trades in i 
and understand thus much of liberal educatio 
have an ardept ambition of being useful to n 
and to tl)ink that the chief end of being, as 
life, I had these good impressions given i 
the handsome behaviour oi a learned, genero 
wealthy man towards me, when I tint bc^ 
world. Some dissatisfaction between me and 

lente nmde me enter mto\x^\S^V^^\^\Ss»VxQf 
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tlian I ought ; and to turn off this uneasiness, I gave 
myself to criminal pleasures, some excesses, and a 
general loose conduct. I know not what the excel- 
lent man above-mentioned saw in me, but he de- 
scended from the superiority of his wisdom and me- 
rit, to throw himself frequently into my coni|)anY. 
This made me soon hope that I had something m 
me worth cultivating, and his conversation made 
me sensible of satisfactions in a regular way, which. 
1 had never before imagined. When he was grown 
iamiliar with me, he opened himself like a good an- 
l^el, and told me, he had long laboured to ripen me 
into a preparation to receive his fiiendship and ad- 
vice, both which I should daily command, and the 
use of anv part of his fortune, to apply the measures 
he should propose to me, tor the improvement of my 
own. I assure you, 1 cannot recollect the goodness 
and confusion of the good man wlien he spoke to this, 
purpose to me, without melting into tears; but in a 
%vord, sir, 1 must hasten to tell you, that my lieart. 
bums with gratitude towards him, and he is so happy. 
9 man, that it can never be in my power to return him 
his favours in kind, but I am sure I have made him tlie 
most agreeable satisfaction I could possibly, in being 
ready to serve others to my utmost abihty, as far as 
is consistent with the prudence he prescribes to me. 
I>ear Mr. Spectator, I do not owe to him only the 
good- will and esteem of my own relations (who are 
people of distinction) the present ease and plenty 
of my circumstances, but also the government of my 
passions, and regulations of my desires. I doubt nor» 
sir, but in your imagination such virtues as these of 
my worthy friend, l)eiur as great a figure as actions 
wliich are more glittering in tlie connnon estima- 
tion. What I would ask of you, is to give us a 
whole S^iectator upim heroic virtue in conuuon life, 
wllkh may incite nici^ to th* saine generous iucliuai' 
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tk>ii8, as hKft by this admirable person been diewn 
tOj and raised in, 

SIR, 

Your most humble servant.' 



* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* I AM a country gentleman, of a good plen* 
liiiil estate, and live as the rest of my nei^boun 
with great hospitality. I have been ever reckoned 
among the ladies the best company in the world, 
and have access as a sort of favourite. I never came 
in public but I saluted them, though in great assem* 
blies, all around; where it was seen how genteeUy 
I avoided hampering my spurs in their petticoat^ 
whilst I moved amongst them ; and on the other side 
how prettDy they curtsied and received me, standhg 
hi proper rows, and advancmg as fast as they saw 
their elders, or their betters, dispatched by me. 
But so it is, Mr. Spectator, that all our good breed- 
hig is of late lost by the unhappy arrival of a cour« 
tier, or town gentleman, who came lately among 
us. This person whenever he came into a room 
made a profound bow, and fell back, then recovered 
with a soft air, and made a bow to the next, and 
so to one or two more, and then took the gross of 
the room, by passing them in a continual bow until 
he arrived at the person he thought proper particu* 
larly to entertain. This he did with so good a grace 
and assurance, that it is taken for the present fa* 
shion; and there is no young gentlewomau within 
several miles of this place has l^en kissed ever since 
his first appearance among us. We country gen* 
tlemen cannot begin again and learn these fine and 
reserved airs; and our conversation is at a stand, 
imtil we have your judgment for or against kisshig 
by way of civiliiy qt «9L\ut&&^Ti\ ^vV^V.^ ioi^ 
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tiently expected by your frieads of both lexes, but 
by none so much as 

Your humble servant, 

BUSTIC sprightly/ 



* MR. SPECTATOR, December 5 If 11* 

* I WAS the other mfjbt at Pliilaster, wher^ 
t expected to hear your famous trunk-maker, but 
was unhappily disappointed of his company^ und 
saw another person who had the like ambition to 
distinguish himself in a noi^ manner, partly by vo^ 
dferation or talking loud, and partly by his bodily 
a^ity. This was a very lusty fellow, but withal a 
sort of beau, who getting into one of the side-boxes 
on the slage before the curtain drew, was disposed 
to shew the whole audience his activky by leaping 
over the spikes: he passed from Ihence to one of 
thie entering doors, where he took snuif with a toler« 
able good grace, displayed his fine clothes, made 
two or three feint passes at the curtain with hjs 
cane, then faced about and appeared at t'other doon 
Here he affected to survey the whole house, bowed 
and smiled at random, and then shewed his teethe 
which were some of them indeed very white. After 
thb he retired behind the curtain, and obliged tiii 
with several views of his person from every oped« 
ing. 

* During the time of acting he iippeared fire* 
quentiy in the prince's apartmeut, made one at the 
hunting-match, and was very forward in the rebeU 
lion*. If there were no injunctions to the con^ 
trary, yet this practice must be confessed to diminish 
the pleasure of the audience, and for that reason t^ 
he presumptuous and unwarrantable; but since her 

^ Pifi«r«Qt scenes ia tbe play of P|ijbpM»% 
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majesty's late commaDd has made it criminal*, yov 
have authority to take notice of it. 

SIR, 

Your humble servant, 

T. CHA&LES EASY. 
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Semperque relinqw 



Sola n6t, semper longum incomitaia videtut 

Ire worn 

VIR6. Mn. hr. 460. 

All sad she seems, .forsaken, and alone; 
And teft to wand^ ^de thhragli paths onknown. 

p. 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Though you have considered virtuous love 
most of its distresses, I do not remember that ;< 
have given us any dissertation upon Ihe absence 
lovers, or laid down any methods how they sho« 
support themselves under those long separatio 
which they are sometimes forced to undergo. I a 
at present in this unhappy circumstance, havi 
parted with the best of husbands, who is abroad 
the service of his country, and may not possil 
return for some years. His warm and generous : 
fection while we were together, with the tendero 
which he expressed to me at parting, make his s 
sence almost insupportable. I think of him em 

* In the play-bills about tliis time there was this dai 
^ By her m^yes^'s command no person is to be adwitU»d 
hind the scenes.' • • ''- 
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moment of the day, and meet him every iiij^ht in 
my dreams. Every thing I see puts me in mind of 
liim. I apply myself with more than ordinary dili- 
gence to the care of his family and his estate; but 
this instead of relieving me, gives me but so many 
occasions of wishing for his return. I frequent the 
rooms where I used to converse with him, and not 
meeting him there, sit down in his chair and fall a 
weeping. I love to read the books he delighted in, 
and to converse with the persons whom he esteemed. 
1 visit his picture a hundred times a day, and place 
myself over-against it whole hours together. I pass 
a great part of my time in the walks where I used 
to lean upon his arm, and recollect in my mind tl^ 
discourses which have there passed between us: I 
look over the several prospects and points of view 
which we used to survey together, fix my eye upon 
the objects which he has made me take notice of; 
and call to mind a thousand agreeable remarks which 
he has made on those occasions. I write to him by 
every conveyance, and contrary to otlier people, am 
always in good-humour when an east-wind blows, 
because it seldom faib. of bringing me a letter from 
him. Let me intreat you, sir, to give me your advice 
upon tliis occasion, and to let me know how I may 
relieve myself in this my widowhood. 

I am, SIR, 
Your most humble servant, 

ASTERIA.' 

Absence is what the poets call death in love, and^ 
has given occasion to abundance of beautiful com- 
plaints in those authors who have treated of this 
passion in verse. Ovid's Epistles are full of them. 
Otway's Mouimia talks very tenderly upon this sub- 
ject: 

VOL. JX, U 
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— It ufis not kind 

To lea^e me like a turtle here alonc^ 
To droop and mourn the absence of my mate. 
When thou ait from mc, every place is desert > 
And I, methinks, am savage and ibrlonk 
Thy presence only 'tis can make me blest. 
Heal my unquiet mind, and tone my soul. 

ORPHAN, Act. IL 

Th^ consolations of lovers on these occasions are 
■trery extraordinary. Besides those mentioned by As- 
teria, there are many other motives of comfort %/haidi 
mre made use of by absent lovers* 

I remember in one of Scudery's Romances, a cob- 
pie of honourable lovers agreed at their parting to 
set aside one half hour in the day to tliink of each 
ether during a tedious absence. The romance telis 
us, that they both of them punctually observed the 
time thus agreed upon; and that whatever conpauy 
or business they were engaged in, they left it abrupt- 
ly as soon as the clock warned them to retire, llie 
romance further adds, that the lovers expected the 
return of this stated hour with as much impatience, 
as if it had been a real assignation, and enjoyed an 
imaginary happiness, that was almost as pleasing to 
tliem as what they would have found from a real 
meeting. It was an inexpressible satisfaction to these 
divided lovers, to be assured that each was at tlie 
same time employed in the same kind of contem- 
plation, and making equal returns of tenderness and 
affection. 

If I may be allowed to mention a more serious ex- 
pedient for the alleviating of absence, I shall take 
notice of one which I have known two persons prac- 
tise, who joined religion to that elegance of senti- 
ment with which the passion of love generally in- 
spires its votaries. This was, at the return of such 
an hour, to offer up a certain prayer for each other, 
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which they had agreed upon before their partiog. 
The husband, who is a man that makes a hgure ia 
the poUte world as well as in hb own family, has 
often told me, that he could not have supported an 
absence of three years without this expedient 

Strada, in one of his Prolusions*, gives an account 
of a chimerical correspondence between two friends 
by the help of a certain load-stone, which had such 
virtue in it, that if it touched two several needlesp 
when one of the needles so touched began to move, 
the other, though at never so great a distance, moved 
at the same time, and in the same manner. He tells 
us, that the two friends being each of them possessed 
of one of these qeedles, made a kind of diaWplate^ 
inscribing it with the four-and-twenty letters, ioi 
the same manner as the hours of the day are marked 
upon the ordinary dial-plate. They then fixed omt 
of the m^dies on each of these plates in such a 
manner, that it could move round without impedi- 
ment, so as to touch any of the four-and-twenty 
letters. Upon their separating from one another into 
distant countries, tiiey agreed to withdraw them- 
selves punctually into their closets at a. certain hour 
of the day, and to converse with one another by 
means of this their invention. Accordingly when 
they were some hundred miles asunder, each of them 
shut himself up in his closet at the time appointed, 
and immediately cast his eye upon his dial-plate. If 
he had a mind to write any thing to his friend, he 
directed his needle to every letter that formed the 
words which he had occasion for, making a little 
pause at the end of every word or sentence, to avoid 
confusion. The friend in the ineanwhile saw his 
own sympathetic needle moving of itself to every 
letter which that of his correspondent pointed at* 

* lib. ii. prol. ^. 
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By this means they talked together across a whole 
continent, and conveyed their thoughts to one ano- 
ther in an instant over cities or mountains, seas or 
deserts. 

If Monsieur Scudery, or any other writer of ro- 
mance, had introduced a necromancer, who is gene- 
rally in the train of a knight-errant, making a pre- 
sent to two lovers of a couple of these above- 
mentioned needles, the reader would not have 
been a little pleased to have seen them correspond- 
ing with one another when they were guarded by 
spies and watches, or separated by cashes and ad- 
ventures. 

, In the meanwhile, if ever this invention sbooM 
be revived or put in practice, I would propose that 
upon the lover's dial-plate there should be written 
not only the four-and- twenty letters, but several 
ttitire words which have always a place in passionate 
qfNstles; as flames, darts, die, language, absence, 
Cupid, heart, eyes, hang, drown, and the like. This 
would very much abridge the lover's pains in this 
way of wnting a letter, as it would enable him to 
express the most useful and significant words with a 
single touch of the needle. C. 
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Creditury ex medio quia res arceuit, habere 
Sudoris mimmum — 

HOR. 2 Bp. 1. 1(18. 

To write on vulgar tibemes, is thought an easy ta^. 
' MR. SPECTATOR, 

* Your speculations do not so generally prevail over 
men's manners as I could wish. A former paper of 
yotir's concerning the misbehaviour of people, who 
are necessarily in each other's company in travelling, 
ought to have been a lasting admonition against trans- 
gressions of that kind. But I had the fate of your 
quaker, in meeting with a rude fellow in a stage- 
coach, who entertained two or three women of us 
(for there was no man besides himself) with language 
as indecent as ever was heard upon the water. The 
impertinent observations which the coxcomb made 
upon our shame and confusion were such, that it is 
an mispeakable grief to reflect upon them. ^Vs much 
as you have declaimed against duelling, I hope you 
will do us the justice to declare, that if the brute has 
courage enough to send to the place where he saw U9 
all alight together to get rid of him, there is not one 
of us but has a lover wlio shall avenge the insult. 
It would certainly be worth your consideration, to 
look into the frequent misfortunes of this kind, to 
which the modest and innocent are exposed, by 
the licentious beliaviour of such as are as much 
strangers to good-breeding as to virtue. Could wi^ 
avoid bearing what we do not approve^ a# c?u»Uy ^. 

f 2 



222 «PECTATOK, . NO 242. 

we can seeing what is disagreeable, there were some 
ccmsolation ; but since in a box at a play, in an 
assembly of ladies, or even in a pew at charcfa, it ii 
in the power of a gross coxcomb to utter what t 
woman cannot avoid hearing, how miserable is her 
condition who eomes within the power of such im- 
pertinents ? and how necessary is it to repeat invec- 
tives against such a behaviour ? If the licentious had 
not utterly foi|;ot what it is to be modest, they wquM 
know that ofrended modesty labours under one of 
the greatest sufferings to which human life can be 
exposed. If these brutes could reflect thus much, 
though they want shame they would be moved by 
their pity, to abhor an impudent behaviour in the 
presence of the chaste and innocent. If you will 
oblige us with a Spectator on this subject, and pro- 
cure it to be pastecl against every stage-coach in Great 
Britain as the law of the journey, you will highly 
oblige the whole tex, for which you have professed 
80 great an esteem ; and in particular, the two ladies 
my late fellow-sufferers, and, 

SIR, 

Your most humble servant, 

BEBECCA BIDINGHOOB/ 



* MB. SPECTATOB, 

' The matter which I am now going to send 
you, is an unhappy story in low life, and will re- 
commend itself, so that you must excuse the manner 
of expressing it. A poor idle drunken weaver m 
Spital-fields has a faithful laborious wife, who by her 
frugality and industry had laid by her as much money 
as purchased her a ticket m the present lottery. She 
had hid this very privately in the bottom of a trunk, 
and had given her number to a friend and confidant, 
who- had promised to keep the secret, and bring 



I 
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her news of the success. The poor adventurer was 
one day gone abroad, when her careless husband, 
suspecting she had saved some money, searches every 
comer, till at length he finds this same ticket; which 
hie immediately carries abroad, sells, and squanders 
away the money without the wife's suspecting an^ 
thing of the matter. A day or two after this, this 
friend, who was a woman, comes and brings the wife 
word, that she had a benefit of five hundred pounds. 
The poor creature overjoyed, flies up stairs to her 
husband, who was then at work, and desires him to 
leave his loom for that evening, and come and drink 
with a friend of his and her's below. The man re- 
ceived this cheerful invitation as bad husbands some- 
titues do, and after a cross word or two, told her he 
wou'dn't come. His wife with tenderness renewed her 
importunity, and at length said to him, *^ My love ! 
I have within these few months, unknown to you, 
scraped together as much money as has bought us a 
ticket in the lottery, and now here is Mrs. Quick 
come to tell me, that it is come up this morning a 
live hundred pound prize." The husband replies 
immediately, " You lie, you slut, you have no 
ticket, for I have sold it." The poor woman upon 
this fkints away in a fit, recovers, and is now rim 
distracted. As she had no design to defraud her 
husband, but was willing only to participate in Kis 
good fortune, every one pities her, but thinks her 
husband's punishment but just. This, sir, is a mat- 
ter of fact, and would, if the persons and circum- 
stances were greater, in a well- wrought play be called 
Beautiful Distress. I have only sketched it out with 
chalk, and know a good hand can make a moving 
picture with worse materials. 

SIB, &c.' 
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< MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ I AM what the world calls a waim fellow* 
and by good success in trade I have raised nyself to 
m capacity of making some figure in the world ; bul 
no matter for tliat. I have now under my guar- 
dianship a couple of nieces, who will certainly 
make me nm mad ; which you will not wonder at. 
when I tell you they are female virtuosos, and dur- 
mg the three years and a half that I have had them 
under my care, they never in the least inclined their 
thoughts towards any one single part of the charac- 
ter of a notable woman. Whilst they should have 
heen considering the proper ingredients for a sack- 
posset, you should hear a dispute concerning the 
magnetic virtue of the loadstone, or perhaps tbt 
pressure of the atmospliere. Their language is pe- 
culiar to themselves, and they scorn to express tliem- 
selvcs on tlie meanest trifle with words that are not 
of a Latin derivation. But this were sup|>ortabIe 
Mill, would they suffer me to enjoy an uninterrupted 
Ignorance ; but unless I fall in with their abstracted 
ideas of things (as tliey call them) I must not ex- 
f>ect to smoke one pipe in quiet. In a late fit of 
the gout I complained of the pain of that dbtem- 
))er, when my niece Kitty begged leave to assure 
me, that whatever I might think, several great phi- 
losophers, both ancient and modern, were of opi- 
nion, that both pleasure and pain were imaginary 
distinctions, and that there was no such thing as 
either in rejourn naturd, 1 have often heard them 
affirm that the fire was not hot; and one day when 
I, with the authority of an old fellow, desired one 
of them to put my blue cloke on my knees, she an- 
swered, *' Sir, I will reach the cloke; but take no- 
tice, I do not do it as allowing your description; 
for it might as well be called yeUow as bUie; for 
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colour is nothing but the various infractions of the 
ra^s of the sun." Miss Molly told me one day, that 
to say snow was white, is allowing a vulgar error ; 
for as it contains a great quantity of nitrous parti- 
cles, it might more reasonably be supposed to be 
black. In short the young husseys would persuade 
me, that to believe one's eyes is a sure way to be 
deceived; and have often advised me, by no means 
to trust any thing so ^lUible as my senses. What I 
have to beg of you now b, to turn one speculation 
to the due regulation of female literature, so far at 
least, as to msike it consistent with the quiet of such 
whose late it is to be liable to its insults ; and to 
tell us the difference between a gentleman that should 
make cheese-cakes and raise a paste, and a lady that 
reads Locke, and understands the mathematics. In 
which you will extremely oblise 

Your hearty friend and humble servant, 

T. ABRAHAM THRIFTY.' 
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Formam quidem ipMm^ MarceJUi, et tanquamfaciem honestt 
vides: qua si ocuUs eemeretur, miralnlea amorea (ut ait Plato/ 
€xcUar€t si^^ientuB,- 

TULL. Offlc. 

You see, my son Marcus, virtue as if it were embodied, 
"which if itconid be made the object of sight, would (as Plato 
says) excite in us a wonderful love of wisdom* 

I DO not remember to have read any discourse writ- 
ten expressly upon the beauty and loveliness of vir- 
tue, without conaidering it as a duty, and at th« 
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means of making us happy both now and hereailec. 
I design therefore this speculation as an essay upon 
that subject, in which 1 shall consider virtue no far« 
ther than as it is in itself of an aniabie nature, after 
having premised, that 1 understand by the word vir- 
tue such a general notion as is affixed to it by the 
writers of morality, and which by devout men gene- 
rally goes under the name of religion, and by men 
•f the world under the name of honour. 

Hypocrisy itself does great honour, or rather jus* 
ticep to reli^n, and taciUy acknowledges it to be an 
ornament to human nature. The hypocrite would 
not be at so much pains to put on the appearance 
ef virtue, if he did not know it was the most proper 
and eilectual means to gain tlie love and esteem of 
mankind. 

We learn from Hierocles, it was a common saying 
among the heathens, that the wise man hates no body, 
but only loves the virtuous. 

TuUy has a very beautiful gradation of thoughts 
to shew how amiable virtue is. ' We love a virtuous 
man/ says he, * who lives in the remotest parts of 
the earth, though we are altogether out of the reach 
of his virtue, and can receive from it no manner 
of benefit/ Nay, one who died several years ago, 
raises a secret fondness and benevolence for him in 
our minds, when we read his story. Nay, what is 
still more, one who has been the enemy of our coun- 
try, provided his wars were regulated by justice 
and humanity, as in the instance of Pynhus, whom 
Tully mentions on this occasion in opposition to Han- 
nibal. Such is the natural beauty and lovehneiss of 
virtue. 

Stoicism, which was the pedantry of virtue, ascribes 
all good qualifications of what kind soever to the 
virtuous man. Accoidin^^ C«Lto> in the cbaracler 
TuUy has left of Vdm, ctrnA maX\»% v^ ^^ ^^ca^vVik 
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would not alkyw any one but a virtuous man to be 
haudsome. I'his indeed looks more like a plritoso- 
pbkal rant than the real opinion of a wise man ; yet 
this was what Cato very seriously maintained. In 
sihort, the Stoics thoagkt they could not sufficiently 
represent the excellence of virloe, if they did not 
comprehend in the notion of il all possible perfec- 
tions; and therefore did not only suppose, that it wa« 
transcendeutly beautifal in itself, but that it made the 
very body amiaUe, and banished every kind of de- 
formity from the person in whom it resided. 

It is a comitton observation, that the most aban- 
doned to all sense of goodness, are apt to wish those 
who are related to them of a different character: 
and it is very observable, that none are more struck 
with the charms of virtue in the fair sex, than those 
who by their very admiration of it are carried to a 
desire of ruming it. 

A virtuous mind in a fair body is indeed a fine 
pictOTe in a good light, and therefore it is no wonder 
that it makes the beautiful sex all over charms. 

As virtue in general is of an amiable and lovely 
nature, there are some particular kinds of it which 
are more so tlian others, and these are such as dis- 
|)ese us to do good to mankhid. Temperance and 
abstinence, faith and devotion, are in themselves 
perhaps as laudable as any other virtues ; but those 
whidimakea man popular and beloved, are justice, 
charity, munificence, and, in short, all the good qua- 
lities that render us beneficial to each other. For 
this reason even an extravs^ant man, who has no- 
thing else to recommend him but a false generosity, 
is often more beloved and esteemed than a person 
of a much more finished character, who is defective 
in this particular. 

The two great ornaments of virtue, which' shew 
berio Aemo$t advaitageoiii ^ricwa^ vA m^^Xw:^ 
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altogether lovely, are clieerfulness and good-natme 
These generally go together, as a man cannot be 
agreeable to others who is not. easy within himsetf 
Tliey are both very requisite in a virtuous mind 
to keep out melancholy from the many seriooi 
thoughts it is engaged in, and to hinder its naturi 
hatr^ of vice from souring into severity and censo 
riousness. 

If virtue b of this amiable miture, what can wi 
think of those who can look upon it with an eye oi 
hatred and ill-will, or can sufl^r their aversion for s 
party to blot out all the merit of the person who e 
engaged in it? A man must be excessively stujwi 
as well as uncharitable, who believes that there i 
no virtue but on his own side, and that there an 
not men as honest as himself who may differ froo 
him in political principles. Men may oppose on 
another in some particulars, but ought not to cair 
their hatred to those qualities which are of so amiii 
ble a nature in themselves, and have nothing to d 
with the points in dispute. Men of virtue, thoi^ 
of difterent interests, ought to consider themsdvc 
as more nearly united with one another, than witi 
the vicious part of mankind, who embark with thei 
in the same civU concerns. We 3hould bear the san 
love towards a man of honour who is a livins ai 
tagonist, which TuUy tells us in the forementione 
passage, every one naturally does to an enemy du 
is dead. In short, we should esteem virtue though i 
a foe, and abhor vice though in a friend. 

I speak this with an eye to those cruel treatmcn 
which men of all sides are apt to give the characte 
of those who do not agree with them. How mai 
persons of undoubted probity and exemplary virtu 
on either side, are blackened and defamed? Ho 
many men of honour exposed to public obloquy ai 
reproach? Thoae thsidoi^ ^\i^ %xft ^^dasl \bft i 
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struments or abettors in such infernal dealings, onght 
to be looked upon as persons who make use of reli* 
gion to promote their cause, not of their cause to pro^ 
mote reUgion. C. 
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Judex et cdUidus aud'u, 

HOR. 3 Stt. viL 101. 

Ajudge of painting you, a connoiaseor. 

' MB. SPECTATOR, Covent Garden, Dec. 7. 

* I CANNOT, without a double injustice, forbeeu' ex- 
pressing to you the satisfaction which a whole clan 
of virtuosos have received from, those hints which 
;you have lately given the town on the cartoons of 
the inimitable Raphael. It should metliinks be the 
business of a Spectator to improve the pleasures of 
sight, and there cannot be a more immediate way 
to it than recommending the study and observation 
of excellent drawings and pictures. When I first 
went to view those of Raphael which you have cele- 
brated, I must confess I was but barely pleased ; the 
next time I Uked tliem better, but at last as I grew 
better acquainted with them, I fell deeply yi love 
with them ; like wise speeches, they sunk deep into 
mv heart: for you know, Mr. Spectator, that a man 
of wit may extremely affect one for the present, but 
if he has not discretion, his merit soon vanbhes away : 
while a wise man that has not so great a stock of 
wit, shall nevertheless give you a far greater an4 
more lasting satisfaction. Just so it i& ici ^ ^\s.\>».^ 
VOL. jx. X 
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tint is smartly touched, but not well studied ; oue 
may call it a witty picture, though the painter in 
ti^ mean time may be in danger of beiqg called a 
fool. On the other hand, a picture tint k tho- 
roughly understood in the whole, and well per- 
formed id the 4)articulars, that is begun on the 
foundation of geometry, carried on by tlie rules of 
perspective, architecture, and anatomy, and perfect- 
ed by a good harmony, a just and natural colour* 
ing, and such passions and expressions of the mind 
as are almost peculiar to Ri^>faael ; this it what you 
may justly style a wise fNcture, and which seldom 
fails to strike us dumb, until we can assemble all 
our faculties to make but a tolerable judgment upon 
it. Other pictures are made for the eyes only, as 
rattles are made for children's ears; and certainly 
that picture that only pleases the eye, without re* 
presenting some well-chosen part of nature or other, 
does but shew what fine colours are to be sold at 
the colour-shop, and mocks the works of the Crea* 
tor. If the best imitator of nature is not to be 
esteemed the best painter, but he that makes the 
greatest show and glare of colours; it will neces- 
sarily follow, that he who can array himself in the 
most gaudy draperies is best drest, and he that caa 
speak loudest tlie best orator. Every man when he 
looks on a picture should examine it according to 
that share oi reason he is master of, or he will be in 
danger €if making a wrong judgment. If men when 
they walk abroad would make more frequent obaer* 
yatk)ns on those beauties of nature which every mo- 
ment present themselves to their view, they would 
foe better judges when they saw her well imitated 
at home. This would help to correct those errors 
which most pretenders fall into, who are ovar hasty 
in their judgments, and will not stay to let reason 
€0me ja for a share Vatk^dfi«i»ffyBu, \Xm &c want 



of this that men mbtake in this case, and in coniuoii 
life, a wM exttaTagant pencil for one that b truly 
bold and great, an impudent feUow for a man of 
tme courage and bravery, baity and unreasonable 
actions for enterprises of spirit and resolution, gaudy 
colouring for that wbidi is truly beautiful, a false 
and msinuating diseourse for simple truth elegantly 
recommended. The parallel will hold through all 
Ae parts of life and painting too; and tlie virtuosos 
i^ve-mentioned will be glad to see you draw it 
whb your terms of art. As the shadows in a pic> 
tnre represent the serious or melancholy, so the Kghts 
do the bright and lively thoughts. As there should 
be but one forcible light in a picture which should 
catch the eye and faW on the hero, so there should 
be but one object of our love, even the Author of 
nature. These and the like reflections, well iuK 
proved, might very much contribute to open tlie 
beauty of that art, and mevent young people from 
being poisoned by the ill gusto of an extravagant 
workman that should be imposed upon us. 

I am, SIR, 
Your most humble servant.' 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ Though I am a woman, yet I am one of 
those wlio confess themselves highly pleased with a 
speculation you obliged the world with some time 
ago, from an old Greek poet you call Simonides^ in 
relation to the several natures and distinctions of our 
own sex. I could not but admire bow justly tlie 
characters of women in this age its^ll in with the 
times of Simonides,- there being no one of those 
aorts I have not at some time or other of my life met 
with a sample of. But, sir, the subjects of this pre-> 
aent address are a set of women, comprehended, I 
Mnk, m tbe oialb spede»^ ^SbsA^^^^st&fs^ ^aiStA 

'. 
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the Apes ; tiie description of whom I find to be, 
* That they are such as are both ugly and ill-oi- 
tured, who have nothing beautiful themselves, and 
endeavour to detract from, or ridicule every thing 
that appears so in others.' Now, sir, thb sect, as I 
have been told, is very frequent in the great town 
where you live; but as my circumstance of life 
obliges nie to reside altogether in the country, 
though not many miles from London, I cannot have 
met with a great number of them, nor indeed is it a 
desirable acquaintance, as I have lately found by 
experience. You must know, sir, that at the be- 
ginning of this summer a family of these apes came 
and settled for the season not far from the place 
where I live. As they were strangers in the coun- 
try, they were visited by the ladies about them, of 
whom I was one, with an humanity usual in those 
who pass most of their time in solitude. The apes 
lived with us very agreeably our own way until to- 
wards the end of the summer, when they b^an to 
bethink themselves of returning to town; then it 
was, Mr. Spectator, that they began to set them- 
selves about the proper and distinguishing business 
of their character; and as it is said of evil spirits, 
that they are apt to carry away a piece of the house 
they are about to leave, the apes, without regard to 
common mercy, civility, or gratitude, thought fit to 
mimic and fall foul on tlie faces, dress, and behaviour 
of their innocent neighbours, bestowing abominable 
censures and disgraceful appellations, commonly 
called nick-names, on all of them ; and in short, 
like true fine ladies, made their honest plainness and 
sincerity matter of ridicule. I could not but acquaint 
you with these grievances, as well at the desire of 
all tile parties injured, as from my own inclination. 
J hope, sir, if you cannot propose entirely to reform 
tbis evil, you will take sucVx uoVk^ oii '\\. 'v\ %«yooA of 
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your future speculations, as may put tlie deserving 
part of our sex <Mithdr guard against these creatures; 
and at the same time the apes may be sensiUe, that 
thb sort of mirth is so far ^m an innocent diver- 
sion, that it is in the highest degree that vice wbkb 
is said to comprehend all others. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble servant, 

T. CONSTANTIA FIELD.' 
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HOR.AnPoct.v.33t. 
Fictions, to please, shoidd wear the face of tmtb. 

• * 

There is nothing which one regards so much with 
an eye of mirth and pity as innocence, when it has in 
it a dash of folly. At the same time that one esteems 
the virtue, one is tempted to laugh at the simplicity 
which accompanies it. When a man is maae up 
wholly of the dove, without the least grain of the 
serpent in his composition, he becomes ridiculous in 
many circumstances of life, and very often discredits 
bis best actions. The Cordeliers tell a story of 
their founder St. Francis, that as he passed the 
streets in 'the dusk of the evening, he discovered a 
young fellow with a maid in a comer ; upon which 
the good man, say thev, lifted up his hands to heaven 
with secret thanksgiving, that there was still so 
much Christian chanty in the world. The inno- 
cence of the saint made him mbtake the kiss of the 
lover for a salute of charity. 1 am heartily con- 
€ened when I see a vktuooa VManri^KtfyiX :^ ^5iNav' 
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peteiit knowledge of the worid ; and if there be any 
use in these my papers, it is this, that without repre- 
senting vice under any false alluring notions, they 
give my reader an insight into the ways of men, and 
represent human nature in all its changeable colours. 
The man who has not been engaged in any of the 
follies of the world, or, as Shakqpieare expresses it, 
^ hackney *d in the ways of men,' may here find a 
picture of its follies and extravagancies. The vir- 
tuous and the innocent may know in speculation 
what they could never arrive at by practice,' and by 
this means avoid the snares of tiie crafty, the cor- 
ruptions of the vicious, and the reasonings of the 
prejudiced. ' Their minds may be opened without 
being vitiated. 

It is with an eye to my following correspondent, 
Mr. Timothy Doodle, who seems a very well-mean- 
ing man, that I have written this short preface, to 
which I shall subjoin a letter from the said Mr. 
Doodle. 

*SIR, 

' I COULD heartily wish that you would let 
us know your opinion upon several innocent diver . 
sions which are in use among us, and which are 
very proper to pass away a winter ni^ht for those 
who do not care to throw away their time at an 
opera, or at the play-house. I would gladly know 
in particular, what notion you have of hot-cockles ; 
as also, whether you think that questions und com- 
mands, mottoes, similies, and cross purposes, have 
not more mirth and wit in them than those pub- 
lic diversions which are grown so very fashionable 
among us. If you would recommend to our wives 
and daughters, who read your papers with a great 
deal of pleasure, somci of those sports and pastimes; 
tb9t may be practised mtVua d(iot^> 9xAVi>is«t^3Kr 
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we who are masters of families sliould be 
Iv obliged to you. 1 need not tell you thajkl 
1 have these sports and pastimes not only merry 
innocent; for which reason I have not men- 
d either whisk or lanterloo, nor indeed so much 
le-and-thirty. After having communicated to 
my request upon this subject, I will be so free 
> tell you how my wife and I pass away these 
us winter evenings with a great deal of plea- 
Though she.be young and handsome, and 
-hunxoured to a miracle, she does not care for 
iiig abroad like others of her sex. There is a 
friendly man, a colonel in the army, whom I 
nightily obliged to for his civilities, that comes 
e me almost every night ; for he is not one of 
giddy young fellows that cannot live out of 
y-house. When we are- together, we very often 
: a party at Blind-man's Buff, which is a sport 
I Uke the better, because there is a good deal 
lercise in it. The colonel and I are blinded by 
, and you would laugh your heart out to see 
pains rov dear takes to hoodwink us, so that it 
possible for us to see the least glimpse of light, 
poor colonel sometimes hits his nose against a 
and makes us die witli laughing. . I have ge- 
ly tlie good luck not to hurt myself, but am 
often above half an hour before I can catch 
r of tliem ; for you must know we hide ourselves 
nd down in comers, that we may have the more 
. I only give you this hint as a sample of such 
«nt diversions as I would have you recommend : 

im, 

Most esteemed SIR, . 

Your ever loving friend, 

TIMOTHY boodle/ 
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Tbe folIowiDg letter was oceasioned by my last 
Thursday's paper upon the absence of lovers, and 
the methods therein mentioned of making such ab- 
sence supportable. 

* SIR, 

* Among the several ways of consolation 
which absent lovers make use of while their souls 
are in that state of departure, which yon say is death 
in love, there are some very material ones that have 
escaped your notice. Among these, the first and 
most received is a crooked shilling, which has ad- 
ministered great comfort to our forefathers, .and is 
itill made use of on this occasion with very good ef* 
feet in most parts of her majesty's dominions. There 
are some, I know, who think a crown piece cut mto 
two equaJ parts, and preserved by the distant lovers, 
is of more sovereign virtue than the former. But 
since opinions are divided in this particular;, why 
may not tlie same persons make use of both ? The 
figure of a heart, whether cut in stone or cast iu me* 
tal, whether bleeding upon an altar, stuck with darts^ 
or held in the hnnd of a Cupid, has always been 
looked upon as talismanic in distresses of this na- 
ture. I am acquainted with many a brave fellow, 
who carries his mistress in the Ud of his snuffbox, 
and by that expedient has supported liimself under 
the absence of a whole campaign. For my own part, 
I have tried all these remedies, but never found so 
much benefit from any as from a ring, in which my 
mistress's hair is plaited together very artificially in a 
kind of true-lover s knot. As I have received great 
benefit from this secret, I think myself obliged to 
communicate it to the public for the good of my fel« 
low-subjects. I desire you will add this letter as an 
appeadiji to your consolations upon absence, and am 



V 245. SPSCTATOll. ftij 

I shall conclude this paper with a letter from an 
university gentleman, occasioned by my last Tues- 
day's paper, wherein I gave some account of the 
great feuds which happened formerly in those learned 
KodieSy between the modem Greeks and Trojan;s. 

* SIR, 

* This will give you to understand, that there 
is at present in the society whereof I am a member, 
a very considerable body of Trojans, who, upon a 
proper occasion, would not fail to declare ourselves. 
In the .mean while we do all we can to annoy our 
enemies by stratagem, and are resolved by the 6rst 
opportunity to attack Mr. Joshua Barnes*, whom 
ive look upon as the Achilles of the opposite party. 
As for myself, I have had the reputation ever since 
I came from school, of being a trusty Trojan, and am 
resolved never to give quarter to the smallest parti- 
cle of Greek, wherever 1 chance to meet it. It is 
for this reason I take it very ill of you, that you 
sometimes hang out Greek colours at the head of 
your paper, and sometimes give a word of the enemy 
even in the body of it When I meet with any thing 
of this nature, I throw down your speculations upon 
the table, with that form of words which we make 
use of when we declare war upon an author, 

Gr^Bcum ett, non potest Z^i. 

I give you this hint, that you may for the future ab* 
stain from any such hostilities at your peril. 

C. TEOILUS. 

* The noted Greek profeuor of the university of Cainbrid|SQ. 
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- O&c a^ eroi yt «a7^ ^v Inimrtt nt|X«v;> 

HOM . Ilhid. XTi. 38; 

No amorous hero ever gave thee birth, 
Kor ever tender goddess brought thee forth : 
Some nipged rock's hard enfruls gave thee forni^ 
And raging seas produc'd tbee in a storm : 
A soul well suiting thy tempestuous kmd. 
So rough thy manners^ so untam'd thy wiadm 

POPE. 

* ME. SPBCTATOB, 

* As your paper is part of the equipage of tbt 
tearlable, I conjure you to print what I now write 
to you ; for I have no other way to coramuincate 
what I have to say to the fair sex od the most inh 
portant circumstance of life, even ' the care of chal- 
dren/ I do not understand that you profess yoor 
paper is always to consist of matters whirh are only 
to entertain the learned and |)olite, but that it may 
agree witli your design to publish some which may 
tend to the information of mankind in general ; and 
when it does so, you do more than writing wit and 
humour. Give me leave then to tell you, that of 
all the abuses that ever you have as vet endeavoured 
to ref(»rm, certainly not one wanted so much your 
assistance as the abuse in nursing of children. It is 
unmerciful to see, that a woman endowed with all 
the perfections and blessings of nature can, as soon 
as she is delivered, turn off her innocent, tender, and 
helpless infant, and give it u^ to a woman that is 
(tea thousand to one^ i»»i1ihftt m V«»^ ^osast ^^s^ 
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conditioD, neither sound in mind nor body, that has 
petther honour nor rejiutation, neither love nor pitj 
for the poor babe, but more regard for the money 
than for the whole child, and never will take farther 
care of it than what by all the encouragement of mo- 
ney and presents she is forced to ; like .£sop's earth, 
which would not nurse the plant of another ground, 
fdthough never so much improved, by reason that 
plant was not of its own production. And since 
another's child is no more natural to a nurse, than a 
plant to a strange and different ground, how can it 
be supposed that the child sliould thrive ; and if it 
thrives, must it not imbibe the gross humours and 
qualities of the nurse, like a plant in a different 
ground, or like a graft upon a different stock ? Do 
not we observe, that a lamb sucking a goat changes 
very much its nature, nay even its skin and wool 
into tlie coat kind ? The power of a nurse over a 
child, by mfusing into it with her milk her qualities 
and diq^tion, is sufficiently and daily observed. 
Hence came that M saying concerning an ill-4iatured 
and malicious fellow, that '* he had imbibed his ma- 
lice with his nurse's milk, or that some brute or other 
bad been his nurse.'' Hence Romulus and Remus 
were said to have been nursed by a wolf; Telephus 
the son of Hercules bv a hind; Pelias the son of Nep- 
tune by a mare ; and iEgisthus by a goat ; not that 
they had actually sucked such creatures, as some 
lompletons have imagined, but that their nurses had 
been of such a nature and tenqper, and infused such 
into them. 

' Many instances may be produced from good au- 
thorities and daily experience, that children actually 
puck in the several passions and depraved inclina- 
tions of their nurses, as anger, malice, fear, melan- 
choly, sadness, desire, and aversion. This Diodorus, 
M|>».2» witnen^ when be speaks, tsKjio^ tbal ^^x^ 
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the Emperor's nurse had been very mnch addicted 
to drinking; which habit Nero received from his 
nurse, and was so very particular in this, that the 
people took so much notice of it, as instead of Tibe- 
rius Nero, they called him Biberius Mero. The 
same Diodorus also relates of Caligula, predecessor 
to Nero, that hb nurse used to moisten tlie nipples 
of her breast frequently with blood, to make Cali- 
gula take the better hold of them : which, says Dio- 
dorus, was the cause that made him so blood-thirsty 
and cruel all his life-time af^er, that he not only 
committed frequent murder by his own hand, bat 
likewise wislied that all human kind wore but one 
neck, tliat he might have the pleasure to cut it off. 
Such like degeneracies astonish the parents, who 
not knowing after whom- the child can take, see one 
incline to stealing, another to drinking, cruelty, stu- 
pidity; yet all these are not minded. Nay, it is 
easy to demonstrate, that a child, although it \ye bora 
from the l>est of parents, may be corrupted by an 
ill-tempered nurse. How many children do we see 
daily brought into tits, consumptions, rickets, &c. 
merely by sucking their nurses when in a fiasaion 
or fury ? But indeed almost any disorder of die nurse 
is a disorder to the child, and few nurses can be 
found in this town but what labour under somt 
distemper or other. The first question that is ge> 
nerally asked a young woman that wants to be a 
nurse, why she should be a nurse to other people's 
cliildren, is answered, by her having an ill liusb«ind, 
and that she must make shift to live. I think now 
this very answer is enough to give any body a shock 
if* duly considered ; for an ill husband may,- or ten 
to one if he does not, bring home to his wife an ill 
distemper, or at least vexation and disturbance. 
Besides, as she takes the child out of mere necessity, 
bar food will be accotdm^) ox ^^a^^vrj ^m^sMtt 
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best; whence proceeds an ill-concocted and coarse 
food for the child ; for as the blood, so is the milk ; 
and hence I am very well assured proceeds the 
scurvy, the evil, and many other disteni|)ers. I beg 
of you for the sake of the many poor infants that 
may and will be saved by weighing this case seri- 
ously, to exhort the people with the utmost vehe- 
mence, to let the children suck their own mothers, 
both for the benefit of mother and child. For the 
general . argument, that a mother is weakened by 
giving suck to her children, is vain and simple. 1 
will maintain that the mother grows stronger by it, 
and will have her health better than she would have 
otlierwise. She will find it the greatest cure and 
preservative for the vapours and future miscarriages, 
much beyond any other remedy whatsoever. Her 
children will be hke giants, whereas otherwise they 
are but living shadows, and like unripe fruit; and 
certainly if a woman is strong enough to bring forth 
a child, she is beyond all doubt strong enough to 
nurse it afterwards. It grieves me to observe and 
consider how many poor children are daily ruined 
by careless nurses ; and yet how tender ought they 
to be to a poor infant, smce the least hurt or blow, 
especially upon the head, may make it senseless, stu- 
pid, or otherwise miserable for ever ! 

' But I cannot well leave this subject as yet ; for 
it seems to me very unnatural, that a woman that 
Las fed a child as , part of herself for nine months, 
should have no desire to nurse it farther, when brought 
to light and before her eyes, and when by its cry it 
implores her assistance and the office of a mother. 
Do not the very cruellest of brutes tend their young 
ones with all the care and delight imaginable? How 
can she be called a mother that will not nurse her 
yowig ones i The earth is called the mother of aH 
things^ not because she.produteft, b^\. \Mai9dBEi^ ^^ 

VOL. JX. Y 
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maintains and nurses what she produces. The gene- 
^tion of the infant is the effect of desire, but the 
care of it argues virtue and choice. I am not iano- 
rant but that there are some cases of necessity, wnere 
a mother cannot give sud^ and then out of two evib 
the least must be chosen ; but there are so very few, 
that I am sure in a thousand there is bard^ one 
real instance ; for if a woman does but know that 
her husband can spare about three or ^x shillings a 
week extraordinary, (altliough this is but seldom con- 
sidered) she certainly, with the assistance of her 
gossips, will soon persuade the good man to send 
the child to nurse, and easily impose upon him hj 

Sretending indisposition. This cruelty is supported 
y fashion, and nature gives place to custom. 

SIB, 

T. Your humble servant.' 
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•ToJv ^ axufJMV^ put avin 



HESIOD. 

Their imtir'd lips a wordy torrent pour. 

We are told by some ancient authors, that Socrates 
was instructed in eloquence by a woman, whose 
name, if I am not mistaken, was Aspasia. I have 
indeed very oflen looked upon that art as the most 
proper for the female sex, »id I think the univer* 
sities would do well to consider whether they shoukl 
not fill the rhetoric chairs with she professors. 
It faas been sa\dVii\];v^ ^gitKyi^.^ vymt ^w^^ that 
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they could talk whole hours tosether upon any 
thing ; but it must be owned to the honour of the 
other sex, that there are many among them who 
can talk whole hours together upon nothing. I 
have known a woman branch out into a long extem^ 
pore dissertation upon the edging of a petticoat, and 
ehide her servant for breaking a china cup, in all the 
figures of rhetoric. 

Were women admitted to plead in courts of judi- 
cature, I am persuaded they would carry the elo- 
quence of ^e bar to greater heights than it has yet 
arrived at. If any one doubt this, let him but be 
present at those debates which frequently arise 
among the ladies of the British fishery. 

The first kind therefore of female orators whicb 
I shall take notice of, are those who are employed 
in stirring up the passions ; a part of rhetoric in 
which Socrates his wife had perhaps made a greater 
proficiency than his above-mentioned teacher. 

*The second kind of female orators are those who 
deal in invectives, and who are ooBUBooly imowxi 
by the name of the censorious. The imagkiation 
and elocution of this set of rhetoricians is wonderful, 
With what a fluency of invention, and copiousness 
of expression, will they enlarge uppn every little 
tlip in the behaviour of another ? vVith how many 
different circumstances, and with what variety of 
phrases, wiU they tell over the same story ? I have 
known an old lady make an unhappy marriage the 
subject of a month's conversation. She blamed the 
bride in cne place ; pitied her in another ; laughed 
at her in a tlurd, wondered at her in a fourth ; was 
angry with her in a fifth ; and, in short, wore out a 
pair of coach horses in expressing her concern for 
her. At length, af^er havms quite exhausted the 
subject on this side, she maae a visit to the new-» 
mmiedpair, prwed tb^ wife for tVi&\^MidA3oX Obssika 
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she had made, told her the unreasonable reflections 
which some malicious people had cast upon her, and 
desired that they might be better acquainted. The 
censure and approbation of this kind of women are 
therefore only to be considered as helps to dis- 
course. 

A third kind of female orators may be compre- 
hended under the word gossips. Mrs. Fiddle-Faddk 
is perfectly accomplished in this sort of eloquence ; 
she launches out into descriptions of christenings, 
runs divisions upon an head-dress, knows every duh 
of meat that is served up in our neighbourhood, and 
entertains her company a whole afternoon together 
with the wit of her little boy, belbre he is able to 
speak. 

The coquette may be looked upon as a fourth 
kind of female orator. To give herself the larger 
field for discourse, she hates and loves in the same 
breath, talks to her lap dog or parrot, is uneasy in 
all kinds of weather, and in every part of the room. 
She has false quarrels and feigned obligations to all 
the men of her acquaintance ; siglis when she h 
not sad, and laughs when she is not merry. The 
coquette is in particular a great mistress of that 
part of oratory which is called action, and indeed 
seems to speak for no ottier purpose, but as it gives 
her an opportunity of stirring a limb, or varying a 
feature, of glancing her eyes, or playing with her 
fan. 

As for news-mongers, politicians, mimics, story- 
tellers, with otlier characters of that nature which 
give birth to loquacity, they are as commonly found 
among the men as the women ; for which reason I 
shall pass tliem over in silence, 

I have often been puzzled to assign a cause why 

women should have th\& talent of a ready utterance 

m- so mudi greatei ^Tiec^iotk ^^oasi \&sxu \ W« 
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sometimes fancied that they hate not a retentive 
power, or the faculty of suppressing their thoughts, 
as men have, but that they are necessitated to speak 
every thing they think ; and if so, it would perhaps 
furnish a very strong argument to the Cartesians for 
the supporting of tiieir doctrine that the soul always 
thinks. But as several are of opinion that the fair 
sex are not altogether strangers to the art of dissem- 
bling and concealing their thoughts, 1 have been 
forced to relinquish that opinion, and have therefore 
endeavoured to seek after some better reason. In 
order to it, a friend of mine, who is an excellent an- 
atomist, has promised me by the first opportunity 
to dissect a woman's tongue, and to examine whe- 
ther there may not be in it certain juices which ren- 
der it so wonderfully voluble or flippant, or whether 
the fibres of it may not be made up of a flner or more 
pliant thread ; or whether there are not in it some 
particular muscles wliich dart it up and down by 
such sudden glances and vibrations; or whether in 
the last place, there may not be certain undiscovered 
channels running from the head and the heart to 
this little instrument of loquacity, and conveying 
into it a perpetual aflluency of animal spirits. Nor 
must I omit the reason which Hudibras has given, 
why those who can talk on trifles speak with .the 
greatest fluency; namely, that the tongue is like a 
race-horse, which runs the faster the lesser weight 
it carries. 

Which of these reasons soever may be looked 
upon as tlie most probable, I think the Irishman's 
thought was very natural, who, after some hours 
conversation with a female orator, told her, that he 
believed her tongue was very glad when she was 
asleep, for that it had not a moment's rest all tb^ 
while ibe was awake. 
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That excellent old ballad of The Wanton Wife 
of Bath, has the following remarkable lines : 

I think, quoth Thomas, women's toDgnes 
Of aspen leaves are made. 

And Ovid, though in the description of a very 
barbarous circumstance, tells us, that when the 
tongue of a beautiful female was cut out, and thrown 
upon the ground, it could not forbear muttering 
even in that posture : 



Compreruamfarcipe Ungtiam 



AbstulU enseferOy radix micat uUima UnffiuB. 
Ipsajacety terraque tremens immurmurat Qjtr€t; 
Utque salire solet mtUilata cauda cdubra 

Palpitat ' 

MET. Ti. 556. 

-The blade had cut 



Her tongue sheer off, close to the trembling root: 
The mangled part still quivered on the ground, 
Murmuring with a faint imperfect sound; 
And as a serpent writhes hb wounded train. 
Uneasy, panting, and possessed with pain. 

CROXALL. 

If a tongue would be talking without a moutb, 
what could it have done when it had all its organs 
of speech, and accomplices of sound about it ? I 
might here mention the story of the Pippin Wo- 
man, had I not some reason to look upon it as fabu- 
lous *. 

I must confess I am so wonderfully charmed with 
.the music of this little instrument, that I would by 
no means discourage it. All that I aim at by this 
dissertation is, to cure it of several disagreeable 
notes, and in particular of those little jarrings and 

* The crackling crystal yields, she sinks, she dies ; 
Her head chopt off, from her le^t shoidders flies ; 
Pippins she ciy'd, but deatli her voice confoundAy 
Am pip-pip-^ip iXmi% thft k^ ie:%o\uidft« 
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dissonances which arise from anger, censoriousness, 
gossiping, and coquetry. In short, I would always 
have it tuned hy good-nature, truth, discretion, and 
sincerity. C. 
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Hoc maximi officu esi^ ut quisqtie maxima opis indigeaif 
ita ei potissimitm opitukaru 

TULt. Off. 1. 16. 

It is a principal point of dnty, to assist another motst 
when he stands most in need of assistance. 



Theee are none who deserve superiority over 
Others in the esteem of mankind, who do not make it 
their endeavour to be beneficial to society ; and who 
upon all occasions which their circumstances of hfe 
can administer, do not take a certain unfeigned 
pleasure in conferring benefits of one kind or other. 
Those whose great talents and high birth have 
placed them in conspicuous stations of hfe are in- 
dispensably obliged to exert some noble inclinations 
for the service of the world, or else such advantages 
become misfortunes, and sliade and privacy are a 
more eligible portion. Where opportunities and 
inclinations are given tb the same person, we some- 
times see subUme instances of virtue, which so daz« 
zle our imaginations, that we look with scorn on all 
which in lower scenes of life we may ourselves be 
able to practLje^ But this is a vicious way of think- 
ing ; and it bears some spice of romantic madness, 
for a man to imagine that he must grow ambitious, 
or seek adventures, to be able tP do great actionst 
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It 18 in every man's power in the world who is ahove 
mere poverty, not only to do things worthy, but he- 
roic. The great foundation of civil virtue is sdf- 
denial; and there is no one above the necessities of 
life, but has ot>portunities of exercisbg that noble 
quality, and doing as much as his circumstances will 
bear for the ease and convenience of other men; 
imd he who does more than ordinary men practise 
upon such occasions as occur in his life, aeserves 
the value of his friends, as if he had done enterprises 
which are usually attended with the highest glory. 
Men of public spirit differ rather in their circum* 
stances than their virtue; and the man who does alt 
be can, in a low station, is more a hero than be who 
omits any worthy action he is able to accomplish iu 
a great one. It is not many years ago since Lapi- 
rius, in wrong of his elder brother, came to a great 
estate by gift of his father, by reason of the dissolute 
behaviour of the first-born. Shame and contrition 
reformed the life of the disinherited youth, and be 
became as remarkable for his good qualities as for* 
merlv for his errors, Lapirius, who observed hit 
brother's amendment, sent him on a new-year*s daj 
in the moniing the following letter ; 

* HONOURED BROTHER, 

* I INCLOSE to you the deeds whereby my 
lather gave me this house and land. Had he lived 
till now, he would pot have bestowed it in that 
manner ; he took it from the man you were, and I 
restore it to the man you are. 

I am, SIR, 
your affectionate brother, 

and huL'jle servant, 

F. t/ 

Ai great and exalted v^\t\U vxyQ^t^akit tib^ pursuit 
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of hazardous actions for the good of others^ at the 
same time gratifying their passions for glory ; so do 
worthy minds in the domestic way of life deny them- 
selves many advantages, to satisfy a generous bene- 
volence, which they bear to their friends oppressed 
with distresses and calamities. Such natures one 
may call stores of Providence, which are actuated by 
a secret celestial influence to undennlue the ordi- 
nary gratifications of wealth, to give comfort to an 
heart loaded with afBictiou, to save a falling family, 
to preserve a branch of trade in their neighbourhood^ 
to give work to the industrious, preserve the por- 
tion of the helpless infant, .and raise the head of the 
mourning father. People whose hearts are wholly 
bent towards pleasure, or intent upon gain, never 
hear of the noble occurrences among men of in- 
dustry and humanity. It would look like a city ro- 
mance, to tell tliem of the geuerous merchant, who 
the other day sent this billet to an eminent trader 
under difiicuities to support himself, in whose fall 
many hundreds besides himself had perished: but 
because I thmk there is more spirit and true gallan- 
try in it than hi any letter I have ever read from 
Strephon to Philhs, 1 ^hall insert it even in the mer- 
cantile honest style in which it was sent : 

* SIB, 

' I HAVE heard of the casualties which have 
involved you in extreme distress at this time ; and 
knowing you to be a man of great good-nature, in- 
dustry, and probity, have resolved to stand by you. 
Be of good cheer; the bearer brings with him five 
thousand pounds, and has my order to answer your 
drawing as much more on my account. I did this in 
haste, for fear I should come too late for your relief ; 
but you may value yourself with me to the sum of 
&iiy thousand pouucb ; for I can Nt^t^ do»^\&Q&^ 
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Ibe hazard of being so much less rich than I am 
now, to save an honest man whom I love. 

Your fnend and servant, 

w. s.*' 

I think there b somewhere in Montaigne mention 
made of a family-book, wherein all the occurrences 
that happened from one generation of that house to 
another were recorded. Were there such a method 
in the families which are concerned in this genero- 
sity, it would be an hard task for the greatest in 
Europe to give in their own, an instance of a benefit 
better placed, or conferred with a more graceful air. 
It has been heretofore urged how barbarous and in« 
human is any unjust step made to the disadvantage 
of a trader ; and by how much such an act towaras 
him is detestable, by so much an act of kindness to^ 
wards him is laudable. I remember to have heard t 
bencher of the Temple tell a story of a tradition m 
their house, where they had formerly a custom ot 
choosing kings for such a season, and. allowing him 
his expences at the charge of the society. One of our 
kings t, said my friend, carried his royal inclination- a 
little too far, and there was a committee ordered to 
look into the management of his treasury, Amoi^ 
other things it appeared, that his majesty walking 
incog, in the cloister, had overheard a poor man say 
to another, ' Such a small sum would make me the 
happiest man in the world/ The king, out of his 
royal compassion, privately inquired into his cha* 
racter, anci finding him a proper object of charity, 

* Tlie mercbapt involved in distress by casualties was out 
Mr. M oreton, a Iinen-<)raper ; and the generous.merchant, 
here so justly celebrated, was Sir William Scawen. 

t This king, it is said, was beau Nash, director of the pnb- 
lic divenions at Bath, who ^W9» m ^isk^^iUijayMa's time a stu; 
^Bt in the Temple* 
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sent him the money. When the committee read the 
report, the house passed his accounts with a plaudite 
without fiirther examination, upon the recital of this 
article in them : 

For making a man happy •••••.rk« JS. 10 

T. 



N«249. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1711. 

Fnc. Vet. Foiet. 
Mirth oat of season is a grieyoos ill. 

Whsn I make choice of a subject that has not been 
treated on by others, 1 throw together my reflections 
on it without any order or method, so that they may 
appear rather in the looseness and freedom of an es- 
say, than in the regularity of a set discourse. It is 
after this manner that I shall consider laughter and 
ridicule in my present paper. 

Man is the meniest species of the creation, all 
above and below him are serious. He sees things 
in a diflerent light from other beings, and finds his 
mirth arising from objects that perhaps cause some- 
thing like pity or displeasure in higher nature. 
Laughter is indeed a very good counterpoise to the 
^leeu; and it seems but reasonable that we should 
be capable of receiving joy from what is no real good 
to us, smce we can receive grief from what is no 
real evil. 

I have in my forty-seventh paper raised a specu- 
lation on the Botii^ of a modem philosopher* who 

« HobW. 
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describes the first motive of laughter to be a secret 
coiD))arison which we make between ourselves and 
the persons we knigh at; or, in other words, that 
satisfaction which we receive from the opioiou of 
some pre-eminence in ourselves, when we see the 
absurdities of another, or when we reflect on any 
past absurdities of our own. This seems to hold in 
most cases, and we may observe that the vainest 
part of mankind are the most addicted to this pas- 
•ion. 

I have read a sermon of a conventual in tlie 
church of Rome, on those words of the wise man, 
' I said of Laughter, it is mad ; and of Mirtli, what 
does it ?^ Upon which he laid it down as a point of 
doctrine, that laughter was the effect of ongiual sio, 
and that Adam could not laugh before the faS. 

Laughter, while it lasts, slackens and unbraces 
the mind, weakens the faculties, and causes a kind of 
rembsness and dissolution in all the powers of the 
soul; and thus far it may be looked upon as a weak- 
ness in the composition of human nature. But if 
we consider the frequent reliefs we receive £:iom it, 
and how oficu it breaks the gloom which is apt to 
depress the mind and damp our spirits, with transient 
unexpected gleams of joy, one would take care 
not to grow too wise for so great a pleasure of 
life. 

The talcpt of turning men into ric]icnle, and ex- 
posing to laughter those one converses with, is the 
qualiiication of little ungenerous tempers. A young 
man with this cast of mind cuts himself oflT from all 
manner of improvement. Every one has his flaws ami 
weaknesses; nay, the greatest blemishes are often 
found in the most sliining characters; but what an 
absurd thing is it to pass over all the valuable parts of 
a man, and fi\ out 'dtteution on his infirmities? to ol- 
serve his impeTfecXiQUS moi^ ^^s3L\oa ^^roAnHkl iiid 
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lo make use of him for the ^rt of others, rather 
than for our own improvement ? 

We therefore very often find, that persons the most 
accomplished in ridicule are those who are very shrewd 
at hitting a blot, without exerting any thing masterly 
in themselves. As there are many eminent critics 
who never writ a^od line, there are many admirable 
bufibons that animadvert upon every smgle defect in - 
another, without ever discovering the least beauty 
of their own. By this means, these unlucky little wits 
often ^ain reputation in the esteem of vulgar minds, 
and raise themselves above persons of much more 
kiudable characters. 

If the talent of ridicule were employed to laugh 
men out of vice and folly, it might be of some use to 
the world; but instead of this, we find that it b ge- 
nerally made use of to laugh men out of virtue and 
good sense, by attacking every thing that is solemn 
and serious, deceit and praiseworthy in human 
life. 

We may observe, that in the first ages of tlie world, 
when the great souls and master-pieces of human 
nature were produced, men shined by a noble sim- 
plicity of behaviour, and were strangers to those 
little embellishments which are so rashionable in 
our present conversation. And it is very remark- 
able, that notwithstanding we fall short at present of 
the ancients in poetry, painting, oratory, histoiy, 
architecture, and all the noble arts and sciences which 
depend more upon genius than experience, we exceed 
them as much in doegrel humour, burlesque, and all 
the trivial arts of ridicule. We meet with more rail- 
lery among the modems, but more good sense among 
the ancients. 

The two great branches of ridicule in writing are I 
comedy and burlesque. The first ndicules petaoM * 

VOL. IX. z 
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by drawing them in their proper - chaiacten^ tht 
other by drawius them quite unlike themseWes, 
Burlesque is therefore of two kinds; the first r^re- 
sents mean persons in the accoutrements of heroes; 
the other describes great persons acting and qpeak* 
ing like the basest among the people. Don Quixote 
is an instance of the first, ana Ludan's gods of the 
second. It is a dbpute among the critics, whether 
burlesque poetry runs best in heroic verse, like that of 
the Dispensary; or in doggrel, like that of Hudibras. 
I think where the low character is to be raised, the 
heroic is the proper measure; but when an hero it 
to be pulled down and degraded, it is best done in 
doggrel. 

if Hudibras had been set out with as much wit 
and humour in lieroic verse as he is in doggrel, he 
would have made a much more agreeable l^ure than 
he does; though the generality of his reacfers are so 
wonderfully pleased with the double rhimes, that I 
do not expect many will be of my opinion in thii 
particular. 

I shall conclude this essay upon laughter witk 
observing that tlie metaphor of laughing, applied to 
fields and meadows when they are in flower, or to 
trees when they are in blossom, runs through all lan- 
guages; which I have not observed of any other 
metaphor, excepting that of fire and burning when 
tbey are applied to love. This shews that we na- 
turally regard laughter, as what is in itself both 
amiable and beautiful. For this reason likewise Venus 
has gained the title of fikoi/t^st^i^s, ' the laughter- 
loving dame,' as Waller has translated it, and is re- 
presented by Horace as the goddess who delights 
m laughter. Milton, in a joyous assembly of ima- 
^ary persons, has given us a veiy poetical figure 
of laugliter. His wbote Wvd of mirth is so mely 



M^ 249' SPXCTATOK. 255 

described, that I shall set down the passage at 
length: 

But come> tfaon goddess fkir and free. 
In Imfcn ydeped* finphnMyne, 
And by men, heart-easing mirtfa. 
Whom lovely Vemn at a birth 
With two sister Graces more, 
To hy-crowned Baedrat bore. 
'Haste thee nymph, and bring with thee 
Jeit and yontfafiil jiMty, 
Quips, and cranks, and wanton wiles, 
Noas, and becks, and wreathed smOes, 
Snch as bang on Hebe'ft cheek, 
And love to live in dimple sleek; 
Sport that wrinkled Care deridea, 
And Laughter holding both his sides. 
Come, ami trip it as yoo go. 
On the light fentastic toe : 
And in tl^ right hand lead widi thee 
Tlie monntaun nymph, sweet liberty ; 
And if I give thee honoar doe. 
Mirth, adnnit me of Ih^r crew, 
To live with her, and hve witii thee, 
In ann|NPoved pleasmies, free. 

L'ALLEGROv. 1!, &c 

^ L e« called Euphrosyne is the name of one of tha 

c. 
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DiseedMendMBadhtu^qutBeauetamiaihUfUiH 
CaxusiiermmutrwrevdU; tamemuifkee tifmd 
Et MM, quod cures pnprimmfedsuy loquamurm^ 

HOR. Bp. 1. sivii. 3. 

Yet hear what an mnkilfiil ftieiid can say: 

As if a blind man should direct your way; 

So I myself dio* wantmgto be tangfat, 

May yet impart a hint that's worm yonr thoiig^t. 

' MR. SPECTATOR, 

* You see the nature of my request by the Latm 
motto which I address to you. I am very sensible 
1 oug;ht not to use many words to you, woo are one 
of but few ; but tlie following piece as it relates to 
speculation, in propriety of speech, being a curioaty 
in its kind, begs your patience. It was found in a 
poetical virtuoso's closet among his rarities ; and since 
the several treatises of thumbs, ears, and noses, hsire 
obliged the world, this of eyes is at your service. 

'^ The first eye of consequence (under the invisi- 
ble Author of fdl) is the visible luminary of the uni- 
verse. This glorious Spectator is said never to open 
fab eyes at his rising in a morning, without having a 
whole kingdom of adorers in Persian silk waiting at 
his levee. Millions of creatures derive their sight 
from this original, who, besides his being tlie great 
director of optics, is the surest test whether eyes be 
of the same species with that of an eagle, or that of an 
owl. The one he emboldens with a manly assurance 
to look, speak, act, or plead before the faces of a 
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numerous assembly; the other he dazzles out of 
couDtenaoce iuto a sheepish dejectedness. The sun- 
proof eye dares lead up a dance m a full court ; and 
without blinking at the lustre of beauty, can distri- 
bute an eye of proper complaisance to a room crowded 
with company, each of which deserves particular re* 
gard : while the other sneaks from conversation, like 
a fearful debtor who never dares to look out^ but 
when he can see no body, and no body him. 

'' The next instance of optics is the famous Argus, 
who (to speak the language of Cambridge) was one 
of a hundred; and being used as a spy in the afikirs 
of jealousy, was obliged to have all his eyes about 
him. We have no account of the particular colours, 
casts, and turns of (his body of eyes ; but as he was 
pimp for his mistress Juno, it is probable he used all 
the modern leers, sly glances, and other ocular activi- 
ties to sen'e his purpose. Some look upon him as the 
then king at arms to the heathenish deities; and make 
no more of his eyes than of so many spangles of his 
herald s coat. 

" The next upon the optic list is old Janus, who 
stood in a double-sighted capacity, hke a person 
placed betwixt two opposite looking-glasses, and so 
took a sort of retrospective cast at one view. Copies 
of tlys double-faced way are not yet out of fashion 
with many professions, and the ingenious artists pre- 
tend to keep up this species by double-headed canes 
and ^oons; but there is no mark of this faculty, 
except in the emblematical way, of a wise general 
having an eye to both front and rear, or a pious man 
taking a review and pro^ct of his past and future 
state at the same time. 

'' I must own, that the names, colours, qualities, 
and turns of eyes vary almost in every head ; for^ 
not to mention the common appellations of the black, 
the blue, the white, the grey, and the like; the most 

z-2 
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remarkable are those tliat borrow their titles from 
ammals, by virtue of some particular quality of re- 
semblance they bear to the eyes of the respective 
creatures ; as that of a greedy rapacious aspect takes 
its name from the cat, that 6f a sharp )nercm^ nature 
from the hawk, those of an amorous rogui:sh look 
derive their title even from the sheep, and we sav such a 
one has a sheep's-eve, not so much to dettole the inno 
cence as the simple slyness of the cast. Nor is this 
metaphorical inoculation a modem inventioa, for we 
find Homer takbiff the freedom ta place the eye of an 
ox, bull, or cow m one of his principal goddesses, by 
that frequent expression of 



SoOTTif VJOTVia *HfU 



The ox-eyed venerable Juno. 

'< Now as to the peculiar qualities of the eye, that- 
fine part of our constitution seems as much the i«-! 
ceptacle and seat of our passions, appetites, and in- 
chnations as the mind itself; and at least it is the 
outward portal to introduce them to the bouse with- 
in, or rather the common thoroughfare to let our* 
affections pass in and out. Xove^^ anger, pride, and 
avarice, all visibly move in those little orbs. I know 
a young lady that cannot see a certain geutleman 
pass by without shewing a secret desire of seeii^ 
him again by a dance in her- eye-balls; nay, sli^ 
cannot for the heart of her, help looking Imlf a 
street's length after any man in a gay dress. You 
cannot behold a covetous spirit walk by a goldsmith's 
siiop without casting a wishful eye at the heaps upon 
the counter. Does not a haughty person shew tlie- 
temper of his soul in the supercilious roll of his 
eye; and how frequently in the height of passion 
does that moving picture in our head start and stare, 
gather a redness and ^vxicVl ft'^Vtf^ Q>i Vv^tcan^ and 
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make all its humours sparkle with fire as Virgil finely 
describes it, 



SaMtittm tb n stu n t: ocvlib wuett McrUms igmu. 

JES. xii. 101. 



FVom ills wide nafitrib flies 



A Aeiy.abrqan^ wad 8|Mucklea £nom his ^yos. 

DRYDEN. 

^ As for the tBrious turns of the eye-sight, such 
as the yoluntalry or involuntary, the half or the whole 
leer, I shall not enter into a very particular account 
of them ; but let me observe, that obHque vision, 
when natural, was anciently tlie mark of bewichery 
and mafiical fascination, and to this day it is a malig- 
nant ill look ; but wlien it is forced and affected, it 
carries a wanton design, and in play-houses, and other 
public places, this octikir iutimatiou is often an assigna- 
tion for bad practices. But this Irregularity in vision, 
t<^ther with sneh enormities, as tipping the wink, 
the circumspective roll, the side- peep tlm>ugh a thin 
liood or tan, must be put in the class of Heteroptirs, 
as all wrong notions of religion are ranked, under the 
general name of Heterodox. All the pernicious ap- 
plicatioDs of sight are mote immediately under the 
direction of a Spectator, and 1 hope you will arm 
your readers against the mischiefs which are daily 
done by killing eves, in which you will highly oblige 
your wounded unknown frien<l, 

T. B.- 

* MR. SPECTATOR, 

• You professed in several papers your par- 
ticular endeavours in the province ot Spectator, to 
correct the offences committed by Starers, who dis- 
turb whole assemblies without any regard to time, 
place, or modesty. You complained alao^ thaX a. ^^.^t 
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is not usoally a person to be convinced by the reason 
of the thing nor so easily rebuked as to amend by ad- 
monitions. I thought therefore fit to acquaint you 
ivith a convenient mechanical ^y, which may easily 
prevent or correct staring, by an optical contrivance 
of new perspective-glasses, short and commodious 
like opera-glasses, tit for short-sighted people as well 
as others, these glasses making the objects appear 
either as they are seen by the naked eye, or more 
distinct, though somewhat less than life, or bigger and 
nearer. A person may^ by the help of this iuvention, 
take a view of another without the impertinence of 
staring ; at the same time it shall not be possible to 
know whom or what he is looking at. One may took 
towards his right or left hand, when he is supposed 
to look forwards. This is set forth at large in the 

Erinted proposals for the sale of these glasses, to be 
ad at Mr. DiUon's in Long-acre, next door to the 
IVhite-Hart. Now, sir, as your Spectator has oc- 
casioned the publishing of tliis invention for the benefit 
of modest spectators, the inventor desirers your ad- 
monitions concerning the decent use of it ; and hopes, 
by your recommendation, that for the future beauty 
may be beheld without the torture and confusion 
which it suffers from the insolence of starers. By 
this means you will relieve the innocent from an insult 
which there i» no law to punish, though it is a greater 
offence than many which are within the cognizance of 
justice. 

I am, SIR, 
Your most humble servant, 

Q. ABRAHAM SPY.' 
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N'^SSl. TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1711. 



cemhim auniy ifraque ceHtuMf 



Ferreavox- 

VIR6. lEtt. vi. 625. 

A hundred mouths, a handred tongues. 

And throats of brass inspu'd with von lungs. 

DRYDEN. 

There is nothing which more astonishes a foreigner, 
and frights a countiy squire, than the Cries of Lon- 
don. My good friend Sir Roger often declares that 
he cannot get them out of his head or go to sleep for 
them, the first week that> he is in tOM'u. On the 
contrary, Will Honeycomb calls them the Ramage de 
ia VUle, and prefers them to. the sound of larks and 
nightingales, with all the music of tlie fields and 
woods. I have lately received a letter from some 
Yery odd fellow upon this sub,|ect, which I shall leave 
with my reader, witliout saying any thii^ further 
of it. 

* SIR, 

* I AM a man out of all business, and would 
willingly turn my head to any thing for an honest 
livelihood. I have invented several projects for rais- 
ing many millions of money without burdening the 
subject, but I cannot get ike parliament to listen to 
me, who look upon me, forsooth, as a crack, and a 
projector ; so that despairing to enrich either myself 
or my country by this public-spiritedness, I would 
make some proposals to you relating to a design which 
J have very much at heart, and which ma^ .^cocum 
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me a handsome subsistence, if you will be pleased 
to recommend it to the cities of London and West- 
minster. 

' The post I would aim at, is to be comptroller- 
general of the London Cries, which are at present 
under no manner of rules or discipline. I think I 
am pretty well qualified for this place, as being a 
man of very strong lungs, of great insigiit into all the 
branches of our British trades and manufacture, and 
of a competent skill in music. 

' The Cries of London may be divided into vocal 
and instrumental. As for the latter, they are at pre- 
sent under a very great disorder. A freeman of Lon- 
don has the privil^e of disturbing a whole street fee 
an hour together, with the twankmg of a brass-kettie 
or frying-pan. The watchman s thump at midnigfat 
startles us in our beds, as much as the breaking in of 
a thief. The sowgelder's h(mi has indeed sometliing 
musical in it, but tliis is seldom heard within the li- 
berties. I would therefore prc^iose, that no instm^ 
ment of thb nature should be made use of, which I 
have not tuned and hcensed, after having carefullj 
examined in what maimer it may afiSn^t the tats m 
her majesty's liege subjects. 

' Vocal cries are of a much larger extent, and in- 
deed so full of incongruities and barbarisms, that we 
appear a distracted city to foreigners, who do not 
•cnuprehend the meaning of such enormous ontcries. 
Milk is generally sold in a note above £4a, and in 
sounds so exceeding shrill, that it often sets our teeth 
on edge. The cbinuiey-sweeper is confined to no 
certain pitch; he sometimes utters himself in the 
deepest base, and sometimes in the sharpest treble ; 
sometimes in the highest, and sometimes in the lowest 
note of the gamut. The same observation might 
be made on the retailers of small- coal, not to mentioii 
broken glasses, or bricMluiit, \o^ ^fiosa^ ^Sotj^n^^mx. 
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imd the like OKses it should be my care to sweeten and 
mellow the voices of these itinerant tradesmen, before 
tliey make their {qf^arance in our streets, as also to 
accommodate their cries to their req^ecdve wares: 
and to take care in particular, that those may not 
make the most noise who have the least to sell, which 
is very observable in the venders of card-matches, to 
whom I cannot but apply that old proverb of '* Much 
cry but little wool.** 

* Some of these last mentioned musicians are so 
very loud in the sale of these trifiiDg manufactures, 
that an honest splenetic gentleman of my acquaint- 
ance bargained with one of them never to come into 
the street where he lived. But what was the effisct 
of this contract ? Why the whole tribe of cardrmatch- 
makers which frequent that quarter, passed by his 
door the very next day, in hopes of being bought cff 
after the same manner. 

^ It is another ^at imperfection in our London 
Cries, that there is no just time nor measure ob- 
served in them. Our news should indeed be pub- 
lished in a very quick time, because it b a commo- 
dity that will not keep cold. It should not, how- 
ever, be cried with the same precipitation as fire. 
Yet this is generally the case. A bloody battle 
alarms the town from one end to another m an in- 
stant. Every motion of the Frendi b published in 
so great a hurry, that one would think the enemy 
were at our gates. This likewise I would take upon me 
to regulate m such a manner, that there should be some 
distinction made between the spreading of a victory, a 
march, or an encampment, a Dutch, a Portugal, or a 
Spanish mail. Nor must I omit under this head those 
excessive alarms with which several bobterous rustics 
kdest our streets in turnip-season; and which are more 
inexcusable, because these are wares which are in no 
danger of cooUag upon thmhs«id«. 
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' There are others wlio affect a viery slow time, aad 
are in my opinion much more tuneable than the for- 
mer. The cooper in particular swells his last note id 
an hollow voice, that is not without its harmony ; nor 
can I forbear being inspired with a most agreeable 
melancholy, when I hear that sad and solemn air with 
which the public are very ofien asked, if they have 
any chairs to mend ? Your own memory may suggest 
to you many other lamentable ditties of the same in- 
ture, in which the music is wonderfully bngiiishing 
and melodious. 

* I am always pleased with that particular time of 
the year which is proper for the pickling of diil and co- 
cumbers ; but alas ! this cry, like the song of the night- 
ingale, is not heard above two months. It would there- 
fore be worth while to consider, whether the same air 
m%ht not in some cases be adapted to other words. 

* It might likewise deserve our most serious con- 
sideration, how far, in a well regnhited city, those 
humourists are to be tolerated, who not contented 
with the traditional cries of their forefathers, have in- 
vented particular songs and tunes of their own : such 
as was, not many years since, the pastry-num, com- 
monly known by the name of the Colly-Mdly-Puff * ; 
and such as is at thb day the vender of powder and 
wash-balls, who, if I am rightly informed, goea under 
the name of Powder-Wat. 

' I must not here omit one particular abaordity 
which runs through this whole vociferous genera- 
tion, and wliich renders their cries very often not 
only incommodious, but altogether useless to the 

* This little man was but just able to support the basket of 
pastry which he carried on his head, and sung in a very peco- 
liar tone the cant words which passed into his name CoDy- 
Mollv-Paif. There is a half sheet print of him in tfie 8et of 
London Cries, M. Lanron, del P. Tempstt| e»e» Gniagei^ 
Biographical History of England. 



KOS5I. SPSCTATOB. ft6S 

public. I mean, that idle accomplidiment which they 
all of them aim at, of cning so as Dot to be under- 
stood. Whether or no they have learned this from 
several of our afiected suigers, I will not take upon me 
to say ; but most certain it is, that people know the 
wares they deal in rather by their tunes than by 
their words; insomuch that I have sometimes seen 
a country boy run out to buy apples of a bellows- 
mender, and ginger-bread from a grinder of knives 
and scissars. Nay, so strangely infatuated are some 
very eminent artists of this particular grace in a ciy, 
that none but their acquaintance are able to guess 
at their profession; for who else can know, that 
** work if I had it/' should be the signification of a 
corn-cutter. 

* For as much therefore as persons of this rank are 
seldom men of genius or capacity, I think it would 
be very proper that some man of good sense and sound 
judgment should preside over these public cries, who 
should permit none to lift up their voices in our 
streets, that have not tunable throats, and are not 
only able to overcome the noise of the crowd, and 
the rattUng of coaches, but also to vend their re- 
spective raerchandbes in apt phrases, and in the most 
distinct and agreeable sounds. I do therefore humbly 
recommend myself as a person rightly qualified for 
this post; and if I meet with fitting encouragement, 
shall communicate some other projects which I have 
by me, that may no less conduce to the emolument of 
the public 

lam, siKf&c. 

C. RALPH CROTCHET.' 
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N° 252. WEDNESDAY, DEC. 19, 1711. 



Enwitif pauimque ockloa fer cundafereiitu 

VIRG. JEo. ii. 5T0 •. 

Ei^loriiig ev^ place with carious eyes. 
* MR. SPECTATOR, 

^ I AM very sorry to find by your (Uscourae npon the 
eye, that you Imve not thoroughly studied the na- 
ture and force of that part of a beauteous face. Had 
you ever been in love, you would have said ten 
thousand things, which it seems did not occur to 
you. Do but reflect upon the nmisense it makes 
men talk, the flames which it is said to kindle^ the 
transport it raises, the dejection it causes in the Iwavest 
men; and if you do believe those thmgs are ex- 
pressed to an extravagance, yet you will own, that 
the influence of it is very great, which moves men to 
that extravagance. Certain it is, that die whde 
strength of the miod is sometimes seated there; that 
a kind look imparts all that a year's discovne could 
give you, m one moment. What matters it what she 
wky» to you, *' see how she looks," is the language 
of all who know what love is. When the mmd b 
thus summed up and expressed in a glance, did you 
never observe a sudden joy arise in the countenance 

* ADAPTED. 

With various power the wonder-working eye 
Can awe, or sooth, reclaim, or lead astray. 
The motto in the original folio was difierent, and likewist 
taken from Virg. Eel. iii. 103. 

Nemo quiB teneros ocului mihi foMcmtt tigms. 
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of a lover? Did \ou never see the attendance of 
years paid, overpaid in an instant ? You a Spectator, 
and not know that the intelligence of aflection is 
carried on by the eye only ; that good-breeding has 
made tlie tongue falsify the heart, and act a part of 
continual restraint, while nature has preserved the 
eyes to herself, that she may not be disguised or mis- 
represented. The poor bride can give her hand, and 
say, '* I do," with a languishing air, to the man she is 
obliged by cruel parents to take for mercenary reasons, 
but at the same time she cannot look as if she loved ; 
her eye is full of sorrow^ and reluctance sits in a tear, 
while the ofiering of a sacrifice is performed in what 
we call the marriage ceremony. Do you never go to 
plays? Cannot you distinguish between the eyes of 
those who go to see, from those who come to be seen ? 
I am a woman turned of thirty, and am on the obser- 
vation a little; therefore if you, or your correspon- 
dent had consulted me in your discourse on the eye, 
I could have told you that the eye of Leonora is silly 
watchfiil while it looks negligent; she looks round 
her without the help of the glasses vou speak of, 
and yet seems to be employed on objects directly 
before her. This eye is what affects chance-medley, 
and on a sudden, as if it attended to another thing, 
turns all its charms against an ogler. The eye of 
Lusitania is an instrument of premeditated murder; 
but the design being visible, destroys the execution 
of it ; and ^^th much more beauty unn that of Leo- 
nora, it is not half so mischievous. There is a brave 
soldier's daughter in town, that by her eye has been 
the death of more than ever her fsither made Hy be- 
fore him. A beautiful eye makes silence eloquent, 
a kind eye makes contradiction an assent, an en- 
raged eye makes beauty deformed. Tliis little 
IBefliber gives life to every other part idraiit us^ a|i((i 
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I believe the story of Argus implies no more, than 
that the eye is in every part; that is to say, eveiy. 
other part would be mutilated, were not its force 
represented more by the eye than even by itself. 
But this is heathen Greek to those who have not 
conversed by glances. This, sir, is a language in 
which there can be no deceit, nor can a skilful ob- 
server be imposed upon by looks, even among poli- 
ticians and courtiers. If you do me the honour to 
print this among your speculations, I shall in my 
next make you a present of secret history, by trans- 
lating all the looks of the next assembly of ladies 
and gentlemen into words, to adorn tome future 
paper. 

I am, SIR, 
Your faithful friend, 

MARY H£ARTFRBE.' 
* MR. SPECTATOR, 

M HAVE a sot of a husband that lives a veiy 
scandalous life ; who wastes away his body and for- 
tune in debaucheries ; and is immoveable to all the 
arguments I can urge to him. I would gladly know 
whether in some cases a cudgel may not be allowed 
as a good figure of speech, and whether it may not 
be lawfully used by a female orator. 

Your humble servant, 

BARBARA CRABTREE.' 
' MR. SPECTATOR, 

' Though I am a practitioner in the law of 
some standing, and have heard many eminent plead- 
ers in my time, as well as other eloquent speakers 
of both universities, yet I agree with you, that wo- 
men are better qualihed to succeed in oiRtory than 
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the meD| and belieye this is to be resolved into na« 
fcural causes. You have mentioBed only the volu^ 
bility of their tongues; but what do you think of the 
silent flatteiy of their pretty faces, and the persua- 
sion which even an insipid discourse carries with it 
when flowing from beautiful lips, to which it would 
be cruel to deny any thing? It is certain too, that 
they are possessed of some springs of rhetoric which 
men want, such as tears, faulting fits, and the like, 
which I have seen employed upon occasion, with 
good success. You must know that I am a plain 
man, and love my money ; yet I have a spouse who 
is so great an orator in this way, that she draws from 
me what sums she pleases. Every room in my house 
is furnished with trophies of her eloquence, rich 
cabinets, piles of china, japan screens, and costly jars; 
and if you were to come into my great parlour, you 
would fancy yourself in an India warehouse. Besides 
this she keeps a squirrel, and I am doubly taxed 
to pay for the china he breaks. She is seized with 
periodical fits about the time of the subscriptions 
to a new opera, and is drowned in tears after having 
seen any woman there in finer clothes than herself* 
These are arts of persuasion purely feminine, and 
which a tender heart cannot resist. What I would 
therefore desire of you, is, to prevail with your friend 
who has promised to dissect a female tongue, that 
he would at the same time give ns the anatomy of 
a female eye, and explain the springs and sluices 
which feed it with such ready supplies of moisture ; 
and likewise shew by what means, if possible, they 
may be stopped at a reasonable expence. Or iu^ 
deed, since there is something so moving in the very 
image of weeping beauty, it would be wortliy his art 
to provide, that these eloquent drops may no mor^ 
Ik lavifh^ on trifles, or employed as servants ta 

A A9 
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their wayward wills: but reserved for serious occa- 
sions in life, to adorn generous {Hty, true penitence, or 
real sorrow. 
T. I iam, &c/ 



N«253. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 17U, 



Indignor qmcqumn reprehendiy lum quia crasse 
CompoaUum, tUepideve ptUetury sed quia nuper, 

HOR. I Ep. ii. 76. 

I feel my honest indignation rise, 
When with affected air a coxcomb cries, 
The work I own has elegance and ease, 
But sure no modem should pretend to please. 

FRANCIS. 

Thbre is nothing which more denotes a great mind 
than the abhorrence of envy and detraction. This 
passion reigns more among bad poets than among 
any otlier set of men. 

As there are none more ambitious of Ikme, than 
those who are conversant in poetry, it is very na- 
tural for such as have not succeeded in it to depre- 
ciate the works of those who have. For since they 
cannot raise themselves to the reputation of their 
fellow-writers, they must endeavour to sink that to 
their own pitch, if they would still keep themselves 
upon a level with them. 

The greatest wits that ever were produced in one 
age, lived together in so good an understanding, and 
celebrated one another with so much, generosity, 
that each of them receives an additional lustre from 
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his contemporaries, and is more famous for having 
lived with men of so extraordinary a genius, than if 
he had himself been the sole wonder of the age. I 
need not tell my reader, that I here point at tlie reign 
of Augustus, and I believe he will be of my opinion, 
that neither Virgil nor Horace would have gained so 
great a reputation in the world, had they not been 
the friencis and admirers of each other. Indeed all 
the great writers of that age, for whom singly we have 
so great an esteem, stand up together as vouchers for 
ODe another's reputation. But at the same time that 
Virgil was celebrated by Gallus, Propertius, Horace, 
Varius, Tucca, and Ovid, we know that Bavius and 
Maevius were his declared foes and calumniators. 

In our own country a man seldom sets up for a 
poet, without attacking the reputation of all his bro- 
thers in the art. The ignorance of the modems, the 
scribblers of the age, the decay of poetry, are the 
topics of detraction with which he makes his entrance 
into the world : but how much more noble is the fame 
that is built on candour and ingenuity, according to 
those beautiful lines of Sir John Denmim, in his poem 
on Fletcher's works ! 

Bat whither am I stray'd? I need not raise 
Trophies to thee from other men's dispraise: 
Nor is thy fame on lesser ruins bnilt, 
Nor needs tii^ juster title the fool gnflt 
Of Eastern kmgs, who, to secure their reign. 
Most have tiieir brothers, sons, and kindred slain. 

I am sorry to fmd that an author, who is very 
justly esteemed among the best judges, has admitted 
some strokes of this nature into a very fine poem ; 
I mean the Art of Criticism*, which was published 

* See Pope's Works, vol. v. p. tOl. 6 vols. Edit. Lond* 
12mo. 1770. 
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9ome months since, and is a master-piece in its kind. 
The observations follow one another like those k 
Horace's Art of Poetry, without that methodical re- 
gularity which would have been requisite in a prose 
author. They are dome of them uncommon, but 
such as the reader must assent to, when he sees them 
explained with that elegance and perspicuity in which 
they are delivered. As for those which are the moit 
known, and the most received, they are placed in so 
beautiful a light, and illustrated with such apt allusions, 
that they have in tbem all the graces of novel^, and 
make the reader, who was before acquainted with 
them, still more convinced of their truth and solidity. 
And here give me leave to mention what Monsieur 
Boileau has so very well enlarged upon in the preface 
to his workS| that wit and fine writing do not consist 
80 much in advancing things that are new, as in 
^vittg thinss that are Known an agreeable turn. It 
IS impossible for us, who live in the latter ages of 
the world, to make observations in criticism, mo- 
rality, or in any art or science, which have not been 
touched upon by others. We have little else left 
us, but to represent the common sense of mankind 
in more strong, more beautiful, or more uncommon 
lights. If a reader examines Horace's Art of Poetr}', 
he will find but very few precepts in it, which be 
may not meet with in Aristotle, and which were not 
commonly known by all tlie poets of the Augustan 
age. His way of expressing and applying them, not 
his invention of them, is what we are chiefly to 
admire. 

For this reason I think there b nothing in the 
world so tiresome as the works of those critics who 

* See Essay on the Geolos and Writings of Pope, seot UL 
p, 97. 2d. 1763, 
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e in a positive dosmatic way, without either 
uage, genius, or imagination. If the reader would 
how me best of the Latin critics wrote, he may 
their manner veiy beautifully described in the 
raters of Horace, Petronius, Quintilian, and Lou- 
is, as they are drawn in the essay of which I am 
r speaking. 

iinee I have mentioned Longiuus, who in his re- 
tions has given us the same kind of sublime, which 
observes in the several passages that occasioned 
01 ; I cannot but take notice that our Endish au- 
r has after the same manner exemplified several 
his precepts in the very precepts themselves, 
lall produce two or three instances of this kind, 
faking of the insipid smoothness which some rea- 
9 are so much in love with, he has the following 
ses: 

These equal syllables alone require, 
Tho' oft the ear the open vowels tire, 
While expletives their feeble aid do join, ^ 
And ten low words oft creep in one duU line. 

The gaping of the vowels in the second line, the 
)letive ' do' in the third, and the ten monosyllables 
the fourth, give such a beautv to thn passage, as 
•uld have been very much admu^ in an ancient 
et. The reader may observe the following lines in 
i same view : 

A needless Alexandrine ends the song, 

lliat like a wounded snake drags its slow lengtli along. 

And afterwards, 

'Tis not enoufiph no harshness gives offence. 

The sound must seem an echo to the sense. 

Soft is the strain when Zephyr gently blows, 

A«d the smooth stream, in siii!(iQ!\h«t VQSBSwx«>^sn(^\ 
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But when lond suiges lash the Mmnding riiore»- 

The hoarse rough verse should like the torrent roar. 

When Ajax strives some rock's vdst wei^t to tfanmy 

The line too laboors, and the words move slow -, 

Not so, when swift Camilla scours the plain,- 

flies o'er th' unbenduig com, and skims along tbemaiik' 

The beautiful distich upon Ajax in the foregoing 
lines puts me in mind of a description in Homer's 
Odyssey, which none of the critics nave taken notice 
1^. It is where Sisyphus is represented lifting hb 
atone up the hill, which is no sooner carried to the top 
of it, but it immediately tumbles to the bottom. This 
double motion of the stone is admirably described in 
the numbers of these verses ; as in the four first it is 
heaved up by several spondees intermixed ivith pro- 
per breathing places, and at last trundles down in a 
continued line of dactyls : 

Aoav avw tuBiffxt xffofl Xo4>ov* etXX* on ^cXXot 
*Ax^v i5irtpS*X/ttv, tot' itiio^pi^atnu Kpalaugf 
Ainig s'nsiia urt^^t xu^iitiiro XJpta; ayai^. 

ODYS8. 1. 11. 

I tOm'd my e^e, and as I tum'd surveyed 
A moumfiu vision ! the Sisyphian shade : 
With many a weary step, and many a groan. 
Up the high hill he heaves a huge ronnd stone : 
The huge round stone, resulting with a bound, 
Thunders impetuous down, and smokes along the ground. 

POPE. 

It would be endless to quote verses out of Virgil 
which have this particular kind of beauty in the 
numbers; but I may take an occasion in a future 
paper to shew several of them which have escaped 
the observations of others. 

I cannot conclude this paper without UHsiof no- 
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tice that we have three poems in our tongue, which 
are of the same nature, and each of them a master- 
piece in its kind; the* Essay on Translated Verse^ 
the Essay on the Art of Poetry, and the Essay upoii 
Criticism. €• 

* By the Earl of Roscommoa 
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